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CONTEXT: * \We Put Children First -

LWBS developed based on situational
COMMITMENT crime prevention theory; began a
TO working partnership with group of
CHILD researchers

SAFETY * The Royal Commission into
AND Institutional Responses to Child
WELL Sexual Abuse — findings &
BEING recommendations around

prevention strategies
 Foster care re-design work
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PROJECT - .
* To augment existing recruitment and assessment
AIMS activities based on the research

» Specifically focused on eliciting information from
prospective foster carers, relevant to the risk of
sexual violence and abuse in out of home care
settings.

» Key project activities were to include:
a) a literature review;
b) framework development and documentation;

c) guided interview schedule development and
documentation
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KEY FEATURES OF A COMPREHENSIVE FOSTER
CARE CHILD SAFE ASSESSMENT

1. Screening questions

2. In-depth personal interviews examining risk factors or ‘red flags’
for sexually abusive behaviours (e.g. motivations for being a foster
carer, personal history of abuse, routine activities)

3. Assessment of applicant’'s honesty and tendency towards
Impression management

4. Examination of boundaries and rules during conduct with
children

9. A multi-faceted ‘place-based’ assessment of the domestic space
(foster care home).
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TWO NEW SCREENING QUESTIONS

1. Have you or anyone with regular access to your
family home ever been suspected of, investigated for,
charged with, or convicted of sexual abuse against a
child or adult?

2. Have you or anyone with regular access to your
family home ever viewed, possessed, or produced child
sexual exploitation material (ie child pornography),or
have been suspected of, investigated for, charged with,
or convicted of activities associated with child
exploitation?
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NEXT STEPS

« Co-design of a Train-the-trainer resource
package to support implementation of the
Interview tools and practice resources

« Evaluation of the Train-the Trainer package in
the short term

« Longer term evaluation of the interview tools
and practice resources
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For more information

belindamayfield@lwb.org.au

0427592033
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