Rethinking Child and Youth
Participation in Policy
Making and Practice

Kids in Action
http://www.icphr.org/kids-in-action



Overview of Session

* Introduction to format of session

e Child-led program design and research
* Rebekah Grace, Macquarie University

e Listening to Children Project
 Ali Black, University of Sunshine Coast

 Talking Circles
e Marilyn Casley and Kerry Smith, Griffith University

e Provocations and discussion



Child-led program design and research to support
successful transition to school in a disadvantaged
Australian community

WSU Researchers: Rebekah Grace, Cathy Kaplun, Lynn Kemp

Child Co-Researchers: Nani Crichton, Aakash Dilip, Alishah Mohammed, Adalyah Swann,
Jonah Fa’Afiu, Amer Kanawaty, Jaylynna Fa’Afiu, Hannah Sivas, Micah Cross, Salome
Fifita, Kirrinda Ballangarry
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Improvement in early academic skills

120
Achievements 2015-2017
100 100 100
100
90
85
80
80 76
70 70
60
"
60 2015
w2016
6 m2017
40 40
40
30 30
21 20 20
20
0 0
0 -
Students with resources at home Writing name Hold a storybook and turn pages Identify letter sounds Count to 10 Homework completed in Use of Packages at home

Kindergarten



Increased
e L parent
B chgagement

(- Aspirationalism

@



Shier
Participation
Matrix

Shier, H. (2019). An analytical
tool to help researchers develop
partnerships with children and
adolescents. In |. Berson, Berson
& Gray (Eds.), Participatory
Methodologies to Elevate
Children’s Voice and Agency (pp.
293-313). Charlotte, NC:
Information Age Publishing.
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R e x A Listening Framework
.+ at Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve
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Dr Ali Black

Using child-centred, arts-based and storied methods to create ‘a
living picture’ of children’s learning

Observation/children’s stories/narrative accounts

Conversations with individual/small groups

Children taking photos & looking closely
Child directed tours
Children engaging in arts-based representations




Pieces of the mosaic are used to make sense of the whole
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istening to Children Project, 2017

What’s in the pond? Children like to look down, notice, imagine...

“| think there is a crocodile in the water!”

“l can see tadpoles!”




Listening to Children Project, 2017

Ifchildren are to keep alive their inborn sense of wonder they need the
companionship of at least one adult who can share it.










Listening to Children Project, 2017

These signs are too high. | can’t see them easily. But | so want to make meaning.
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Making Children ViSible
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(I Griffith % M DIALQGUE
4" DISCOVERY

look within themselves to see their inherent
s between self and others dissolve and new
hem to make positive change for themselves

Casley and Cartmel, 2010




W Griffith

Background A AR
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The ‘Talking Circles’ action research project began as 4 iy
part of a community partnership project titled “ % :
Gathering the Wisdom of Children” between Griffith
University, Early Childhood Australia and The Salvation

Army Communities for Children Logan.

Using action research we examined the undergraduate
students’ responses to engaging in conversations with
children as they facilitated the Talking Circles in 20
School Aged Care services.

Simultaneously we examined the children’s
engagement and response to the Talking Circle process.

Child Aware Conference 2019



Responses about the Talking Circles

It’s calm, its peaceful and | feel less stressed. (Chani, age 11).

We can talk about things that we can’t at the oval. (Mitch, age 9).

People like me here. | can trust people here. (Tiani, age 9).

| don’t get into trouble anymore at school. We can get tips when we are having hard
times. We get to share our life. (Zac, age 10).

e | think | can understand them more now and probably respect them in a different
way, for the knowledge they have and how they can share that.(Student Facilitator)

e | was surprised that | could build such a close a relationship with a child.(Student
Facilitator)



ILVJ Griffith

UNIVERSITY

Evaluation

Realist Evaluation (Pawson & Tilly, 1997,2004)

e A framework for interpreting circumstances
that may or may not increase the chances of a
particular program or intervention working.

e ‘What’ works in which specific circumstances
and for ‘whom’?

Casley & Cartmel, 2012



W Griffith

Findings

In order for the Talking Circle tool to be
useful in hearing from children, facilitators
need knowledge and skills in:

e Child’s Rights
* Generative Listening

e Confidence to build ‘trusting’
relationships with children

Child Aware Conference 2019
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BLUE Post it

 What is (and what is not) participatory research
with children and young people?



YELLOW Post it

* Which epistemologies are most (and least)
conducive to such research?






GREEN Post it

*\What forms of evidence are required to engage
the unconverted?



