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Purpose of today’s session

« Explore the concept of Active Efforts and unpack its
meaning across all five elements of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle.
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Background

» Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are 11

times more likely to be removed from their families and
placed in out-of-hnome care.

« 49 per cent are living with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander kin or carers (RoGS, 2019).
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PREVENTION

Protecting children’s rights to
grow up in family, community
and culture by redressing the
causes of child protection
intervention

PARTNERSHIP
THE FIVE CORE
ELEMENTS OF THE o
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES - :l’
STRAIT ISLANDER CHILD
PLACEMENT PRINCIPLE

wsuring the participation of
ommunity representatives
ervice design, delivery

ndividual case decisions

CONNECTION

Maintaining and supporting
connections to family,

community, culture and
country for children in
out-of-home care

PLACEMENT

Placing children in out-of-home
care in accordance with
the established ATSICPP
PARTICIPATION placement hierarchy

Ensuring the participation
of children, parents and
family members in decisions
regarding the care and
protection of their children

FIGURE 1 The five core elements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle



What are Active Efforts?

 Active efforts are purposeful, thorough and timely efforts,
supported by legislation and policy, that enable the

safety and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children.
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Active Efforts in the United States

« The National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA)
notes Active Efforts may include:

Conducting a strengths-based assessment that takes into account a
child’s cultural needs;

Enabling child and family participation in case planning;

The provision of early intervention supports to families prior to removing
a child;

Providing reunification supports to families.
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EXAMPLES OF ACTIVE EFFORTS

All children and families,
including maternal and paternal
extended farmily members,
where appropnate, are asked
whether they are Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander.

Famabies are prowvided with
information on the culturally
safe supports and services
available for Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander
farmilies in their local area.

Children and families are
actuvely assisted to access

Sarait Islander agencies are the neces=a sUDDOrt= and
Srnabied and resourced 1o L S E L saervices mcrl)l;dmppthrou h
provide culturally safe family “-.__ = - o o

SUppoOrt services. - -

Abonginal and Torres

= — finanaal or transportation
. assistance.

Representatves of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities are
resourced and enabled o
partcipate in significant
decisions for the care and

protection of their children B e e

acuwities that support connection
and how they will be supported
and resourced.

Thorough scoping of
family 1o identify culturally
connected placememnts
through Aboriginaland  __..-" CONNECTION *.
Torres Strait Islander ~ &

agences.

Families are provided opportunities
to partcpate in Aboriginal family-
led decision-making.

S PARTICIPATION

Placements with non-Indigenous
carers are regularly reviewed with

sscecscessnacsssssessan 2 703l to reconnect children to
placements with their Aboriginal
and Torres Stran Islander kin.
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LEGISLATION

Relevant child safety,
protection and wellbeing
legislation

SYSTEM ELEMENTS TO
BE ALIGNED WITH THE
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES

PRACTICE

The measurable outcomes

of practice that s aligned STRAIT ISLANDER CHILD
with the ATSICPP PLACEMENT PRINCIPLE

PROCESSES

The processes described in practice
manuals, training and program
guidelines for implementing child safety
and wellbeing legislation and policy.
and delwvering related programs

POLICY

The guiding and over-arching
policy frameworks and
documents for child safety
and wellbeing

PROGRAMS

The resourced programs and
services addressing child
safety and wellbeing




Activity: Identifying examples of Active Efforts for
implementation of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Child Placement Principle

Questions to guide your discussion:

« What are examples of active efforts that support implementation of
this element of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child
Placement Principle?

« What are the changes across legislation, policy, programs,
processes, and practices that are required to realise implementation
of Active Efforts?

« What are the barriers to realising full implementation of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle?
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