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Why does health of children in Out of Home

Care matter?




Centre for Community Child Health

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
together with the National Framework Implementation Working Group

An ovfline o€ National Standards

kor ov{-ok-home Care
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Standard 5

Children and young people have their physical, developmental,

psychosocial and mental health needs assessed and attended to in
a timely way.
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Children seen N (%)

Male 58 (48.7%)
Female 61 (51.3%)

Age: <1 year old 9 (7.6%)
1 -2 years old 26 (21.8%)
3 — 6 years old 39 (32.8%)
7 —12 years old 45 (37.8%)

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 17 (14.3%)

Foster care 43 (36.1%)
Kinship care 69 (58.0%)
Residential care 1 (0.8%)

Other 6 (5.0%)
Total 119
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Standard - Proportion meeting (n (%))

GP visit by 30 days 0 -2 years 10 (28.5%)
generating referral to 3 — 6 years 15 (38.5%)

PTGH clinic 7—-12 years 14 (31.1%)
All 39 (32.8%)
PTGH comprehensive 0 -2 years 12 (34.2%)
assessment by 3 3 — 6 years 10 (25.6%)
months (92 days) 7 —-12 years 6 (13.3%)
All 28 (23.5%)
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Proportion of children completing pre-clinic assessments

0-2years 3 -6 years r-12 Total
years (n

(n (%)) (n (%)) %)) (n (%))

Assessment type

26 47
0 0
3(8.6%) 18(46.2%)  (57801) (30.5%)
A . 0 0 10 =
udiology >(14.3%)  6(15.4%) 2220  (17.6%)
17 32

VisionlOptometry 2 (5-7%) 13 (33-3%) (37 8(70) (26 90/0)
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Immunisation

status

Up-to-date

Not up-to-
date

Unknown

0-2years |[3—-6years| 7 -12 years Total

(n (%)) URVO) (n (%)) (n(%))

88

22 (62.9%) (74.9%)

32 (82.1%) 34 (75.6%)

11 (31.4%) 5(12.8%) 4(8.9%) 20 (16.8%)

2(5.7%)  2(51%) 7(15.6%) 11 (9.2%)
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Physical health problems

Number of children
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Number of physical health problems




Centre for Community Child Health

Percentage of children with concerns by age and
health domain

Physical Mental health Behaviour Development  School
health

B ( -2 yo children ®3 -6 yo children ®7 - 12 yo children B Total cohort
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Recommendations

Referral to Dentist Audiology Vision  Mental health Cognitive Speech
paed referral assessment  therapy

B0-2years ®3-6years B7-12years ¥ Allages
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Does this match other data?

* Broadly speaking, yes.
*Data from Australia (Queensland and New South

Wales predominantly) — very similar
* International data also similar
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Conclusions

* Victorian children entering OOHC have high rates of health needs

* We need timely health assessments and then subsequent appropriate
health care

» There are likely to be systemic issues that are affecting timeliness of
assessment that warrant further study

» Multi-disciplinary assessments can identify a broad range of needs
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and a research group of Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.
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