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What are we missing? 

With the wealth of evidence about what 
makes for a safe and supportive 

childhood, and the unprecedented focus 
on children today, what accounts for the 
gap between what we know, what we do 

and the lives some children have to 
endure?
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How we value children matters.

3Dr Lance Emerson (CEO ARACY), and Pam Muth (Allen Consulting Group). ARACY Conference, ‘Making Prevention Work’ (2009). 



Societal attitudes can both drive and 
impede change. 

When there are competing rights and 
interests between different sections of 

society, who is most valued, determines 
whose rights and needs are given priority.
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Australian’s attitudes to children.



The failure to value children is glaringly 
obvious in retrospect. 

It is however far more confronting to 
identify and recognise it in our own time. 
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The social conditions in which a child is 
born, their experience in the crucial early 

years of life, and the services and 
supports available to them as they grow 
up all rest upon the decisions and the 
attitudes of adults and on the cultural 

norms of the times.
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Every generation imagines itself to be more intelligent than 

the one that went before it, and wiser than the one that 

comes after it.” - George Orwell



Surveys in Australia show that children identify being valued 
as very important to their social and emotional wellbeing. 

In countries such as Sweden an inherent culture of valuing and 
respecting children is seen as playing a central role in contributing 

to a child’s wellbeing.

 Do you believe it is true to say that all children in Australia 
today are highly valued?

 If your answer is no – can you identify one strategy or policy 
that you believe could positively change attitudes towards 
children and prioritise their needs and rights?
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Imagine this scenario in a decade from now.

A Royal Commission has been established into why, despite all 
that was known about the critical impact of the early years, this 

evidence was not adequately incorporated into policy and 
practice. The impetus for the Royal Commission has been the 

increasing number of civil cases by adults who say the evidence 
about the almost inevitable pathway from what they experienced 

in early childhood, to their poor educational, health and 
employment outcomes was caused by the negligence of 

parliaments and society who failed to act.

 You are called to give evidence. How would you explain why 
this happened?
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The VCI has developed some specific policy that it has 
advocated for at both state and federal level.

These include:

A) The creation of a dedicated Ministerial portfolio for Children and Future 
Generations, and a National Plan for Children.

B) The instigation of a rigorous and transparent process to ensure all 
policy, legislative and decision making processes actively consider the 
impact on children and future generations.

C) The creation of an evidenced based National Plan for all Children.

 Please discuss and rank which, if any of the above, would be most 
effective in ensuring children are at the forefront of considerations. 
We welcome any thoughts or ideas you might have.
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THANK YOU
If you would like to show your support for the work of the Valuing 

Children Initiative you can so by;

• Becoming a Friend of the VCI. 

Email: info@valuingchildren.com.au

• Visiting our website, and sharing with colleagues and friends. 

www.valuingchildreninitiative.com.au

• Following us on Facebook: The Valuing Children Initiative - VCI. 
https://www.facebook.com/valuingchildreninitiative/
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