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KATHERINE'S community
safety group is “disgusted”
by the behavior of adults on
local social media pages.
Aside from racist rants and
regular vicious attacks on

behaved than their parents
when they go online,” LRG
member and Community
Corrections regional manag-
er Garry Bennett said.
“Their children are often

warned about cyber bullying
at school, there has been a
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their act. Katherine MP
Sandra Nelson also used the
first week of parliamentary
sittings to reveal her per-
sonal disgust with local on-
line behavior.

“This is a really serious
issue and the cyber bullying
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STOP THE BULLYING: Members of the Katherine Safety is Everyone's Right Local Reference Group are "disgusted” by online behavior.

‘Stop the bullies’

concern,” Ms Nelson told
parliament last week.

“It’s disappointing parents
are not following the lead
shown by their children,” Bev
Patterson from Save the Chil-
dren said.

“I don't think they are de-
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screen their normal codes of
behaviour were abandoned.

“It seems one follows an-
other and before you know it
it's out of control,” Ms Suth-
erland said.

She said many people also
failed to understand their
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KATHERINE'S  community
safety group is “disgusted”
by the behavior of adults on
local social media pages.
Aside from racist rants and
regular vicious attacks on
retail outlets, some people
are flirting dangerously with
breaking the law, the Kather-
ine Safety is Everyone's Right
Local Reference Group says.
“Children are often better

behaved than their parents
when they go online,” LRG
member and Community
Corrections regional manag-
er Garry Bennett said.

“Their children are often
warned about cyber bullying
at school, there has been a
lot of attention on how dan-
gerous that is, but we seem to
have missed a generation.”

The group has launched
a campaign for the town's
online users to clean up

their act. Katherine MP
Sandra Nelson also used the
first week of parliamentary
sittings to reveal her per-
sonal disgust with local on-
line behavior.

“This is a really serious
issue and the cyber bullying
incidences that are happen-
ing throughout some of the
social media sites, as well as
some of the vigilante conver-
sations that are happening,
are disturbing and of great

STOP THE BULLYING: Members of the Katherine Safety is Everyone's Right Local Reference Group are "disgusted" by online behavior.

‘Stop the bullies’

concern,’ Ms Nelsen told
parliament last week.

“It’s disappointing parents
are not following the lead
shown by their children,” Bev
Patterson from Save the Chil-
dren said.

“I don't think they are de-
liberately trying to be hurtful
but that’s the end result of
what they do.”

Education advisor Chris-
tine Sutherland said once
some behind sat behind a

screen their normal codes of
behaviour were abandoned.

“It seems one follows an-
other and before you know it
it’s out of control,” Ms Suth-
erland said.

She said many people also
failed to understand their
comments could stay in cy-
ber-space forever and affect
their job chances in years
to come.

Continued - Page 6
Editorial - Page 8
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LICENSED REAL ESTATE & BUSINESS AGENTS -

\Elders Katherine, 442 Victoria Highway,

Katherine East 19 Burnet Court

Fit for the Family, solid long term investment.
4bm, 2bath brick home. Spacious living areas,
separate lounge, dining and kitchen area. Fully air
condwith split systems. Security screens. Back patio,
lock up shed, well fenced back yard. Double camport,
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Katherine 8972 3232

Open Sa 2.00930am|

Katherine East 2 Miniata Court

Solid Home, Ready to Move Into!

3brm, 1bath, fully Air Cond. Spacious open living
sliding glass doors to large outdoor entertaining.
Lock up store-room with tiled floors. 2 garden sheds
for storage, double camort, well fenced, huge 850m?

Katherine East 25 Gregory Court

Ready For a New Owner! 805m? block

Ground level home. Fully tiled open plan living &
dining with double sliding door to rear verandah.
Modem kitchen with ample bench space, lots of
storage. All brms have BIRs & a/c. U/cover carnort.

Alison Ross - Principal/Sales
Stewart Vowles - Sales

AccmaVaicdan Povsais

0417 847 950
0411 471365
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Sheds & Garages » Carports

= Workshops = Open Arenas
* Machinery & Industrial Sheds

* Earthwarks

e All types of
fencing

* General
construetion
and maintenance

KATHERINEI 2 1)
Sheds & Garages

Timber Creek - Mataranka - Katherine
Pine Creek - Katherine Rural Regions

Maidinky sie2)
L=~ oo o o | E

P: 08 8971 0000 ownerirector Cale Peirce

Call us to discuss your needs

0417 800 000

From - Page 1
“Employers can search
Facebook and online for
things you might have said
which can come back to bite”
Lawyer Matt Fawkner said
there had been “many po-
tential breaches of the law”
“Children are being iden-
tified, racist slurs are being
made, I don’t think people
|| realise how far they are go-
ing” Mr Fawkner said.

ONLINE CAMPAIGN: Members
Reference Group want online bullying to stop.

Stopping the online bullies

Carol Dowling from the
Kalano Community Associ-
ation said many community
members were deeply of-
fended by many comments
being made.

Ms Nelson warned of strict
Australian laws which apply
to serious online harassment
and online bullying behav-
ior where penalties of three
year's jail or $30,000 in fines
are available.

ERINE CLLIE"

of Katherine's Safety is Everyone's Right Local

Pictured above (from left):
Education specialist Chris-
tine Sutherland, police com-
munity officer Sen.-Consta-
ble Dani Mattiuzzo, Carol
Dowling from Kalona Com-
munity, Community Cor-
Tections regional manager
Garry Bennett, Matt Fawker
from Katherine Women’s In-
formation and Legal Service,
Bev Patterson from Good Be-
ginnings' Save the Children,

KATHERINE COUNTRY CLUB
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OPINION

katherinetimes/com.au/opinion
EDITORIAL — <<m= 0
Sometimes
- # ‘ 1f you have nothing good to say, then
say nothing at all”
Did everyone have a grandmother
who offered that sage piece of advice?
Hands up the parents who have to sign
forms for their kids to attend counselling
sessions offered by their schools warning
about cyber bullying, or sexting or online
criminal behaviour?

The school note often says the session
may be confronting?

The children now have a much better
idea than their parents how to behave in an
online world.

Indeed, we could say the good sense on
how to behave as an adult seems to have
skipped a generation.

Online behavior on social media plat-

forms in Katherine are nothing shortofa
disgrace.

LETTERS TO

SKYWALK CONTROVERSY

CLP Senator Nigel Scullion has informed
the media that he is disappointed with
(Katherine MP) Sandra Nelson's “ill-in-
formed” Katherine Gorge Skywalk com-
ments in her maiden speech.

The skywalk proposal was put forward as
a vote-catching ploy by the former Katherine
MP Willer Westra van Holthe.

1t was a pipe-dream, one that was never
likely to eventuate.

Willem's shoclk election loss, a history
making political event for the Katherine
electorate, should have been the end of the
dream.

Ms Nelson is quite correct in saying that
$10 million for a Skywalk can be better used
on problems within Katherine, I feel quite
sure that the majority of Katherine residents
of all political persuasions would agree with
her on this matter.

The Katherine Gorge is on Jawoyn owned
Jand so it is logical to conclude that any
revenue raised from the use of a Skywalk at
the gorge would accrue o the Jawoyn owned

views. Picture: Supplied.

mental health services, no matter where
they live

Nitmiluk Tours. Headspace day celebrated 10 years of
NT Government revenue should notbe innovation in youth mental health and was
used to fund such a project. also triggered by alarming new research

from Orygen and headspace that revealed
over 50 per cent of young people were
waiting six or more months before seeking
help for mental health issues.

This period of waiting and worrying can
have detrimental effects.

From social isolation to relationship
breakdowns, drug and alcohol abuse and
in severe cases, incidents of self-harm or

The Senator has stated that he supports
social services but notat the expense of
tourism.

For him to say that the new Labor
administration is not interested in tourism
and that our new Chief Minister should
intervene to ensure that the project goes
ahead is quite ridiculous.

Tt is Senator Scullion himself who is

{ll-informed with his view. suicide.
He has lost touch with reality. We want to see every Australian commu-
Bruco Frangais , atherine. nity with a headspace centre.

Ifyou who would like to support head-
space visit headsp aceday.org.au to see
how you and your local community can get
involved or give a donation to support young
peoplein need.

SUPPORT FOR HEADSPACE
On October 11, thousands of people
across the country generously threw their
support behind the inaugural headspace
day.
This national day is to ensure that every
young person has access to youth friendly

CONNECT WITH ¢

Professor Patrick McGorry, Headspace founding
hoard member
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it is better to say

It is not just us saying it, although to a
recent outsider it came as & shock to read
what people were saying locally about each
other.

A group of local professionals are also fed

up.

if you think this type of commentary is
typical of what happens in other towns - you
are very wrong.

There are many others, experts in the
field, people who pick up the pieces of those
named, shamed, abused and vilified.

Itis rude, itis bullying, itis racist, it is,
simply ... not the way civilised people
behave although some people have cle arly
forgotten it.

Our society has already decided, we have
already instructed our politicians to craft
laws in our defence.

Some people here are posting comments

L

PIE IN THE SKY?: The $10m Nitmilik park Skywalk project has attracted a range of

VETERANS' HEALTH WEEK

Veterans' Health Week ends on October
30 and it is an opportunity for Australian
Defence Force personnel, veterans, war
widows, and their families to be pro-active
about their physical and mental health.

This year's Veterans' Health Week is set t0
be the biggest ever, with 14,000 members of
the veteran and defence communities taking
part in more than 300 activities around
Australia with a focus on social connection.

Having a strong social network and
being connected toa community can help
veterans.

The Department of Veterans' Affairs has a
range of programs that promote health and
wellbeing.

The Veterans and Veterans Families
Counselling Service (VVCS) provides free
and confidential specialist counselling and
support services for ex-service personnel
and their families on 1800 011 046.

Dan Tehan, Minister for Veteran's Affairs.,
Canberra

T Praferance is given to letters that are fewer than
{ POST 350 words. Lotters must include the author's
| PO Box 42 first and last name (for publication), address and
Katherine, daytime contact number. Lotters may ba edited for
NT 0851 reasons of space and clarity. Letters ara placed at

the editor's discration.
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nothing at all

which could get them into trouble with the
law.

Perhaps someone needs to be busted and
made an example of through the courts for
other people to getit.

Everything you say stays out there in the
cyberworld forever, future employers could
refuse you for one silly comment you made
years before.

A pizza delivery was later, the fish from
the cafe had a bone in it someone’s dog
was on the loose, a notorious kid had tobe a
{hief because he was loitering near my fence.

Let’s not address the question directly,
let's not talk to the business and allow them
to set things right, lets vent to the world.

Aaah, that's feels better.

But the pizza still hasn't arrived.

These are not keyboard warriors, they are
keyboard cowards.

WEBWORDS

THERE was a political arm wrestle last
week about the $10m funding for a pro-
posed Skywalk project at Katherine Gorge,
Nitmilik which aroused many passions.

| like the idea.There are enough natural
wonders in the NT for tourists to see up
around Darwin, Katherine needs some-
thing to make it more eye catching. We
know the town definitely isn'tan appeal-
ing place.

Kim Phillips.

Personally, | would prefer that no sky
walk is built. It would take away from how
remote and wild the place is. Panoramas ¢
Pat's lookout would then have a big man
made contraption in the view, Just my
two cents.

Jacei Ingham

| believe all our tourist attractions, nationi
parks stay as natural as possible so it
looks real.

Adrianna Weetra

| agree, leave it totally natural, we survive
without it until now. Money can be bette
spent elsewhere.

Jill Kelly

The money should be spent on the peor
in Katherine who need help.
Chris Matthews

Leave it in a natural condition, we don’t
need a Skywalk.
Rob Griffith

THREE inspirational people from Kathe
—~Tom E. Lewis, Laura Egan and Bridie [
gan - were last week named as finalist
in the Northern Territory Australian of 1
Year awards. Local citizens were stoke:

Yeah so excited forTommy. Heis
great singer and actor, has personality
and charisma.

Beryl Parke

Good luck to all but would likeTom E |
as many years of life's work he has pt
Helen Atkin

All legends!
Toni Tapp Coutts



