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THIRD PARTY ORDERS (EG ENDURING PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY, SOLE 
PARENT ORDERS, LONG-TERM GUARDIANSHIP) DO NOT OFFER:

Security beyond the age of 
18 years

Stability- eg: birth parents can challenge 
and threaten placements

 Security for carers who have reared a 
child.

5,905
children under the age of 5 

were admitted to care 
in 2015/2016
(AIHW Table A.39).

66.5%
of children in care had

been in continuous placement 
for 2 years or more.

Help carers offer stable, 
legal, permanence to young 
people who will never return 
to their birth families.

IN AUSTRALIA THIS YEAR, MANY CHILDREN ARE ENTERING CARE AT A 
YOUNG AGE AND REMAINING THERE FOR THE LONG-TERM.
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ADOPTION PROVIDES 
GREATER SENSE 
OF SECURITY 
AND BELONGING

ADOPTION
IMPROVES 
SENSE OF 
IDENTITY

ADOPTION IS BETTER
FOR COGNITIVE 
AND DEVELOPMENTAL
OUTCOMES THAN 
LONG-TERM CARE
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ADOPTION PROVIDES 
GREATER STABILITY 
THAN LONG-TERM CARE.


(AIHW 2015/16)


