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•  National Standards for out-of-home care  

•  8 child-reported indicators  

•  National survey of children in care as part of state/territory case management 
processes 

Background 
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In-scope children were: 

•  aged 8-17 
•  residing in out-of-home care (e.g. foster care) 
•  under care arrangements ordered through the Children’s Court and parental 

responsibility had been transferred to the Minister/Chief Executive 
•  on a relevant court order for 3+ months.  

Survey was administered from 1 January 2018 to 30 June 2018. 

Survey population 
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2,428 children from 8 states/territories  

•  53% response rate 

•  13% of the in-scope population of children in care 

Characteristics: 

•  8-17 age range, over half were 10-14 (58%) 

•  Similar males/females (48% and 52%, respectively) 

•  Almost 4 in 10 were Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander (42%)  

•  The majority were living in foster care (42%) or with relatives/kin (42%)  

Survey respondents  
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Indicator results  

No. Measure 2015 2018 

1.3 Felt safe and settled 90.6% 91.5% 

2.1 Usually get to have a say and usually feel listened to 66.7% 65.9% 

8.1 Received adequate support to participate in sporting, cultural or 
community activities 

na 65% 

9.2 Felt close to coresident family, non-coresident family or both 93.5% 94.2% 

9.3 Reported satisfaction with one or more types of contact with family 
(visiting, talking with and writing to) 

71.5% 71.8% 

10.2 Reported that they had at least some knowledge of their family 
background 

na 90% 

11.1 Able to nominate a significant adult 96.5% 97.4% 

13.2 Received as much help as needed with making decisions about their 
future 

57.7% 63.6% 
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Demographic characteristics – Indicator 2.1 



Comparison of 
AIHW and CREATE 
results 
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Comparison of AIHW and CREATE methodology 

CREATE 2019 
1,275 children 
10-17 year old children 

7 states/territories included and reported 
separately 

Mixed mode approach: Internet, phone 
and face-to-face interviews. September 
2017 to May 2018 (8 months) 

Survey captured date to report against 
12 NOOHCS indicators. 

AIHW 2019 
2,428 children  
8-17 year old children 

All states/territories included but 
reported on a national basis only 

Data collected using Viewpoint software 
as part of S/T local case management 
from January to June 2018 

Survey captured data to report against 8 
NOOHCS indicators. 
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Comparison of AIHW and CREATE indicator results 
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Indicator 4.1: Proportion of children and 
young people who have a current documented 
case plan  

Indicator 10.1: Proportion of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people who have a current cultural support 
plan 

Indicator 13.1: Proportion of young people 
aged 15 years and over who have a current 
leaving care plan  

Indicators with substantial differences 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

4.1 10.1 13.1 

Per cent 

Indicator  

Create survey 2013 

Create Survey 2018 

AIHW admin data 2015 

AIHW admin data 2019 



12 

This is an important survey that provides children in care 
with an opportunity to tell government what they think 
about their out-of-home care experience.   

It is a valuable source of self reported data on children in 
care even though it does have limitations.  

Conclusions  

www.aihw.gov.au 


