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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
!  Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. May we acknowledge the 

traditional owners whose cultures and customs have nurtured, and 
continue to nurture, this land, since men and women awoke from the 
great dream. We honour the presence of these ancestors who reside 
in the imagination of this land and whose irrepressible spirituality 
flows through all creation. 

‘Acknowledgement of Country’ by Jonathan Hill 



You can’t have a partnership 
without a relationship, and you 
can’t have a relationship without a 
conversation. You’ve got to have 
the conversation. Everything starts 
here. 



" In 2004 the NSW Government conducted a Review of 
Aboriginal Education 

" As a result of this review 72 recommendations were 
documented 

" The development of Personalised Learning Plans was 
one of these recommendations 
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Cultural Considerations 
Parents, regardless of educational level, income status, or ethnic 
background want their children to be successful in school 
(Christenson, 1995).  
Across groups, parents want information about how schools 
function, children’s development/learning, & parents’ roles in 
supporting their children. 
School practices are a stronger predictor of parent involvement than 
parents’ educational level, income status, or ethnic background 
(Epstein, 1991). 



A Collaborative approach/ authentic engagement 
# Valuing and understanding cultural knowledge and 
cultural experience 

# Minimising risks of making assumptions 
# Acknowledging and celebrating differences and 
similarities 

# Building community capacity 
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# IEP/ILP 
# Data analysis 
# Developed by school  
# Goals, strategies 
# Health plans 
# Funding 
# Review meetings 
# Parent meetings 
# Ongoing process 
# Ownership by school 
# Evaluation and monitoring 
# Student engagement 
# Learning Support Team 

#  PLP 
#  Student engagement 
#  Planning process 
#  Goals, strategies 
#  Parent, student, AEW, teacher meetings 
#  Ongoing process 
#  Ownership by stakeholders 
#  Culturally appropriate 
#  Student ownership of learning 
#  Teachers need an understanding of 

Aboriginal Culture/s 
#  Develops knowledge of student/family 

backgrounds 
#  Monitoring 



!  Developing and Implementing at a whole school level 

!  Catholic Schools Office Support 

!  Executive & staff support 

!  Parent engagement  

!  All stake holders in the child’s wellbeing 
http://www.whatworks.edu.au/dbAction.do?cmd=homePage 



The process of a PLP ? 
   At a school level  

Booklet 



! Feeling of alienation  from child’s school as a result of their “own “ experience 
of schooling 

! Building trust: Whose responsibility? 
! Different family structures: recognising and catering to families as they are 
! Recognising role of extended family and community in children's upbringing 
! Recognising different levels of advantage 
! Convincing all staff that PLPs are worthwhile 
! Communicating the PLP philosophy to all stakeholders 
! Transferring PLPs form one educational setting to another e.g. primary school  
    to junior high school to senior high school 
! Principal and executive must be involved in the process to ensure PLPs 

become 
    part of whole school culture 



! Building genuine partnerships with our community 
! Breaking down barriers 
! Maintaining high expectations of student learning 
!  Identifying areas of student need 
! Establishing student specific teaching and learning strategies 
! Aligning all key stakeholders 
! Lowering student absence rates 

O Staff talking more positively about students  
O Improving communication between school and home 





Original artwork – The Emmaus story by Marilyn Fraser (AEW) at MacKillop Catholic College 


