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Welcome
the hon christian Porter mP
Minister for Social Services

Welcome to the 2017 
Child Aware Approaches 
Conference. I am pleased 
you are actively engaging 
in the theme of driving 
national action on child 
safety and wellbeing. 
I commend Families 

Australia for organising this valuable event. 
It marks the beginning of National Families 
Week, held every year from 15 to 21 May, to 
recognise the vital role that families play in 
our communities.

The Commonwealth Government is privileged 
to partner with the non‑government 
sector, academia and state and territory 
governments to lead reform across Australia, 
so that all children can thrive in safe, nurturing 
communities.

The National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children and the National Plan to 
Reduce Violence against Women and their 
Children provide us with long‑term goals 
to inform practical areas of collaboration. 
I am pleased to see that the urgent need 

to keep Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
families front and centre in these reforms 
is reflected in the conference program.

The Commonwealth is committed to 
meaningful collaboration with the 
non‑government sector and government 
partners to achieve better outcomes for 
children, young people and their families.

Two new Commonwealth‑led trials are 
providing opportunities to co‑design better 
practice, building on existing investment 
through grant programs for family services. 
In Western Australia, the Towards Independent 
Adulthood trial will provide one‑on‑one 
mentoring to young people transitioning 
from out of home care to adulthood. In 
Queensland, new and expectant parents 
will be able to strengthen their parenting 
skills through the Building Capacity in 
Australian Parents trial from mid‑2017.

Thank you for your ongoing work to improve 
the safety and wellbeing of children. I wish 
you a successful Conference and look 
forward to hearing the ideas developed 
during the event. 
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Prue Warrilow
Chair of Families Australia

On behalf of Families 
Australia, I welcome you to 
the 5th annual Child Aware 
Approaches Conference 
and the official launch of 
National Families Week. 
The conference is just one 
of hundreds of events 

taking place around the country this week 
to celebrate families in all their diversity.

Over the next two days, we will continue 
to advance the goals of the National 
Framework for Protecting Australia’s 
Children 2009‑2020, the National Plan to 
Reduce Violence against Women and their 
Children 2010‑2022, and the wellbeing 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. We are pleased that Senator the 
hon Zed Seselja, Assistant Minister for 
Social Services and Multicultural Affairs, will 
welcome you to the conference. I would like 
to thank the Commonwealth Department of 
Social Services for partnering with us and 
generously supporting the conference.

This year, we are proud to announce the 
support of Griffith University, as our research 
partner. Two courses (one undergraduate 
and one postgraduate) have been developed 
around the three key themes of the 
conference and students will be participating 
in conference proceedings and recordings. 
Professor Patrick O’leary will lead the 
Q&A with keynote speakers to close the 
conference.

Conference highlights include four keynote 
addresses and a program that includes 
33 paper presentations, 16 interactive 

workshops, nine Policy Think Space 
sessions and a series of Xpress Podium 
presentations that will follow the theme 
of each keynote address. There are also 
poster and resource displays set up in the 
foyer. I encourage you to visit the displays 
during the breaks.

The 2017 Families Australia Oration will be 
delivered by Ngiare Brown, Professorial 
Fellow, University of Wollongong, Deputy 
Chair, Prime Minister’s Indigenous Advisory 
Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara 
ltd Child and Adolescent Wellbeing. Ngaire 
will be introduced by Ms Di Farmer MP, 
Member for Bulimba, and current Deputy 
Speaker of the Queensland Parliament 
who is representing the hon Shannon 
Fentiman MP, Queensland’s Minister for 
the Prevention of Domestic and Family 
Violence, Minister for Communities, 
Women and Youth, and Minister for 
Child Safety. The Oration and Welcome 
Reception to follow are proudly supported 
by the Queensland Department of 
Communities, Child Safety and Disability 
Services. 

Families Australia is priviledged to have 
received the generous support of all our 
sponsors and conference supporters.

I sincerely hope that you are inspired and 
informed at this year’s conference and 
that you take the opportunity to network 
with the diverse range of practitioners, 
researchers and policy makers concerned 
with ensuring the safety and wellbeing of 
Australia’s children.

–  Chris Eigeland
 The Schoolbag Co-Founder,  
 Griffith Alumnus

NOW OVER 
15,000 KIDS 
HAVE EASIER 
ACCESS TO AN 
EDUCATION

WHERE
REMARKABLE

BEGINS
remarkablegriffith.com.au
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conference Venue
Boulevard level, Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre

Grey Street, South Bank, Brisbane

conference registration desk 
location and opening hours
The registration and information desk is 
located in the Boulevard Foyer, and open 
as follows: 

monday 15 May 2017 . . . 0700‑1800 
tuesday 16 May 2017 . . . 0730‑1600

Please note that All participants must be 
registered to attend the conference. Please 
ensure you collect your name badge, 
conference handbook and satchel upon 
arrival at the conference. If there is any way 
we can assist to make your attendance 
at CAA 2017 a pleasant and rewarding 
experience, please let us know.

registration desk contact: 0488 445 029

Your name badge must be worn at all times.

conference app
The conference app 
contains all program details, 
presenter biographies and 
abstracts. The app can be 
downloaded by scanning the 
QR code or at the following 

url: https://kaigi.eventsair.com/attendeeapp/
child‑aware‑approaches‑conference/app/

We hope that you find the conference app a 
useful resource to navigate the conference. 

delegate list
A delegate list with name, organisation and 
state is provided to delegates and exhibitors 
at the conference. Anyone who indicated 
during online registration that they did not 
want their details to appear has not been 
included. Delegate names are included on 
the conference app.

exhibition, Posters and resource displays
Posters and Resource Displays are located 
in the Boulevard Foyer from morning tea on 
Monday 15 May until the close of afternoon 
tea on Tuesday 16 May. 

Please make sure you spend time viewing 
the displays. Presenters are requested to 
be available during the catering breaks to 
discuss their displays with delegates. 

meals and dietary requirements
Morning tea, lunches and afternoon tea 
are served in the Boulevard Foyer. lunch 
is an informal stand‑up buffet, to allow for 
networking, viewing of posters and resource 
displays, and meeting with exhibitors. 
Dietary requirements noted by you have 
been advised to catering staff.

speakers Preparation room
The Speakers Preparation Room is located 
in the Arbour Speakers lounge, and will be 
open as follows to upload and check your 
presentations. 

monday 15 May 2017 . . . 0700‑1700 
tuesday 16 May 2017 . . . 0700‑1430

Please ensure that your presentation has 
been uploaded and checked at least 
60 minutes prior to the commencement 
of your session. 

General Information
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conference secretariat 
Kaigi Conferencing and Events  
level 1, The Realm, 18 National Circuit 
Barton ACT 2600 

t 02 6198 3218   m 0488 445 029 
e childaware@kaigi.com.au

Photography and recording
Plenary sessions will be video recorded 
by Families Australia, and an official 
photographer will take photos during 
the conference. If you do not wish 
to be photographed, please let the 
photographer know. 

Privacy and disclaimer
Information provided during conference 
registration will be used to administer the 
conference. Data obtained will remain the 
property of Kaigi Conferencing and Events 
and Families Australia. 

The Child Aware Approaches Conference, 
including the Conference Secretariat, will 
not accept liability for loss or damage of any 
nature sustained by participants or their 
accompanying persons as a result of the 
conference and related events. 

All details contained in this handbook are 
correct at the time of printing.
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DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017

0900‑1030 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  1

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

W ElCOM E TO CO U N T RY

Uncle desmond sandy of the Yuggara People

CO N F ER EN C E O P EN I N G

Prue Warrilow, Chair of Families Australia

O F F I C I A l  O P EN I N G

senator the hon Zed seselja, Assistant Minister for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs 

Keynote address 
Achieving sustained, integrated policy focus on children’s health and development: 
New approaches needed  
Professor frank oberklaid oam, Director, Centre for Community Child health, Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute/Royal Children’s hospital Melbourne

xPress PodiUm 
Advancing children’s development and wellbeing in the first 1,000 days

Child-at-risk electronic medical record alert
rosemaria flaherty, Child Protection Manager, Northern NSW local health District

‘Possum Playgroup’ – Integrated care for children and families engaged with perinatal 
and family drug health
Jill martin, Newborn Family Support Team, Royal Prince Alfred hospital, Sydney

Collaborative Planning and Systems Reform – the Emperor’s New Clothes?
Paul harkin, Director Community Development, The Benevolent Society

Hitting children is OK but hitting adults is not!
Karen flanagan am, Child Protection Advocate/Senior Advisor, Save the Children Australia

l aUnch 
The Family Place Approach Framework of Practice
associate Professor Kym macfarlane, Research Chair, The Salvation Army; Griffith University, 
Knowledge Partnership; and  
lieutenant Brad mciver, Community Service Operations Manager, Doorways/Moneycare/
Communities for Children; Territorial headquarters Social Program, The Salvation Army Australia 
Eastern Territory  

1030‑1100 MO R N I N G TE A 

Program

Meet the Xpress Podium speakers at the 
Families Australia/DSS exhibitor table 
during morning tea Monday 15 May

meet the speakers
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DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017

1100‑1200 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  1 a 

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR simon schrapel am christine Gibson alison Brook Prue Warrilow helen missen sue West

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS POlICY Th INK SPACE INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1100‑1115 The social return on investment for a 
community-based volunteer home visiting 
program

dr rebekah Grace
Vice Chancellor’s Innovation Fellow, Macquarie 
University
les hems
Director of Economics, Regulation and Policy, 
Ernst & Young

Child Safe Approaches in Children’s Contact 
Services- opportunities and challenges- 
Under Review

elise dunn 
Senior Manager, high Intervention and 
Mental health Services, Interrelate
Jessica langtry
Children’s Contact Service Coordinator, 
Interrelate

Reviewing policy changes 
to Child Aware 
Approaches in the 
Homelessness sector: 
lessons in policy driving 
practice and service 
delivery

dr yvonne Parry
Senior lecturer, Flinders 
University

New Winangay trauma 
resources that keep kids 
SAFE and STRONG

aunty sue Blacklock am
Chair, Winangay 
Resources Inc
Paula hayden
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc
Gillian Bonser
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc

The Family Place 
Approach: Building safe 
communities for children 
and families

Professor Kym 
macfarlane
Griffith University
dr Jennifer cartmel
Griffith University
melinda nelson
Family Place Program 
Team leader, The Creche 
& Kindergarten 
Association limited

Preparing the ground 
with agility and 
persistence to influence 
policy

dr lesley Van 
schoubroeck
Acting Commissioner, 
Queensland Mental 
health Commission

1115‑1130 Informing the Third Action Plan of the National 
Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children: 
Analysis of Australian initiatives with parenting 
messages

annette michaux
Director, Parenting Research Centre

Knowledge Circles: Empowering Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities 
through giving voice and real participation

candice Butler
Senior Practice leader, Queensland 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Protection Peak ltd (QATSICPP), 
nadia currie
Operations Manager, QATSICPP

1130‑1145 Framing the message in Australia about the 
importance of the first 1,000 days

sue West
Centre for Community Child health, Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute
megan Keyes 
Centre for Community Child health, Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute

Redefining Aboriginal Community Control and 
shifting the power back into Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities, families 
and children

nadia currie
Operations Manager, QATSICPP

1145‑1200 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

SESS ION ThEMES:

ADVANCING ChIlDREN ’S 
DEVElOPMENT AND WEllBEING 
IN ThE F IRST 1,000 DAYS

BUIlD ING ChIlD SAFE 
ORGANISAT IONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTS

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPlE IN 
OUT‑OF‑hOME CARE TO 
FlOURISh IN ADUlThOOD

POlICY Th INK SPACE
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Join the conversation.

#familiesweek
#childaware
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DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017

1205‑1305 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  1 B 

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR simon schrapel am christine Gibson alison Brook Prue Warrilow helen missen sue West

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS POlICY Th INK SPACE INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1205‑1220 From passive recipients to contributing partners. 
Embedding co-design principles to improve 
outcomes and impact

david Boutkan
Executive Director, The Family Centre

Voices of children and young people in 
out-of-home care: what are they saying?

nicole hunter
Australian Institute of health and Welfare

What seed can we plant 
today, that will ensure a 
future of collaboration 
and co-design between 
government and 
community?

marlene Butteriss
Stakeholder Engagement 
Child and Family Reform, 
Department of 
Communities, Child 
Safety and Disability 
Services 
Valmae rose
Program Manager, 
Marsden Families 
Program

The results are in … 
This works!

shelley fallowfield
Co‑ordinator Early 
Matters, Relationships 
Australia Victoria
lauren homes
Family Practitioner, 
Relationships Australia 
Victoria

Shifting organisational 
culture to include 
children/young people 
and influence service 
outcomes from family law 
and child and family 
services

norma Williams
Program Manager, 
Uniting Care Community
margaret cameron
Senior Practitioner, 
Uniting Care Community

When our best efforts 
don’t seem to be enough

linda savage
Convenor, The Valuing 
Children Initiative

1220‑1235 From Nested to Networked Systems

craig Bradbrook
Manager Children and Families, Unitingcare, 
Wesley Port Adelaide

Preventing Filicide: What can professionals 
and families do?

Jo cavanagh oam
Chief Executive Officer, Family life

1235‑1250 Linking research to practice to develop and 
implement a practice framework that promotes 
positive outcomes for families and their children

Pauline dixon
Executive Manager Family Services, Wanslea

Parents Becoming Change Agents

susie edwards
Coordinator, Family Inclusion Network South 
East Queensland
andrea World
Parent leader, Parents as leaders Initiative

1250‑1305 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

1305‑1400 lU N Ch

1400‑1505 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  2

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

Keynote address 
Using The Situational Prevention Approach To Foster Child Safe Organizations
Professor Keith l. Kaufman, PhD, Psychology Professor, Portland State University, Portland, 
Oregon, USA

xPress PodiUm 
Building child safe organisations and environments
The Family Matters National Week of Action: Strong communities. Strong culture. Stronger children 
fleur smith, Family Matters National Campaign Coordinator, SNAICC

Lead or be Led: Creating research culture to improve child and family outcomes 
dr Katrina stratton, Coordinator of Research & Evaluation, Wanslea

Empty Hearts Empty Arms: Women who lose successive children to child protection
nichole condon, Family Support/Social Worker, Village Community Services Inc

Building child environments – ensure strong links between early intervention with intense 
support services
dr susan tregeagle, Manager Research and Advocacy, Barnardos Australia

The primary prevention of violence against women, how can it protect Australia’s children?
cara Gleeson, Program Manager, Children and Young People, Our Watch

Commsync – Communities in Sync: Using technology to synchronise safe and supportive 
communities by empowering families to become first responders 
chris Boyle, General Manager, Commsync – Communities In Sync
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communities by empowering families to become first responders 
chris Boyle, General Manager, Commsync – Communities In Sync

SESS ION ThEMES:

ADVANCING ChIlDREN ’S 
DEVElOPMENT AND WEllBEING 
IN ThE F IRST 1,000 DAYS

BUIlD ING ChIlD SAFE 
ORGANISAT IONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTS

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPlE IN 
OUT‑OF‑hOME CARE TO 
FlOURISh IN ADUlThOOD

POlICY Th INK SPACE

Meet the Xpress Podium speakers at the 
Families Australia/DSS exhibitor table 
during afternoon tea Monday 15 May

meet the speakers
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1510‑1610 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  2

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR simon schrapel am tricia murray Paul rajan dr Jennifer cartmel dr sue Packer am Jodie Griffiths-cook

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS POlICY Th INK SPACE INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1510‑1525 What has changed in decades of investment in 
child protection? – Have we made a difference?

Professor Patrick o’leary
Professor of Social Work, Griffith University

Maintaining connections between children in 
out-of-home care and their families

dr margaret Kertesz
University of Melbourne

Protecting and valuing 
children: what would 
success look like and how 
does that relate to policy 
development?

dr Brian Babington
CEO, Families Australia
Professor daryl higgins
Director, Institute of Child 
Protection Studies, Faculty 
of health Sciences, 
Australian Catholic 
University

Using ‘Wings to Fly’ as an 
intervention program for 
those working with young 
children

debbie miller
Director of Educational 
learning, Pathways to 
Resilience Trust

Keeping kids who are at 
high risk of sexual abuse 
safe – a whole of 
community approach

Kate mcintyre
Senior Project Officer, 
Family and Community 
Services

Leading a shift in policy 
and practice for 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children 
through the National 
Framework

natalie lewis
Board Member, SNAICC 
– National Voice for our 
Children

1525‑1540 Can the use of Rumble’s Quest, a new measure 
of child wellbeing, benefit NGOs? Findings from 
a Brisbane implementation trial

rosie teague
Senior Advisor, Queensland Family and Child 
Commission

Using performance information to drive 
improvements in out-of-home care services: 
22 years of the Report on Government 
Services

ailsa mcPherson
Assistant Research Manager, Productivity 
Commission

1540‑1555 Tough conversations in child protection

michael hawton
Psychologist, Parentshop

Creating a research agenda with 
Grandparent Carers in WA: partnerships, 
policy and engagement

dr Katrina stratton
Coordinator of Research & Evaluation, 
Wanslea 

1555‑1610 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

1610‑1630 AF TER N OO N TE A 

1630‑1730 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  3

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

famil ies aUstral ia oration 
P RO U D lY S U P P O RT ED BY T h E Q U EEN S l A N D G OV ER N M EN T

Professor ngiare Brown, Professorial Fellow, University of Wollongong, Deputy Chair, Prime 
Minister’s Indigenous Advisory Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara ltd Child and 
Adolescent Wellbeing

I N T RO D U C T I O N BY ms di farmer mP, Member for Bulimba, and current Deputy Speaker of the 
Queensland Parliament
R EP R E S EN T I N G the hon shannon fentiman mP, Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence; Minister for Communities, Women and Youth; Minister for Child Safety; 
Member for Waterford

1730‑1830 WElCOME RECEPT ION

ROOM BOUlEVARD FOYER

ClOSE DAY 1

DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017
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1510‑1610 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  2

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR simon schrapel am tricia murray Paul rajan dr Jennifer cartmel dr sue Packer am Jodie Griffiths-cook

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS POlICY Th INK SPACE INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1510‑1525 What has changed in decades of investment in 
child protection? – Have we made a difference?

Professor Patrick o’leary
Professor of Social Work, Griffith University

Maintaining connections between children in 
out-of-home care and their families

dr margaret Kertesz
University of Melbourne

Protecting and valuing 
children: what would 
success look like and how 
does that relate to policy 
development?

dr Brian Babington
CEO, Families Australia
Professor daryl higgins
Director, Institute of Child 
Protection Studies, Faculty 
of health Sciences, 
Australian Catholic 
University

Using ‘Wings to Fly’ as an 
intervention program for 
those working with young 
children

debbie miller
Director of Educational 
learning, Pathways to 
Resilience Trust

Keeping kids who are at 
high risk of sexual abuse 
safe – a whole of 
community approach

Kate mcintyre
Senior Project Officer, 
Family and Community 
Services

Leading a shift in policy 
and practice for 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children 
through the National 
Framework

natalie lewis
Board Member, SNAICC 
– National Voice for our 
Children

1525‑1540 Can the use of Rumble’s Quest, a new measure 
of child wellbeing, benefit NGOs? Findings from 
a Brisbane implementation trial

rosie teague
Senior Advisor, Queensland Family and Child 
Commission

Using performance information to drive 
improvements in out-of-home care services: 
22 years of the Report on Government 
Services

ailsa mcPherson
Assistant Research Manager, Productivity 
Commission

1540‑1555 Tough conversations in child protection

michael hawton
Psychologist, Parentshop

Creating a research agenda with 
Grandparent Carers in WA: partnerships, 
policy and engagement

dr Katrina stratton
Coordinator of Research & Evaluation, 
Wanslea 

1555‑1610 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

1610‑1630 AF TER N OO N TE A 

1630‑1730 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  3

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

famil ies aUstral ia oration 
P RO U D lY S U P P O RT ED BY T h E Q U EEN S l A N D G OV ER N M EN T

Professor ngiare Brown, Professorial Fellow, University of Wollongong, Deputy Chair, Prime 
Minister’s Indigenous Advisory Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara ltd Child and 
Adolescent Wellbeing

I N T RO D U C T I O N BY ms di farmer mP, Member for Bulimba, and current Deputy Speaker of the 
Queensland Parliament
R EP R E S EN T I N G the hon shannon fentiman mP, Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence; Minister for Communities, Women and Youth; Minister for Child Safety; 
Member for Waterford

1730‑1830 WElCOME RECEPT ION

ROOM BOUlEVARD FOYER

ClOSE DAY 1

SESS ION ThEMES:

ADVANCING ChIlDREN ’S 
DEVElOPMENT AND WEllBEING 
IN ThE F IRST 1,000 DAYS

BUIlD ING ChIlD SAFE 
ORGANISAT IONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTS

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPlE IN 
OUT‑OF‑hOME CARE TO 
FlOURISh IN ADUlThOOD

POlICY Th INK SPACE

For your chance to win an 
ipad mini, make sure you 
attend the closing session 
of the conference. You must 
be present to win!

lucky door prize
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Aim

Children are 
safe and well: 
Communities drive 
early intervention 
and prevention 
initiatives to 
promote the safety 
and wellbeing 
of children and 
develop a shared 
vision for change.

ReseARch 
question

Can community 
activation 
contribute to 
child safety and 
wellbeing as a 
prevention and 
early intervention 
strategy?

histoRy And 
key ingRedients

Trialled in seven initial sites, the Child Aware Local Initiative (CALI) is one of the 
projects supported by the Child Aware Approaches National Initiative. The Australian 
Government also funded a grants round, publication of a good practice guide and 
annual conferences under the National Initiative. 

An integral part 
of the National 
Framework for 
Protecting Australia’s 
Children 2009-
2020; Australia’s 
first national plan to 
address child abuse 
and neglect  

Child Aware 
Approaches 
Grants 2012  

Protecting 
and Nurturing 
Children:  
Building Capacity 
Building Bridges 

Good Practice 
Guide to 
Child Aware 
Approaches 

Child Aware 
Approaches 
Conferences  

Promoting local solutions and 
community actions to enhance 
child safety and wellbeing 
in Australia

stella conroy, Deputy CEO Families Australia   •   stella.conroy@familiesaustralia.org.au   •   +61 2 6273 4885   •   www.familiesaustralia.org.au

 
chAllenges

Changes of 
personnel with 
authorising 
capability, high 
staff turnover; 
high frequency 
of national and 
state elections, 
multiple changes 
of government; 
lack of confidence 
with community 
development 
practice and 
engaging directly 
with children; site 
readiness and 
activation regularly 
compromised.  

 
the FutuRe

 • Build on existing 
knowledge and 
skills.

 • Harness local 
passion. 

 • Enhance and grow 
skills and resources 
which contribute 
to the prevention 
of violence against 
children. 

 • Focus more effort on 
engaging children.

 • Continue to promote 
place-based child 
and family sensitive 
practice.

outcomes  
And Results

 • Children led 
community forums. 

 • Supportive networks 
and services for 
children were mapped.

 • Joint local planning 
for service delivery 
was implemented.

 • Gaps and 
inconsistencies in 
service provision 
were identified.

 • A mental health expo 
was provided for 
teachers and students.  

 • Enrolment in pre-
school increased.

 • Schools and 
community services 
became networked. 

 • Supported playgroups 
connected isolated 
parents to schools.

 • Parenting programs 
in schools were 
established.

 • Training to reduce 
cyberbullying was 
implemented in 
schools.

 • Changed domestic 
and family violence 
policy to enhance 
protection for children.

 • Embedded the use of 
the Parents’ Evaluation 
of Developmental 
Status (PEDS) tool.

 • Local community 
plans were developed. 

 • Notifications of child 
abuse and neglect 
reduced. 

 • Risk of harm to 
children and 
young people 
was addressed.

 • Prevention and early 
intervention strategies 
were promoted.

 • Surveys of parents 
and children were 
conducted.

 • Children gained 
an understanding 
of child rights.

 • Children developed 
artwork for posters. 

Child Aware Local Initiative 
resources and materials 
www.childaware.org.au

BeneFits  
FRom cAli 
imPlementAtion 

Support, 
resources and 

mentoring, bring 
key speakers 

Goodwill, 
passion and 
commitment

collaboration  

A reason to 
‘gather around 

the table’ 

Embedding 
Child Aware 

principles and 
practice 

Discretionary 
funds 

leadership

Awareness, 
engagement and 

motivation

Relationships 

networks

Shared 
community 
action plans
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0830‑1000 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  4

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

Keynote address 
‘Getting it right for every child’ – Scotland’s framework for children’s services
Professor Brigid daniel, School of Applied Social Science, University of Stirling, UK

Keynote address 
Respect our rights, nurture our children, hear our voices – Government accountability to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families
natalie lewis, CEO, Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak

xPress PodiUm 
Supporting young people in out-of-home care to flourish in adulthood

Capturing outcomes for children and young people in out of home care
elizabeth Wortham, Executive Manager, Centrecare

Supporting young people’s development and wellbeing in therapeutic residential care 
through positive psychology interventions
candice alusiola, Team leader Youth Connections, Junction Australian

Counting Placement Stability: Time to get real!
Julie harcourt, Project Director, Queensland Family and Child Commission

Shared Understandings – a project to support professionals to communicate to carers about 
sexuality and sexual behaviour
angela Wunsch, Education Coordinator, Early Childhood and Parenting, True Relationships and 
Reproductive health

1000‑1030 MO R N I N G TE A 

DAY 2  Tuesday 16 May 2017

SESS ION ThEMES:

ADVANCING ChIlDREN ’S 
DEVElOPMENT AND WEllBEING 
IN ThE F IRST 1,000 DAYS

BUIlD ING ChIlD SAFE 
ORGANISAT IONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTS

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPlE IN 
OUT‑OF‑hOME CARE TO 
FlOURISh IN ADUlThOOD

POlICY Th INK SPACE

Meet the Xpress Podium speakers at the 
Families Australia/DSS exhibitor table 
during morning tea Tuesday 16 May

meet the speakers
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1030‑1130 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  3 a

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR tricia murray Professor daryl higgins Kris cala Psm dr sue Packer am stella conroy flora carapellucci

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1030‑1045 Achievements of the Child Aware Local 
Initiative

christine Gibson
Australian Centre for Child Protection, UniSA

Raising Expectations; increasing the number of 
young people leaving out of home care going 
on to higher education

Joanna humphries
Project Manager, The Centre for Excellence in 
Child and Family Welfare

Maximising Parental 
Alliance when working 
with young people

samantha Kolasa
Executive Manager, Client 
Services, FMC Mediation 
and Counselling

The Garden – Build the 
Connections and 
Strengthen the Future, 
Holding Therapeutic 
Intent in a Parent and 
Infant Group Program

Kerryn roberts
Coordinator, Infant 
Massage and Early 
Parenting Programs, 
Relationships Australia

KiDs SAY: Participation 
which drives practice

aunty sue Blacklock am
Chair, Winangay 
Resources Inc
Paula hayden
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc
Gillian Bonser
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc
dr rebekah Grace 
Vice Chancellor’s 
Innovation Fellow, 
Macquarie University

We need to talk about 
talking to young people: 
When adults need to 
create space for the 
agency of young people

noelle hudson
National Policy and 
Advocacy Manager, 
CREATE

1045‑1100 Attendance of children in foster and kinship 
care in early years’ provision in the first two 
years of life

dr sarah Wise
Good Childhood Fellow, The University of 
Melbourne and Berry Street

Child visitation at playgroup: Parent and staff 
perspectives

dr ali lakhani
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Menzies health 
Institute Queensland

1100‑1115 Improving safety, permanency and wellbeing 
for children and young people in OOHC: 
Implementing an outcome-focussed Quality 
Assurance

Penny hood
Director, Innovation, Co‑design & 
Implementation,
NSW Department of Family and Community 
Services
annette michaux
Director, Parenting Research Centre 
Jamie hodgson 
NSW State Director Key Assets, The Children’s 
Services Provider

Academic performance of children and young 
people in care: how do they compare?

nicole hunter
Australian Institute of health and Welfare

1115‑1130 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

DAY 2 Tuesday 16 May 2017

SESS ION ThEMES:

ADVANCING ChIlDREN ’S 
DEVElOPMENT AND WEllBEING 
IN ThE F IRST 1,000 DAYS

BUIlD ING ChIlD SAFE 
ORGANISAT IONS AND 
ENVIRONMENTS

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPlE IN 
OUT‑OF‑hOME CARE TO 
FlOURISh IN ADUlThOOD

POlICY Th INK SPACE
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1030‑1130 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  3 a

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR tricia murray Professor daryl higgins Kris cala Psm dr sue Packer am stella conroy flora carapellucci

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1030‑1045 Achievements of the Child Aware Local 
Initiative

christine Gibson
Australian Centre for Child Protection, UniSA

Raising Expectations; increasing the number of 
young people leaving out of home care going 
on to higher education

Joanna humphries
Project Manager, The Centre for Excellence in 
Child and Family Welfare

Maximising Parental 
Alliance when working 
with young people

samantha Kolasa
Executive Manager, Client 
Services, FMC Mediation 
and Counselling

The Garden – Build the 
Connections and 
Strengthen the Future, 
Holding Therapeutic 
Intent in a Parent and 
Infant Group Program

Kerryn roberts
Coordinator, Infant 
Massage and Early 
Parenting Programs, 
Relationships Australia

KiDs SAY: Participation 
which drives practice

aunty sue Blacklock am
Chair, Winangay 
Resources Inc
Paula hayden
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc
Gillian Bonser
Co‑Founder Developer, 
Winangay Resources Inc
dr rebekah Grace 
Vice Chancellor’s 
Innovation Fellow, 
Macquarie University

We need to talk about 
talking to young people: 
When adults need to 
create space for the 
agency of young people

noelle hudson
National Policy and 
Advocacy Manager, 
CREATE

1045‑1100 Attendance of children in foster and kinship 
care in early years’ provision in the first two 
years of life

dr sarah Wise
Good Childhood Fellow, The University of 
Melbourne and Berry Street

Child visitation at playgroup: Parent and staff 
perspectives

dr ali lakhani
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Menzies health 
Institute Queensland

1100‑1115 Improving safety, permanency and wellbeing 
for children and young people in OOHC: 
Implementing an outcome-focussed Quality 
Assurance

Penny hood
Director, Innovation, Co‑design & 
Implementation,
NSW Department of Family and Community 
Services
annette michaux
Director, Parenting Research Centre 
Jamie hodgson 
NSW State Director Key Assets, The Children’s 
Services Provider

Academic performance of children and young 
people in care: how do they compare?

nicole hunter
Australian Institute of health and Welfare

1115‑1130 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION

Join the conversation.

#familiesweek
#childaware
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DAY 2 Tuesday 16 May 2017

1135‑1235 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  3 B

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR tricia murray Professor daryl higgins Kris cala Psm dr sue Packer am stella conroy flora carapellucci

ORAl PAPERS INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1135‑1150 Young Children, Confidentiality and Consent: 
Educating young clients to improve child safety

tom lothian
FMC Mediation and Counselling

Cultural competency in care and protection 
through the eyes of Aboriginal young people

Jodie Griffiths-cook
Public Advocate and Children and Young 
People Commissioner, ACT human Rights 
Commission

Protecting Children 
through Family Inclusion 
in Child Protection and 
Out of Home Care

lyn stoker
lecturer, Family Inclusion 
Strategies in the hunter 
Inc 
teegan Bain
Secretary, life Without 
Barriers
felicity Kime
Family Inclusion Strategies 
in the hunter Inc 
lauren Graham
Team leader, Family 
Support Newcastle

Fostering Creativity – a 
Child Aware approach to 
support children and 
families to flourish

leigh tesch
Program Co‑ordinator, 
Fostering Creativity 
Program 

Changing practice 
through collaborative 
advocacy: The Family 
Matters approach to 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander child 
safety and wellbeing

Gerry moore
Chief Executive Officer, 
SNAICC – National Voice 
For our Children

In what ways can our sector 
take a greater prevention 
and early intervention 
approach to further 
enhance the wellbeing of 
children into the future?
Professor John 
toumbourou
Centre for Social and Early 
Emotional Development, 
School of Psychology, 
Deakin University
Jackie Brady
Executive Director, Family 
& Relationship Services 
Australia
dr adam heaton
Senior Policy Officer, Family 
& Relationship Services 
Australia

1150‑1205 Children with disability – an essential focus of 
the National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children?
stephanie Gotlib
Chief Executive Officer, Children and Young 
People With Disability Australia

1205‑1220 Developing Child Safe Institutions with People 
with Disability
frances Quan farrant
Senior Policy Officer (Qld), People with 
Disability Australia

1220‑1235 DISCUSS ION

1235‑1330 lU N Ch 

1330‑1430 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  4

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR alison Brook Paul rajan Jodie Griffiths-cook richard Weston dr Jennifer cartmel Prue Warrilow

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKSOhP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1330‑1345 Being Child Aware in South Western Sydney 
Local Health District

lisa mccue
Director Child Protection, South Western 
Sydney local health District
Kelly Walker
Director Of Nursing, Drug health Services, 
South Western Sydney local health District

Early Intervention with Young Parents to 
Improve the First 1000 Days of a Child’s Life

hannah richards
Practitioner, Brisbane Youth Service Centre For 
Young Families
Bettina mcfadyen
Senior Practitioner, Brisbane Youth Service 
Centre For Young Families

Applications of the 
situation prevention 
model: Building child-safe 
environments in practice

Professor daryl higgins
Director, Institute of Child 
Protection Studies, 
Australian Catholic 
University
Professor Keith 
l. Kaufman
PhD, licensed Clinical 
Psychologist and 
Professor of Psychology, 
Portland State University

Keeping the child 
included in domestic 
violence interventions

dr ron frey
lecturer, School of 
Psychology and 
Counselling, Queensland 
University of Technology
dr areana eivers
lecturer, School of 
Psychology and 
Counselling, Queensland 
University of Technology
anna Jones
Clinical Programme 
Manager, The Talera 
Centre 
angela lynch
Acting Co‑ordinator, 
Women’s legal Service

Listening to children’s 
stories of domestic 
violence to improve 
service responses in 
CALD communities

hayley rideout
Caseworker, Immigrant 
Women’s Support 
Service
ana alvarez
Immigrant Women’s 
Support Service

What does success look 
like and how does that 
relate to social policy 
development?

flora carapellucci
Principal Advisor – Families, 
Department of Social 
Services

1345‑1400 An innovative platform for providing tailored 
support to young kinship carers

dr meredith Kiraly
Research Fellow, University of Melbourne

Valuing fathers for advancing children’s 
development from conception
Glenn hodgson
Dads Empowerment Program Coordinator, 
Creche and Kindergarten Association

1400‑1415 It Takes a Town: Igniting a culture of generosity 
to build a thriving environment for all children 
in the 2484
dr elizabeth reimer
lecturer, Southern Cross University 
carmen stewart
Activator – It takes a town, Thrive Towns

“At the pointy end of the stick”

dr menka tsantefski
Senior lecturer, Griffith University, 
anne tidyman
Manager Child and Family Services, Odyssey 
house Victoria

1415‑1430 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION
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lyn stoker
lecturer, Family Inclusion 
Strategies in the hunter 
Inc 
teegan Bain
Secretary, life Without 
Barriers
felicity Kime
Family Inclusion Strategies 
in the hunter Inc 
lauren Graham
Team leader, Family 
Support Newcastle

Fostering Creativity – a 
Child Aware approach to 
support children and 
families to flourish

leigh tesch
Program Co‑ordinator, 
Fostering Creativity 
Program 

Changing practice 
through collaborative 
advocacy: The Family 
Matters approach to 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander child 
safety and wellbeing

Gerry moore
Chief Executive Officer, 
SNAICC – National Voice 
For our Children

In what ways can our sector 
take a greater prevention 
and early intervention 
approach to further 
enhance the wellbeing of 
children into the future?
Professor John 
toumbourou
Centre for Social and Early 
Emotional Development, 
School of Psychology, 
Deakin University
Jackie Brady
Executive Director, Family 
& Relationship Services 
Australia
dr adam heaton
Senior Policy Officer, Family 
& Relationship Services 
Australia

1150‑1205 Children with disability – an essential focus of 
the National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children?
stephanie Gotlib
Chief Executive Officer, Children and Young 
People With Disability Australia

1205‑1220 Developing Child Safe Institutions with People 
with Disability
frances Quan farrant
Senior Policy Officer (Qld), People with 
Disability Australia

1220‑1235 DISCUSS ION

1235‑1330 lU N Ch 

1330‑1430 c o n c U r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  4

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM A1 A2 B1 B2 B3

ChAIR alison Brook Paul rajan Jodie Griffiths-cook richard Weston dr Jennifer cartmel Prue Warrilow

ORAl PAPERS ORAl PAPERS INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKShOP INTERACTIVE WORKSOhP POlICY Th INK SPACE

1330‑1345 Being Child Aware in South Western Sydney 
Local Health District

lisa mccue
Director Child Protection, South Western 
Sydney local health District
Kelly Walker
Director Of Nursing, Drug health Services, 
South Western Sydney local health District

Early Intervention with Young Parents to 
Improve the First 1000 Days of a Child’s Life

hannah richards
Practitioner, Brisbane Youth Service Centre For 
Young Families
Bettina mcfadyen
Senior Practitioner, Brisbane Youth Service 
Centre For Young Families

Applications of the 
situation prevention 
model: Building child-safe 
environments in practice

Professor daryl higgins
Director, Institute of Child 
Protection Studies, 
Australian Catholic 
University
Professor Keith 
l. Kaufman
PhD, licensed Clinical 
Psychologist and 
Professor of Psychology, 
Portland State University

Keeping the child 
included in domestic 
violence interventions

dr ron frey
lecturer, School of 
Psychology and 
Counselling, Queensland 
University of Technology
dr areana eivers
lecturer, School of 
Psychology and 
Counselling, Queensland 
University of Technology
anna Jones
Clinical Programme 
Manager, The Talera 
Centre 
angela lynch
Acting Co‑ordinator, 
Women’s legal Service

Listening to children’s 
stories of domestic 
violence to improve 
service responses in 
CALD communities

hayley rideout
Caseworker, Immigrant 
Women’s Support 
Service
ana alvarez
Immigrant Women’s 
Support Service

What does success look 
like and how does that 
relate to social policy 
development?

flora carapellucci
Principal Advisor – Families, 
Department of Social 
Services

1345‑1400 An innovative platform for providing tailored 
support to young kinship carers

dr meredith Kiraly
Research Fellow, University of Melbourne

Valuing fathers for advancing children’s 
development from conception
Glenn hodgson
Dads Empowerment Program Coordinator, 
Creche and Kindergarten Association

1400‑1415 It Takes a Town: Igniting a culture of generosity 
to build a thriving environment for all children 
in the 2484
dr elizabeth reimer
lecturer, Southern Cross University 
carmen stewart
Activator – It takes a town, Thrive Towns

“At the pointy end of the stick”

dr menka tsantefski
Senior lecturer, Griffith University, 
anne tidyman
Manager Child and Family Services, Odyssey 
house Victoria

1415‑1430 DISCUSS ION DISCUSS ION
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DAY 2 Tuesday 16 May 2017

1430‑1500 AF TER N OO N TE A

1500‑1600 P l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  5

ROOM BOUlEVARD AUDITORIUM

ChAIR dr Brian Babington

Q&a With Keynote sPeaKers
PA N El

natalie lewis, CEO, Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak

Professor Brigid daniel, School of Applied Social Science, University of Stirling, UK

Professor Keith l. Kaufman, PhD, Psychology Professor, Portland State University, Portland, 
Oregon, USA

Professor frank oberklaid oam, Director, Centre for Community Child health, Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute/Royal Children’s hospital Melbourne

Professor ngiare Brown, Professorial Fellow, University of Wollongong, Deputy Chair, Prime 
Minister’s Indigenous Advisory Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara ltd Child and 
Adolescent Wellbeing

D I S CU S S A N T

Professor Patrick o’ leary, Professor of Social Work, Griffith University

1600 lU CK Y D OO R PR IZE  AN D ClOS E  dr Brian Babington, Families Australia

For your chance to win an 
ipad mini, make sure you 
attend the closing session 
of the conference. You must 
be present to win!

lucky door prize
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Insert KEYNOTE ADDRESSES tab 
before this page

keynote addresses

Achieving sustained, integrated policy focus on children’s health 
and development: new approaches needed  
Professor frank oberklaid oam 
Director, Centre for Community Child Health, Murdoch Childrens Research Institute/Royal 
Children’s Hospital Melbourne

Using the situational prevention approach to foster child safe 
organizations
Professor Keith l. Kaufman 
PhD, Psychology Professor, Portland State University, Portland, Oregon, USA

Families Australia Oration  P RO U D lY S U P P O RT ED BY T h E Q U EEN S l A N D G OV ER N M EN T

Professor ngiare Brown 
Professorial Fellow, University of Wollongong, Deputy Chair, Prime Minister’s Indigenous 
Advisory Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara Ltd Child and Adolescent Wellbeing

‘Getting it right for every child’ – Scotland’s framework for 
children’s services
Professor Brigid daniel 
School of Applied Social Science, University of Stirling, UK

Respect our rights, nurture our children, hear our voices – 
government accountability to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children and families
natalie lewis 
CEO, Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak
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o P e n i n G  a d d r e s s

Senator the hon Zed 
Seselja was born in 
Canberra to Croatian 
immigrant parents and was 
raised in the Tuggeranong 
Valley. he is married to 
Roslyn and they have five 
children.

Before entering politics, Zed studied Arts and law 
at the Australian National University and then 
moved into the Commonwealth Public Service 
working for the Department of Transport and 
Regional Services.

In 2004 he was elected to the ACT legislative 
Assembly representing the electorate of 
Molonglo. In 2007 he was elected as the ACT 
Opposition leader and led the ACT liberal Party 
in the 2008 and 2012 ACT elections.

Zed resigned from the legislative Assembly 
in 2013 and was subsequently elected to 
the Australian Senate in September 2013, 
representing the Australian Capital Territory.

senator the hon Zed seselja 
Assistant Minister for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs

During his time in the Senate, Zed was appointed 
to a number of committees including the Joint 
Standing Committee on the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme National, the Joint Standing 
Committee on the National Capital and External 
Territories, and the Senate Select Committee 
on health.

Zed also served as Chair of the Senate Standing 
Committee on Community Affairs legislation.

Zed was re‑elected as Senator for the ACT in 
July 2016 and was sworn in as Assistant Minister 
for Social Services and Multicultural Affairs by 
the Governor‑General on 19 July 2016. Zed has 
portfolio responsibility for Multicultural Affairs, 
Settlement Services, Child Protection, Adoption, 
and housing.

Zed is also a KeepWatch Ambassador with the 
Royal lifesaving Society, an Ambassador for Focus 
ACT, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, 
healthy harold life Education, Kulture Break, 
a volunteer for St Vincent de Paul, and was a 
mentor for Menslink.
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The research regarding the critical importance 
of the early years of a child’s life is robust 
and uncontested. The early environments 
experienced by young children can have a 
significant impact on health, development and 
wellbeing right throughout the life course. Many 
conditions in adult life – mental health problems, 
obesity, diabetes, heart disease, poor literacy, 
chronic unemployment and welfare dependency, 
family violence, and criminality – have their 
origins in pathways that often begin in early 
childhood. Patterns that are established in the 
early years are increasingly difficult to change 
later in life.

This research has major implications in many 
areas of policy and practice for children and 
families – health and wellbeing, education and 
early learning, child protection, family support, 
social services – as well as for adult health 
and wellbeing. The moral and ethical case 
for increased investment in the early years is 
reinforced by the economic considerations. If the 
science of early childhood is so persuasive, how 
can we deny young children the best chance of 
optimal life‑long outcomes? If many problems in 
adult life begin in childhood, why do we persist 
with a predominant focus on treatment while 
largely neglecting more cost effective prevention 
approaches?

Despite the commendable efforts of many 
stakeholders over the past decade, we have had 
only modest success in our advocacy, and what 
we have achieved remains vulnerable. There 
are many reasons we can offer – the diversity of 
interested stakeholder groups, the complexity 
of interventions, the gaps in evidence, and our 
difficulty in addressing the communication gap 
between the science and public perception.

This presentation will argue that we need a 
national conversation about a new collective 
approach to policy and service delivery; the 
stakes are too high for us to continue with our 
present fragmented and uncoordinated efforts.

K e y n o t e  a d d r e s s 	 B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 15 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	9 :30	a m -10 :0 0	a m

Achieving sustained, integrated policy focus on children’s 
health and development: new approaches needed

Professor frank oberklaid oam
Director, Centre for Community Child Health, Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute/Royal Children’s Hospital 
Melbourne

Professor Frank Oberklaid, 
OAM, MD, FRACP, DCh, is the 
Foundation Director of the Centre 
for Community Child health at 
The Royal Children’s hospital – 
Melbourne, Co‑Group leader 
of Child health Policy, Equity 
and Translation at the Murdoch 
Childrens Research Institute and 

an honorary Professor of Paediatrics at the University 
of Melbourne.

Professor Oberklaid is an internationally recognised 
researcher, author, lecturer and consultant, and has 
written two books and over 200 scientific publications 
on various aspects of paediatrics. For many years he 
was Editor‑in‑Chief of the Journal of Paediatrics and 
Child health; and remains on the editorial boards of a 
number of international journals. Professor Oberklaid 
has been the recipient of numerous research grants 
and his work has been acknowledged in the form of 
a number of prestigious awards, including the Nils 
Rosen von Rosenstein Medal in 2013. he is a consultant 
for UNICEF and WhO, and has had numerous invited 
international lectureships and visiting professorships.

Professor Oberklaid is Chair of the Victorian Children’s 
Council, which provides expert advice to the Premier 
and Ministers on child health policies and services for 
children, and has chaired or been a member of many 
national health committees, expert working groups 
and advisory boards.

Professor Oberklaid is especially interested in 
prevention and early intervention, and the use of 
research findings to inform public policy and service 
delivery. his clinical and research training is in child 
development and behaviour, and his work as a 
specialist paediatrician is with children who have 
developmental and behavioural problems.
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Estimates suggest that tens of millions of children 
and adolescents spend a significant amount of 
time involved with youth serving organizations 
outside of their home. These organizations 
provide a broad range of services which 
include academic development, out‑of‑home 
placements, medical‑care, involvement in sports 
and leisure activities, and spiritual enrichment. 
For example, more than 45 million U.S. children 
participate in organized sports each year, 
approximately 50 million children attend schools, 
and more than 30 million children seek medical 
care from hospitals and emergency departments.  
While there can be no doubt about the need 
for, and broad based benefits of these services, 
children’s involvement also comes with the risk 
of potential harms (e.g., child sexual abuse, 
accidental injury, health risks).

A recent Australian Royal Commission Report 
(Kaufman & Erooga, 2016) reviewed more than 
400 documents from Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States regarding child 
sexual abuse in youth serving organizations. A 
significant proportion of the safety risks described 
in this report can be defined as “situational” 
in nature. Situational safety risks involve 
environmental factors, risky situations, routine 
activities, and the absence of effective policies.

This presentation will describe the Situational 
Prevention Approach (SPA; Kaufman et. al., 2012), 
a sustainable prevention strategy. The SPA was 
designed to facilitate the systematic identification 
of situational risks in youth serving organizations, 
and guide the development of tailored prevention 
and risk‑reduction strategies to address these 
concerns. The use of the SPA with Boys and 
Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) sites in four U.S. 
states will be used to illustrate its application and 
potential impact. BGCA provides services (e.g., 
education, leadership development, life skills, 
recreation) to more than four million children and 
teens in over 4,200 clubs across the U.S. and in 
military installations worldwide.

Professor Keith l. Kaufman
PhD, Psychology Professor, Portland State University, 
Oregon, USA

Dr Kaufman is a licensed Clinical 
Psychologist and a Professor 
of Psychology at Portland State 
University in Portland, Oregon, 
USA. he has chaired state 
prevention committees in Ohio 
and Oregon and co‑chaired the 
committee that created Oregon’s 

first statewide sexual violence prevention plan. Dr 
Kaufman is a member of the National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center’s advisory board, the National 
Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s National Safety Task 
Force, and Big Brothers Big Sisters Nation Safety 
Committee. he is Past President of the Association for 
the Treatment of Sexual Abusers and recently received 
that organization’s Significant lifetime Achievement 
Award. he is also a past recipient of the U.S. Office of 
Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention’s Gould‑
Wysinger award for research excellence.

Dr Kaufman has provided assessment and treatment 
to both child sexual abuse victims and juvenile sexual 
offenders as well as their families. he provides regular 
trainings and consultation focused on prevention and 
enhancing safety in organizational settings.  

Dr Kaufman has authored two books, a variety of book 
chapters, and numerous research articles addressing 
sexual violence and sexual violence prevention. his 
most recent edited book is Preventing Sexual Violence: 
A Practitioner’s Sourcebook (NEARI Press, 2010). Dr 
Kaufman co‑authored the first prevention chapter to 
be included in Interpol’s member manual and offered 
their first prevention training. In 2016 he completed 
(with Marcus Erooga) a comprehensive review of the 
international literature on risk and protective factors 
related to child sexual abuse in institutions for the 
Australian Royal Commission on Into Institutional 
Responses To Child Sexual Abuse. 

K e y n o t e  a d d r e s s 	 B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 15 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	2 :0 0	Pm -2:30	Pm

Using the situational prevention approach 
to foster child safe organizations
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www.nearipress.org

Order the Prevention of Sexual Violence: 
A Practitioner’s Sourcebook directly from Neari 
Press before 30 June 2017 and pay only $19.47 usd 
(regular price $59.00 usd) plus shipping.

Use the code aUssie to receive your special 
conference delgate discount at:

http://bookstore.nearipress.org/index.php/books/
the‑prevention‑of‑sexual‑violence‑a‑practitioners‑
sourcebook.html

Prevention of Sexual Violence: 
A Practitioner’s Sourcebook
Keith l. Kaufman

$19.47 
67% discoUnt  

for conference  
deleGates

Go in  
the draW to 

Win a coPy of 
this BooK at the 

families aUstralia 
exhiBitor’s  

taBle
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Strengthening child and  
family support in Queensland 

We are making every effort to ensure 
Queensland has the best child protection 
system supported by the best practices 
and procedures. Over the past two years, 
we have substantially increased funding 
for frontline services and programs to 
support families and address the causes 
of child abuse and neglect. This includes 
prioritising child and family services  
and the prevention of domestic and 
family violence. 

We are beginning to turn the corner, but 
we must never stop looking for ways to 
deliver the best possible outcomes  
for all Queensland children and  
their families. 

Find out more
To learn more about Supporting  
Families Changing Futures and stay  
in touch with the latest news, visit  
www.qld.gov.au/supportingfamilies 
and subscribe to our monthly 
e-newsletter. 

The Queensland Government is partnering with peak bodies, 
service providers and communities to implement Supporting 
Families Changing Futures, our long-term plan to reform the 
child protection and family support system in Queensland. 
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0494_APRIL2017

Strengthening child and  
family support in Queensland 

We are making every effort to ensure 
Queensland has the best child protection 
system supported by the best practices 
and procedures. Over the past two years, 
we have substantially increased funding 
for frontline services and programs to 
support families and address the causes 
of child abuse and neglect. This includes 
prioritising child and family services  
and the prevention of domestic and 
family violence. 

We are beginning to turn the corner, but 
we must never stop looking for ways to 
deliver the best possible outcomes  
for all Queensland children and  
their families. 

Find out more
To learn more about Supporting  
Families Changing Futures and stay  
in touch with the latest news, visit  
www.qld.gov.au/supportingfamilies 
and subscribe to our monthly 
e-newsletter. 

The Queensland Government is partnering with peak bodies, 
service providers and communities to implement Supporting 
Families Changing Futures, our long-term plan to reform the 
child protection and family support system in Queensland. P R O U D lY  S U P P O R T E D  B Y

Professor ngiare Brown
Professorial Fellow, University of Wollongong, 
Deputy Chair, Prime Minister’s Indigenous 
Advisory Council and Founding Director, Ngaoara 
Ltd Child and Adolescent Wellbeing

Professor Ngiare Brown is a 
Yuin nation woman from the 
south coast of NSW. She is 
a senior Aboriginal medical 
practitioner with qualifications 
in medicine, public health 
and primary care, and has 
studied bioethics, medical 

law and human rights. She was the first identified 
Aboriginal medical graduate from NSW, and is 
one of the first Aboriginal doctors in Australia. 
Over the past two decades she has developed 
extensive national and international networks in 
Indigenous health and social justice, including 
engagement with the UN system.

Ngiare is a founding member and was Foundation 
CEO of the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ 
Association (AIDA); is a founding member of the 
Pacific Region Indigenous Doctors’ Congress 
(PRIDoC); and is Chair of the health, Rights and 
Sovereignty committee of PRIDoC. She is a Board 
Member for the Bangarra Dance Theatre and 
the Australian Research Alliance for Children 
and Youth (ARACY, effective February 2017). 
She has been a member of numerous national 
committees, including contributions to the 
NhMRC.

Professor Brown has an academic appointment 
across multiple Faculties at the University of 
Wollongong (medicine and health sciences, 
education and social science) and a research 
appointment at SAhMRI. 

Ngiare has made extensive contributions to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health 
research, research process, bioethics, policy, 
translation and practice. She has been engaged 
as the Indigenous health Advisor to the federal 
AMA (1997‑2000); was team investigator on an 
Indigenous Capacity Building Grant with TIChR for 
legal and doctoral studies addressing Aboriginal 
child protection; Assistant Director, Indigenous 
health Menzies School of health Research; 
and Senior Clinical Research Fellow, Child 
health Division MShR. She is also an inaugural 
member and Deputy Chair of the Prime Minister’s 
Indigenous Advisory Council.

Professor Brown is a Chief Investigator on more 
than $10m worth of NhMRC funded grants, an 
Associate Investigator on several others and a 
named investigator on several non‑competitive 
projects addressing priority issues in Aboriginal 
health and Indigenous affairs internationally.

Ngiare is passionate about (i) the elimination of 
violence against children; (ii) culturally relevant 
approaches to child and adolescent safety 
and wellbeing; (iii) the translation of trauma 
informed best practice evidence in to policy and 
service delivery; and (iv) modelling public health 
prevention approaches to address the impacts of 
adverse childhood experiences.

o r a t i o n 	 	 	 	 	 	B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 15 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	4 :30	Pm -5:30	Pm

2017 Families Australia Oration

FA_ChildAwareConf17_Handbook.indd   29 3/05/2017   11:12 am



30

Professor Brown has worked as a clinician and 
researcher in Aboriginal community controlled 
health services, remote primary care practices 
and tertiary centres nationally.

She is privileged to have been able to develop 
networks and long term relationships with 
Aboriginal communities in most states and 
territories, and her work has been acknowledged 
by professional and community awards – e.g. 
the AMA Woman in Medicine; an Aboriginal 

the hon shannon fentiman mP 
Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and 
Family Violence; Minister for Communities, 
Women and Youth; Minister for Child Safety; 
Member for Waterford

Shannon Fentiman is 
Queensland’s Minister for 
the Prevention of Domestic 
and Family Violence, 
Minister for Communities, 
Women and Youth and 
Minister for Child Safety.

Shannon is committed 
to social justice and 

throughout her career has worked to improve the 
lives of working people. She has also worked in 
a voluntary capacity for community groups that 
support women and families in need.

A critical priority for Shannon is tackling domestic 
and family violence and violence against women 
more broadly, and she plays a key role in the 
Palaszczuk Government’s urgent efforts to 
end violence.  

ms di farmer mP
Member for Bulimba, and current Deputy Speaker 
of the Queensland Parliament

Di Farmer is the Member 
for Bulimba, and current 
Deputy Speaker of 
Queensland Parliament. 
Di and her husband Ian 
have lived in hawthorne, 
in the Bulimba electorate, 
for almost 20 years, where 
they have raised their two 
daughters, lucy and Millie. 

Di holds a range of positions with numerous 
community groups including Morningside Festival, 
South East Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, 
and being a patron for Bulimba Senior Citizens, 
Cannon hill District and Vietnam Veterans RSl 
Sub‑Branch, and Cannon hill Bowls Club among 
others. Di was honoured to serve as the Member 
for Bulimba from 2009‑2012, earning a reputation 
as a hard worker who is passionate about her 
community. She was delighted to be re‑elected 
in January 2015. She holds a Bachelor of Speech 
Therapy from the University of Queensland and a 
Postgraduate Diploma of Administrative Studies 
from Kedron Park College of Advanced Education. 
She has worked extensively in the public service 
and in her local community prior to her election. 
As such Di is passionate about good health and 
education services, and ensuring her constituents 
have their voices heard when it comes to the 
future of Bulimba.  

2017 FA M I l I E S  AU S T R A l I A O R AT I O N I N T RO D U C T I O N BY 

ms di farmer mP, Member for Bulimba, and current Deputy Speaker of the Queensland Parliament

R EP R E S EN T I N G the hon shannon fentiman mP, Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence; 
Minister for Communities, Women and Youth; Minister for Child Safety; Member for Waterford

and Torres Strait Islander Community Award for 
Contributions to Indigenous health (The Deadlys).

Professor Brown has recently established 
Ngaoara ltd Child and Adolescent Wellbeing, a 
not‑for‑profit providing specialist outreach and 
integrated care to children affected by trauma 
and with complex comorbidities; and supporting 
communities to develop initiatives focused on 
breaking intergenerational cycles of trauma 
and disparity.
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The national framework for children’s services 
and its theoretical foundation will be described. 
The background to the development of the 
national framework will be explored within an 
analysis of the cultural and political drivers that 
facilitated the approach. In particular there will 
be consideration of why a national approach was 
adopted, the strategies employed to develop it 
and why it was ultimately enshrined in legislation.

Drawing on national surveys of responses to child 
neglect, the presentation will reflect on the impact 
of Girfec and what has changed in local policy 
and practice. The core elements of the framework 
and the tools for practice will be presented with 
reflections on how they are being implemented in 
an inter‑disciplinary context.

There will also be an analysis of the pitfalls 
and challenges along the way, in particular the 
partially successful legal challenge to the ‘named 
person’ element of the framework.

The presentation will critically analyse the way 
in which the framework aims to address the 
spectrum of issues from relatively minor need for 
support for parenting through to a child’s need for 
immediate protection in high risk circumstances.

Professor Brigid daniel
School of Applied Social Science, University 
of Stirling, UK

Brigid Daniel, MA (hons), 
PhD, CQSW, originally studied 
psychology and carried out 
research in infant perceptuo‑
motor development. Following 
qualification as a social 
worker she practised in 
Edinburgh before moving to 
Dundee University to teach 

on post‑qualifying courses in child care and 
protection, then to Stirling University as Senior 
lecturer in Social Work and back to Dundee as the 
Professor of Child Care and Protection and Director 
of Studies of Child Care and Protection.

Brigid is currently Professor of Social Work and 
Director of the Centre for Child Wellbeing and 
Protection in the School of Social Sciences at the 
University of Stirling (www.stir.ac.uk/ccwp/). She is 
the academic advisor to WithScotland – a national 
hub of expertise based at Stirling University that 
aims to enhance research and practice in child 
welfare and protection in Scotland.

Brigid is Principal Investigator for Permanently 
Progressing?, a research project that is the first 
stage for what is planned to be a longitudinal 
study of outcomes for children in Scotland looked 
after away from home under the age of five 
(http://www.stir.ac.uk/social‑science/research/
research‑areas/cfr/permanently‑progressing/). 
She is also Scottish lead for the Nuffield funded 
4 UK nation study, Identifying and Understanding 
Inequalities in Child Welfare Intervention Rates.

K e y n o t e  a d d r e s s 	 B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 16 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	8 :30	a m -9:0 0	a m

‘Getting it right for every child’ – Scotland’s 
framework for children’s services
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Most Australians take for granted the right to grow 
up happy, safe and well, surrounded by family. 
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, 
growing up with family and culture is not only a 
human right, but is crucial to assisting the healing 
process from intergenerational trauma caused by 
decades of injustice.

Yet despite numerous legal and policy frameworks 
protecting their rights, today the rate of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children in out‑of‑home 
care is almost ten times that of other children, 
and only continues to grow. Decades of research, 
policy and legislative change have been 
inadequate to shift paternalistic approaches to 
genuine empowerment and self determination.

This keynote address will speak to the urgent 
need for transparency and accountability from all 
Australian Governments to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children, families and communities, 
and offer community‑led, practical solutions to 
some of the endemic issues faced by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children, families and 
communities when they come into contact with 
child protection systems.

To ensure that all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children thrive into adulthood, we 
must secure:

•	 Commitment to a COAG target and strategy, 
developed in partnership with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, to eliminate the 
over‑representation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in out of home care 
by 2040.

•	 A nationally consistent longitudinal data 
collection that transparently reports on safety 
and well‑being outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children.

•	 Full legislation of each of the five elements of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Placement Principle in all jurisdictions.

•	 Recognition of the right to self‑determination 
and cultural authority of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.

Governments must learn from mistakes of the 
past and start to trust Aboriginal people to 
drive solutions for their children, families and 
communities.

natalie lewis
CEO, Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Child Protection Peak

Natalie lewis is a descendant 
of the Gamilaraay (Kamilaroi) 
Nation and is the current 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Queensland Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Child 
Protection Peak (QATSICPP). 
her professional experience 
has been acquired in 

Queensland and in the United States in the areas 
of youth justice and child protection, providing 
direct service, program and policy development 
and organisational leadership over the past 
twenty years.

Natalie currently serves on the National Executive 
of SNAICC – National Voice for our Children, 
and is co‑chair of the National Family Matters 
Campaign. She also holds appointments on the 
Qld Domestic and Family Violence Implementation 
Council, Youth Sexual Violence and Abuse Steering 
Committee and the Queensland Policy leaders 
Forum. Natalie was an active member of the 
Expert Advisory Group to the Queensland Child 
Protection Commission of Inquiry and remains 
strongly involved in the implementation of the 
reform agenda.

K e y n o t e  a d d r e s s 	 B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 16 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	9 :0 0	a m -9:30	a m

Respect our rights, nurture our children, hear our 
voices – government accountability to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children and families
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l a U n c h 	 	 	 	 	 	B o u l e va r d	au d i to r i u m		• 	 	 15 	m ay	2017	 	• 	 	9 :0 0	a m -10 :30	a m

The Family Place Approach 
Framework of Practice

associate Professor Kym macfarlane
Research Chair, The Salvation Army Griffith University 
Knowledge Partnership

lieutenant Brad mciver
Community Service Operations Manager (Doorways/
Moneycare/Communities for Children), Territorial 
Headquarters Social Program, The Salvation Army 
Australia, Eastern Territory 

The Family Place Approach Framework of Practice 
is a ground‑breaking initiative – a result of ongoing 
work between The Salvation Army Griffith University 
Knowledge Partnership and children and families 
of logan, Queensland. 

The initiative encourages the use of soft entry, 
universally accessible strategies to connect with 
children and families, placing an emphasis on 
building supportive and trusting relationships 
between practitioners, professionals, community 
members, children and families. 
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Child-at-risk electronic medical 
record alert

rosemaria flaherty1

1 Northern NSW local health District, NSW

 rosemaria flaherty manages Child Protection 
services for the Northern NSW Local Health District, 
and is a part-time PhD student with the Australian 
Centre for Child Protection. Rosemaria’s research 
examines the role of the unborn child high risk 
birth alert in connecting at-risk pregnant women to 
health and social care.

A Child‑At‑Risk (CAR) Alert is an alert applied to 
the electronic medical record of children and at‑
risk pregnant women where there are wellbeing 
concerns. The alert then prompts the next treating 
health clinician to take actions to assist the family 
including, but not limited to, follow‑up of missed 
health‑service appointments.

‘Possum playgroup’ – integrated care 
for children and families engaged with 
perinatal and family drug health

Jill martin1

1 Royal Prince Alfred hospital, NSW

 Jill martin is an RN, CFHN, currently working in the 
Newborn Family Support team at RPAH, Sydney. 
Her role includes working with the Perinatal and 
Family Drug Health team. She has previously 
worked with vulnerable families in a sustained 
home visiting programme in south-western 
Sydney.

Families dealing with parental substance 
dependence often feel alienated from mainstream 
health services. Access to parenting services 
during pregnancy and childhood can increase 
parenting confidence and capacity. By integrating 
a range of  services into the healthcare setting 
vulnerable families can access support in a way 
that best meets their needs.

Xpress Podium abstracts
X P R E S S  P o D I U M 

DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017       1000

Collaborative planning and systems 
reform – the Emperors new clothes?

Paul harkin1

1 The Benevolent Society, NSW 

 Paul harkin has a Masters in Community 
Development and 20 years’ experience working 
in the community sector in Australia, Ireland and 
the UK. His current role seeks to harness the 
outward-looking, community-focused services 
in the Benevolent Society, so that each service 
better understands and connects with its local 
communities.

It’s fine to talk about systems reform, but if we 
don’t pay attention to how that plays out at a 
community level, where multiple service providers 
are engaged with government in meeting (or not) 
the needs of families and children then we are 
unlikely to get outcomes.

Hitting children is ok but hitting 
adults is not!

Karen flanagan am1

1 Save the Children, Vic

 Karen flanagan am is a qualified social worker 
with 34 years clinical, managerial, training 
and research experience in Child Protection, 
specialising in sexual abuse. Currently, Karen 
is Save the Children Australia’s Child Protection 
Senior Specialist providing technical support, 
training and capacity building for governments, 
staff and programs nationally and internationally.

In Australia it is still legal for adults to physically 
punish and chastise children. When adults hit 
adults they can be charged with assault. This 
presentation will discuss the current status on 
what Australia is (or is not) doing to uphold 
children’s rights to protection from violence in 
the home.
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The family matters national week of 
action: Strong communities. Strong 
culture. Stronger children.
fleur smith1

1 SNAICC, Vic

 fleur smith is currently the Family Matters 
National Campaign Coordinator at SNAICC – 
National Voice for our Children. Fleur holds an 
Honours Degree in Anthropology and has over 
a decade’s experience in the not-for-profit sector 
in policy and advocacy roles, with a focus on 
Aboriginal health and social justice advocacy. 

The Family Matters National Week of Action is a 
ground‑breaking collaboration which seeks to 
raise national awareness of the urgent need for 
action on the over‑representation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children in out of 
home care, through empowering the voices 
of communities.

Lead or be led: creating research culture 
to improve child and family outcomes
dr Katrina stratton1

1 Wanslea, WA

 Katrina stratton has an extensive practice and 
research history with children and families across 
government, not-for-profit and university sectors. 
As Coordinator for Research and Evaluation at 
Wanslea, Katrina is responsible for developing and 
implementing a research strategy and building 
research culture across the organisation. 

There exists ever‑increasing pressure to 
demonstrate our evidence‑base and impact with 
children and families. Despite multiple barriers, 
there are risks of being led and opportunities to 
lead in building sector research capacity. learning 
from a NFP in WA, Wanslea, with research track 
record will be shared. 

Empty hearts empty arms: women 
who lose successive children to child 
protection
nichole condon1

1 Village Community Services Inc., Qld

 nichole condon has worked in the field for 
over 20 years, in roles including youth work in 
residential care, young parent residential support, 
domestic violence, community development. She 
has been in her current role in family support for 
seven years. 

Young women with multiple and complex issues 
may be part of a hidden population experiencing 
successive children removed by child protective 
services. This group, highlighted internationally, 
needs focus in Australia. local research and 
intensive case management to bring about 
change forms early intervention through reduced 
successive pregnancy or increased skills.

Building child environments – ensure 
strong links between early intervention 
with intense support services
dr susan tregeagle1,2

1 Barnardos Australia, NSW
2 University of Sydney, NSW

 sue tregeagle is a social worker and holds a PhD 
in social policy. She writes in the area of out-of-
home care, open adoption, prevention of entry to 
care and technology in social work.

This presentation will argue that we need to 
strengthen the association between early 
intervention and more intense and crisis services 
to vulnerable families.

X P R E S S  P o D I U M

DAY 1  Monday 15 May 2017       1430
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The primary prevention of violence 
against women, how can it protect 
Australia’s children? 

cara Gleeson1

1 Our Watch, Vic 

 cara Gleeson has a decade of experience 
in gender equality, women’s rights, violence 
prevention and women, peace and security in 
the NFP sector. Currently program manager for 
Children and Young People at Our Watch, she has 
represented YWCA Australia at the UN Commission 
of the Status of Women three times and presented 
at the UN Human Rights Commission through the 
Universal Periodic Review. 

Seven years ago two key national policy agendas 
were developed, the National Plan to Reduce 
Violence Against Women and their Children 
and the National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children. This Xpress Podium will 
examine how the evidence base for the primary 
prevention of violence against women can protect 
Australia’s children.

Commsync – Communities in Sync: using 
technology to synchronise safe and 
supportive communities by empowering 
families to become first responders 

chris Boyle1

1 Commsync – Communities In Sync, Qld

 chris Boyle has dedicated his 20 year social 
work career to child protection. He has a passion 
for social justice and giving a voice to the most 
vulnerable children, young people and families 
in our community. In 2012, Chris completed an 
international Churchill Fellowship into addressing 
child abuse and neglect.

Commsync is applying innovative technology to 
increase safety and supports for children and 
having their voices heard – without having to say 
a thing! The Commsync solution incorporates 
a watch that provides timely interventions for 
children and families in need of safety and 
support; ensuring that every child has protection.

 t hink
 a ct 

 P romote

Promoting Child Wellbeing 
and Safety through Local 

Community Solutions

child aware 
local initiative

childaware.org.au
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Capturing outcomes for children and 
young people in out of home care

elizabeth Wortham1 
catherine spini1

1 Centrecare, WA

 elizabeth Wortham has over 10 years’ experience 
in the non-profit sector in Australia and overseas. 
Since 2014, Elizabeth has been Executive Manager 
for Centrecare Djooraminda. Elizabeth is a strong 
advocate for ensuring children and young people 
are provided the best opportunities in life and have 
an opportunity to maintain a strong, meaningful 
connection to culture.

An overview of the development and 
implementation of a holistic therapeutic framework 
in Centrecare’s Aboriginal specific, out of home 
care service. The Framework ensures children are 
able to contribute to their care journey, and ensures 
therapeutic care plans are able to adapt to the 
unique needs of children in care.

Supporting young people’s development 
and wellbeing in therapeutic residential 
care through positive psychology 
interventions

david o’rafferty1 
candice alusiola1 
Kerra-lee shearer1

1 Junction Australia, SA

 candice alusiola is Team Leader of the Youth 
Connections Program, which aims to build long 
lasting wellbeing for some of South Australia’s most 
vulnerable children and young people. As one of 
Junction Australia’s Resilience Trainers, Candice has 
trained staff and young people. Candice has played 
a significant role in the organisation’s shift towards 
positive psychology.

Junction Australia provides Therapeutic Residential 
Care for young people under Guardianship. An 
overview of neuroplasticity and the brain’s capacity 
to change in response to intrinsic and extrinsic 
stimuli. Using Positive Psychology interventions, 
we are cultivating a culture of gratitude and 
growth‑mindset; providing young people skills in 
mindfulness, based on PERMA+.

Counting placement stability: time to 
get real!

Julie harcourt1

1 Queensland Family and Child Commission, Qld

 Julie harcourt has been Director of Research at 
the Queensland Family and Child Commission, 
and previously the Commission for Children and 
Young People and Child Guardian, for over eight 
years. Ms Harcourt’s focus has been research that 
has practical application to improve outcomes for 
vulnerable children and young people.

The way placement stability in out of home 
care is counted in Australia results in a serious 
undercount of the instability children experience. 
Undercounting such a significant negative 
influence on children should be addressed; 
and include a real time count of all placements 
children experience across their lifetime in care.

Shared understandings – a project to 
support professionals to communicate 
to carers about sexuality and sexual 
behaviour

angela Wunsch1

1 True Relationships and Reproductive health, Qld

 angela Wunsch is Assistant Manager, Child 
and Family Education at True Relationships and 
Reproductive Health (True), formerly Family 
Planning Queensland, and has over 14 years’ 
experience working with children, young people 
and families. 

The Shared Understandings project was delivered 
to foster and kinship care professionals in 
Queensland, increasing their confidence and 
competence to support carers, communicate 
about relationships and sexuality, and respond 
to the sexual health and behaviour needs of the 
children and young people in their care.

X P R E S S  P o D I U M

DAY 2  Tuesday 16 May 2017       0930
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The social return on investment for 
a community-based volunteer home 
visiting program

dr rebekah Grace1 
les hems2 
Professor lynn Kemp6 
Grainne o’loughlin3 
anna harvie4 
leith sterling5

1 Macquarie University, NSW
2 Ernst & Young, NSW
3 Karitane, NSW
4 Save the Children, Vic
5 The Benevolent Society, NSW
6 Western Sydney University, NSW  

 dr rebekah Grace is a Senior Researcher and the 
Vice Chancellor’s Innovation Fellow in the Faculty 
of Human Sciences at Macquarie University. She 
leads the Volunteer Family Connect Research 
Project, a rigorous trial of a best-practice volunteer 
home visiting program to examine its effectiveness 
in supporting isolated and/or vulnerable families 
of young children.

 les hems is a Director with Ernst & Young, 
and a specialist in applied research to inform 
transformative solutions that address social 
challenges. He is a leader in the development of 
outcome frameworks to measure social impact 
and social return on investment, and he is one 
of the Chief Investigators on the Volunteer Family 
Connect Project. 

Volunteer Family Connect is a community‑based 
volunteer home visiting program. A randomised 
controlled trial to determine the effectiveness 
of this program, including a social return on 
investment (SROI) analysis, is currently underway. 
This presentation will discuss pilot SROI findings 
and the importance of government investment in 
volunteer home visiting.

National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children: analysis of Australian 
initiatives with parenting messages 

dr michelle macvean1 
Vikki leone2 
annette michaux1

1 Parenting Research Centre, Vic
2 Centre for Community Child health at the 

Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, Vic  

 annette michaux’s role at PRC includes promoting 
the implementation of evidence-based policy in 
Australia and she directs a number of government 
funded national and multi-year projects. She is 
responsible for leading a team of researchers, 
implementation, communication and knowledge 
translation specialists. Annette has extensive 
experience in child and family policy.

This analysis of Australian initiatives with 
messages about parenting in the first 1000 days 
was commissioned to inform the development of 
community awareness raising campaigns about 
the importance of parenting. Recommendations 
are presented for the development of messages, 
messaging about parenting, campaign 
development and further communications 
research.

Framing the message in Australia about 
the importance of the first 1,000 days 

sue West1 
megan Keyes1

1 Centre for Community Child health, Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute, Vic

 sue West and megan Keyes are leaders at the 
Centre for Community Child Health, MCRI. They 
are passionate about the practical application of 
research and knowledge to addressing inequities 
and issues facing Australia’s families and are 
experts in the use of strategic framing for effective 
communication.

Concurrent Session abstracts
C o n C U R R E n T  S E S S I o n  1 a
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This presentation will outline the results of 
research and discuss the implications for 
innovative communications practice around the 
‘first 1,000 days’ in Australia.

Child safe approaches in children’s 
contact services – opportunities and 
challenges – under review

elise dunn1 
Jessica langtry1

1 Interrelate, NSW 

 elise dunn is a Senior Manager within Interrelate’s 
Research and Service Development team. Jessica 
Langtry is the Coordinator of the Children’s Contact 
Service in Caringbah. 

Children’s Contact Services are unregulated 
services in which the family law, criminal and 
child protection systems often intersect. Recent 
Australian research prompted Interrelate 
to conduct a review of its services, and the 
presentation shares learning about the process 
and outcomes which strengthened child aware, 
child safe, child friendly practices. 

Knowledge circles: empowering 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities through giving voice and 
real participation

candice Butler1 
nadia currie1

1 Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Child Protection Peak ltd, Qld 

 candice Butler is a Senior Practice Leader 
for QATSICPP with strong family connections 
to Yarrabah, North Queensland. Candice is 
committed to ensuring Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children are strong and supported 
through their developing years and assisting 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child 
protection workers to excel in best practice and 
quality case management. 

 nadia currie is a Badtjala woman from the Wide 
Bay region currently residing in Brisbane. Nadia 
has completed her Bachelor of Laws at Griffith 
University and currently enrolled in a Master of 
Laws at QUT, with a strong focus on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander child protection.

To ensure that the voices of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities throughout Queensland 
were heard and real participation was at the forefront, 
the Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Child Protection Peak limited (QATSICPP) developed 
the concept of the QATSICPP Knowledge Circles.  

Redefining Aboriginal community control 
and shifting the power back into Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities, 
families and children 

nadia currie1

1 Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Child Protection Peak ltd, Qld

 nadia currie is a Badtjala woman from the Wide 
Bay region currently residing in Brisbane.  Nadia has 
completed her Bachelor of Laws at Griffith University 
and currently enrolled in a Master of Laws at QUT, 
with a strong focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander child protection.  

Redefining Aboriginal Community Control in the 
Child Protection Sector.

Reviewing policy changes to child aware 
approaches in the homelessness sector: 
lessons in policy driving practice and 
service delivery 

dr yvonne Parry1 
Wendy radbone2 
susan horsfall2

1 Flinders University, SA
2 Inner Southern homelessness Service, UnitingCare 

Wesley Bowden, SA

 dr yvonne Parry is a Senior Lecturer at Flinders 
University. Since 1976 she has provided services to 
vulnerable children. Furthermore, from 2002 her 
research expertise has focused on vulnerable and at 
risk children, and children’s access to health services, 
to ensure that children have the best start in life and 
of reaching their potential.

This interactive Policy Think Space Session 
explores ‘Does policy really drive what we do or is 
it something else? Does it really influence service 
delivery?’ questions using the practical examples 
of the implementation of CAA policy driven change. 
Gaps in implementation will be identified and 
explored and translated.
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New Winangay trauma resources that 
keep kids safe and strong

aunty sue Blacklock am1 
Paula hayden1 
Gillian Bonser1 
Karen menzies1

1 Winangay Resources Inc, Qld

 aunty sue Blacklock am (Chair of Winangay 
Resources Inc) is a respected Elder of the 
Nucoorilma people from Tingha, NSW. Aunty 
Sue has been a lifelong advocate for finding new 
strength based ways of working with Aboriginal 
children and families. Aunty Sue was appointed 
the first Ambassador for Children, Australian 
Centre for Child Protection in 2014.

 Gillian Bonser is a cofounder and developer 
for Winangay Resources. She is a psychologist, 
consultant and facilitator who specialises 
in lateral thinking and innovative resource 
development. She has a long history of social 
justice activism in relation to Aboriginal people 
and those who are living with trauma.

 Paula hayden (Social Worker) is cofounder and 
developer of Winangay Resources. With over 
35 years’ experience working in OOHC & Child 
Protection. A consultant and facilitator she has 
had a lifelong commitment to social justice & to 
developing resources which are empowering, 
strength based and enabling. Paula has been 
published nationally and internationally.

 Karen menzies (Lecturer Wollutuka Institute 
University of Newcastle) Vice Chair Winangay 
Resources Inc. A Wonnnarua woman from the 
Hunter Valley NSW, Karen was the social worker 
on the Bringing Them Home report and has over 
30 years’ experience working in OOHC and Child 
Protection.

This workshop will focus on embedding trauma 
informed (TIC) principles in our daily practice to 
deliver child centred and safe environments. It 
explores ways of applying the principles in ways 
that increase worker confidence and competence 
with real outcomes for children and families.

The Family Place Approach: building safe 
communities for children and families

dr Jennifer cartmel1 

melinda nelson2 

associate Professor Kym macfarlane1

1 Griffith University, Qld  
2 The Creche & Kindergarten Association 

limited, Qld

 associate Professor Kym macfarlane has 
worked in the early childhood sector for many 
years. She has experience as an early childhood 
teacher and in higher education in the field of Child 
and Family Studies in Human Services. She has 
extensive experience in working and researching 
practice issues and early intervention with children 
0-18 years and their families. 

 dr Jennifer cartmel is senior lecturer with the 
School of Human Services and Social Work at 
Griffith University and the Research Chair for The 
Salvation Army/Griffith University Knowledge 
Partnership.

The workshop will show how high quality soft entry, 
universal early intervention and prevention practice 
can be undertaken and used to engage with 
families to co‑create, design and implement safe 
spaces for them to use.

Preparing the ground with agility and 
persistence to influence policy

dr lesley Van schoubroeck1

1 Queensland Mental health Commission, Qld

 dr lesley van schoubroeck has many years’ 
experience in social policy in the public sector and 
is passionate about seeing good ideas become 
policy and make a difference to our most vulnerable 
people. She was appointed on 1 July 2013 as 
Queensland’s first Mental Health Commissioner. 
Lesley loves working with complex policy issues.

Both agility and persistence are required to get 
and maintain political attention in an environment 
of competing agendas and media scrutiny. This is 
your chance to identify opportunities to maintain 
a sense of urgency, to turn great ideas to better 
outcomes for families and children.
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From passive recipients to contributing 
partners. Embedding co-design principles 
to improve outcomes and impact  

david Boutkan1

1 The Family Centre, NSW

 david Boutkan has worked with The Family 
Centre for 12 years, with over 30 years’ experience 
in the community services sector. He has worked 
in Family & Community Services, Health & Juvenile 
Justice, child protection, out of home care and 
youth & family. David has a special interest/
experience in community led co-design, integrated 
service delivery and collective impact approaches.

how to embed co‑design principles into 
community organisations delivering rigidly 
prescribed government funded programs to 
improve outcomes and impact for children, young 
people, families and communities. 

From nested to networked systems

craig Bradbrook1

1 Unitingcare Wesley Port Adelaide, SA

 craig Bradbrook has worked in the Early 
Childhood and Social Services sector for over ten 
years. In previous roles he has supported the 
development of program implementation and 
evaluation measurement tools and frameworks for 
early childhood development, parenting support 
and building community capacity.

The Western Integrated Intensive Family Support 
System is a systems approach to addressing Early 
Childhood Development Outcomes. Moving from 
Nested to Networked systems, better understand 
the system parts, their influence on system 
interactions and how these can provide much 
needed levers for change.

Linking research to practice to develop 
and implement a practice framework 
that promotes positive outcomes for 
families and their children

Pauline dixon1

1 Wanslea, WA

 Pauline dixon is Executive Manager of Family 
Services at Wanslea. She has over 25 years’ 
experience working with families experiencing 
vulnerability and their children. She currently 
manages a team that works across parenting, 
prevention of children entering care, reunification, 
support to children of parents with mental illness 
and early intervention and prevention of children 
and young people developing a mental illness. 

linking research to practice has been a ten year 
journey at Wanslea. Wanslea has co‑produced 
an evidence‑informed practice framework that is 
used in its parenting programs to promote positive 
outcomes for families experiencing vulnerability 
and their children. lessons have been learned 
from data collection and the introduction of 
coaching. 

Voices of children and young people in 
out-of-home care: what are they saying?

sam chambers1 
nicole hunter1

1 Australian Institute of health and Welfare, ACT  

 nicole hunter is a senior project manager at the 
AIHW. She was the lead researcher on the data 
linkage project that explored the educational 
outcomes of children and young people in out-of-
home care, and the project manager for indicator 
development and reporting under the National 
Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children.

A national survey of young people in out‑of‑home 
care was conducted to allow reporting against 
eight indicators under the National Standards for 
out‑of‑home care for the first time.

C o n C U R R E n T  S E S S I o n  1 b
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Preventing filicide: what can 
professionals and families do?

Jo cavanagh oam1

1 Family life ltd, Vic 

 Jo cavanagh oam has worked for the community 
since 1976 and as CEO at Family Life since 1996. She 
has led a program of change and organisational 
growth to expand effective services, support and 
connections which empower vulnerable families, 
children and young people. Her passion is the 
wellbeing of children.  

Understanding the complex interplay of factors 
which impact on adults in the context of parental 
separation and require an integration of health 
and family service systems to promote early 
intervention approach to identify the risk of filicide, 
a parent killing their child.

Parents becoming change agents

susie edwards1 
Gill tilney1 
andrea World2

1 Family Inclusion Network South East Queensland
2 Parents as leaders Initiative, Qld

 susie edwards is Coordinator for the Family 
Inclusion Network (FIN) SE QLD, auspiced by Micah 
Projects Inc. Susie is a kinship carer and social 
worker with a keen interest in including families’ 
voices in the development of social policy. In 2016 
Susie and her team delivered the first Parent 
Leadership Institute Training Program for parents 
outside of the United States. 

 andrea World graduated from the Parent 
Leadership Training Institute Pilot in 2016 and is 
now part of the PLTI Alumni. Andrea will provide 
a summary of her project which is seeking to 
improve access to ante-natal services and provide 
positive birthing experiences to expecting mums 
in her Logan community. 

Parents as leaders and advocates for change in 
their communities, moving beyond “but I am just a 
parent” to becoming a change agent. The Family 
Inclusion Network (SEQ) in partnership with The 
Parent leadership Training Initiative (PlTI) invites 
conference delegates to sample “a taste of PlTI”.

What seed can we plant today that will 
ensure a future of collaboration and 
co-design between government and 
community?

marlene Butteriss1 
Valmae rose2

1 Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services, Qld

2 Marsden Families Program, Qld

 marlene Butteriss works in Stakeholder 
Engagement within Child and Family Reform in 
QLD Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services where she is responsible for 
engaging with community members to increase 
understanding and confidence, and participation in 
planning and engagement processes used. 

 Valmae rose is Program Manager at a small 
tertiary child protection service providing intensive 
family support and counselling in the Moreton Bay/
North Coast region of QLD. Valmae is committed to 
driving better policy and human service outcomes 
for vulnerable people through strong engagement, 
collaboration and innovation. 

In the context of the current reform agenda, this 
session will engage participants in conversations 
that explore how we work collaboratively with 
community to build systems and services that create 
safe and empowering environments in where children 
reach their full potential. And how we build shared 
responsibility between government and community.

The results are in … This works!

shelley fallowfield1 
lauren homes1

1 Relationships Australia Victoria

 shelley fallowfield co-ordinates the early matters 
program at Relationships Australia, offering services 
to engage parents and their children at three critical 
transition points, birth, kinder to school, primary 
school to high school. 

“early matters” programs formed by Relationships 
Australia Victoria offer a suite of primary prevention 
initiatives to support parents and their children 
to promote and strengthen healthy and safe 
relationships which prevent families entering a 
stress pathway.
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Shifting organisational culture to include 
children/young people and influence 
service outcomes from family law and 
child and family services

norma Williams1 
margaret cameron1

1 FRC logan, Uniting Care Community, Qld

 norma Williams is Program Manager with 
Uniting Care QLD and a senior family dispute 
resolution practitioner, with over 30 years’ 
experience in child development and care, conflict 
and dispute resolution, education and training and 
service delivery. Margaret Cameron is a Senior 
Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner with a 
background in social science and family law. 

Demonstrating outcomes of action research 
activity informing operational and professional 
practice change and resulting in significant 
increases in the participation of children and 
young people to have a say in procedural matters 
where decisions are being made that will affect 
them. honouring the UN Convention on Rights 
of the Child.

When our best efforts don’t seem 
to be enough

linda savage1

1 The Valuing Children Initiative, WA

 linda savage has a BA (Hons) in Political Science 
and a Law degree from Cambridge University. 
She has previously been the Director of the Social 
Security Appeals Tribunal, a member of the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal and a member of 
WA State Parliament. Linda is currently Convenor of 
the Valuing Children Initiative. 

With the wealth of evidence about what makes 
for a safe and supportive childhood, and the 
unprecedented focus on children today, what 
accounts for the gap between what we know, 
what we do, and the lives that some children have 
to endure?

Join the conversation.

#familiesweek
#childaware
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What has changed in decades of 
investment in child protection? – Have 
we made a difference?

Professor Patrick o’leary1

1 School of human Services and Social Work, 
Griffith University, Qld

 Professor Patrick o’leary has worked 
internationally on child protection, social work, 
gender-based violence, and the long-term impact 
of child sexual abuse. Recently he has worked 
as Senior Innocenti Research Fellow for UNICEF 
Office of Research, and an advisor to the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse.

Child protection controversies have led to 
questioning of the effectiveness of public 
investment. however, there is some cause for 
optimism because long‑term incidents of some 
of the worst forms of child maltreatment have 
declined. This paper will outline this positive trend 
as a strong platform for continued investment and 
innovation.

Can the use of Rumble’s Quest, a new 
measure of child wellbeing, benefit 
NGOs? Findings from a Brisbane 
implementation trial

dr rosie teague1 
Julie harcourt1 
Philip Janz1

1 Queensland Family and Child Commission, Qld 

 dr rosie teague commenced her research career 
as a PhD student working on the Pathways to 
Prevention Project led by Professor Ross Homel. 
Her research interests include child wellbeing, 
out-of-home care and parenting. She is currently 
working as a researcher at the Queensland Family 
and Child Commission.

Rumble’s Quest is an innovative child‑report 
measure of wellbeing developed by Freiberg and 
homel. This paper describes an evaluation of the 
first use of this measure in a family support service 

context. Reported findings focus on services’ 
experiences, in particular how they used the 
information they gained.

Tough conversations in child protection

michael hawton1

1 Parentshop, Qld

 michael hawton is a registered psychologist, 
trained teacher, author, international speaker, 
media commentator and father of two. Michael 
has 30 years experience working with children and 
families including in his private practice, working 
with The United Nations in Seychelles. Michael’s 
training programs include 1-2-3 Magic® and 
Emotion Coaching, Engaging Adolescents and 
Tough Conversations in Child Protection. 

In this presentation, participants will learn part 
of a method which includes identifying different 
types of personalities and their ability to tolerate 
frustration. Participants will also be provided an 
overview of the Tough Conversations in Child 
Protection course. 

Maintaining connections between 
children in out-of-home care and their 
families

dr margaret Kertesz1

1 University of Melbourne, Vic

 dr margaret Kertesz is a Senior Research Fellow 
in the University of Melbourne Department of 
Social Work. With a background in both historical 
research and social work, Margaret has worked 
in the Child and Family Welfare sector for two 
decades, both in out-of-home care service 
provision and as a researcher.

A contact research study has found that fewer 
children in long‑term care see their families than 
do those for whom reunification is planned. Given 
research evidence that family connections are 
important for good psychological outcomes, this 
presentation discusses an approach that focuses 
on a range of strategies for family connection.
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Using performance information to 
drive improvements in out-of-home 
care services: 22 years of the report on 
government services

ailsa mcPherson1

1 Productivity Commission, Vic

 ailsa mcPherson is a senior research analyst 
at the Productivity Commission, where she is 
a member of the Secretariat for the Review of 
Government Service Provision. Ailsa’s areas 
of responsibility include child protection and 
youth justice.

Improving services to assist young people in 
out‑of‑home care to flourish in adulthood requires 
high quality performance information. This 
presentation will inform participants on how the 
performance information in the COAG‑initiated 
Report on Government Services can be used to 
facilitate improvement in the wellbeing of young 
people in out‑of‑home care.

Creating a research agenda with 
grandparent carers in WA: partnerships, 
policy and engagement

dr Katrina stratton1

1 Wanslea, WA

 dr Katrina stratton has an extensive practice 
and research history with children and families 
across the government, not-for-profit and 
university sectors. As Coordinator for Research 
and Evaluation at Wanslea, Katrina is responsible 
for developing and implementing a research 
strategy and building research culture across the 
organisation.  

Grandparent care is the fastest growing 
form of out of home care, yet there is a scant 
evidence base to inform best practice or policy. 
Wanslea has established a research agenda 
and partnerships to secure a significant grant 
to explore the impact of grandparent care and 
improve outcomes for children.

Protecting and valuing children: what 
would success look like and how does 
that relate to policy development?

dr Brian Babington1 
Professor daryl higgins2

1 Families Australia, ACT
2 Institute of Child Protection Studies, Australian 

Catholic University, Vic

 dr Brian Babington is CEO of Families Australia 
and plays leadership roles in numerous national 
and international bodies, particularly as convenor 
of the National Coalition on Child Safety and 
Wellbeing and as a director of Plan International 
Australia. 

 Professor daryl higgins was appointed Professor 
and Director, Institute of Child Protection Studies, 
Australian Catholic University in February 2017. His 
research focuses on public health approaches to 
protecting children, and child-safe organisational 
strategies. A registered psychologist, he has been 
researching child abuse impacts and prevention, 
family violence, and family functioning since 1993.

This joint presentation will critically analyse current 
national policy responses to child safety and 
wellbeing concerns and explore how policy can be 
augmented by public health strategies that identify 
and respond to the needs of children in families.

Using ‘wings to fly’ as an intervention 
program for those working with young 
children

debbie miller1

1 Pathways To Resilience Trust, Qld

 debbie miller is the Director of Education and 
Learning at Pathways to Resilience Trust. She has 
worked extensively across the educational field. 
Her focus at the Trust is on the accessibility of social 
and emotional learning for children, developing 
safe environments and communication strategies 
based on brain based learning. 

The Wings Program aims to educate those 
working with young children of the importance of 
creating safe spaces and strong relationships to 
foster healthy brain growth. It is presented from 
the pedagogy of belief in a child’s strength and 
capability rather than a deficit model.
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Keeping kids who are at high risk 
of sexual abuse safe – a whole of 
community approach

Kate mcintyre1

1 Family and Community Services, NSW

 Kate mcintyre is a qualified Social Worker, 
parent counsellor and experienced trainer. She 
has worked with children and families for over 
12 years in early intervention, family preservation, 
child protection and out of home care in the NSW 
government and non-government sector.

This presentation will focus on bold, practical and 
creative approaches to working with children, 
families and communities and will help you to see, 
understand and respond to children at high risk of 
child sexual abuse.

Leading a shift in policy and practice 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children through the National Framework

natalie lewis1

1 SNAICC – National Voice for our Children, Vic

 natalie lewis is a descendant of the Gamilaraay 
(Kamilaroi) Nation and is the current Chief 
Executive Officer of the Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak 
(QATSICPP). Natalie currently serves on the 
National Executive of SNAICC – National Voice for 
our Children, and is co-chair of the National Family 
Matters Campaign. 

This presentation addresses the work of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Working 
Group to advise on and monitor progress towards 
the full implementation of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle 
through the Third Action Plan for the National 
Framework for Protecting Australia’s children.

Prevention of 
Sexual Violence: 
A Practitioner’s 
Sourcebook
Keith l. Kaufman

Go in  
the draW to 

Win a coPy of 
this BooK at the 

families aUstralia 
exhiBitor’s  

taBle
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Achievements of the Child Aware 
Local Initiative

christine Gibson1

1 Australian Centre for Child Protection, University 
of SA

 christine Gibson has a degree in Social Work, 
Masters in Policy Studies, and substantial 
experience in evaluating interventions, workforce 
development and research into child welfare and 
service provision for vulnerable children. Christine 
was a Partner Investigator in two ARC projects: 
Diffusion of Innovation and the Needs of Children 
in Care. She was a foundation member of ARACY.

The Child Aware local Initiative’s success is 
reflected in the achievements of groups of people 
who committed to take action for children. This 
presentation describes how young children’s 
development and wellbeing was addressed in 
two sites and how four sites went about building 
child safe environments.

Attendance of children in foster and 
kinship care in early years’ provision in 
the first two years of life 

dr sarah Wise1

1 The University of Melbourne and Berry Street, Vic

 dr sarah Wise creates knowledge through robust 
research to solve policy and social problems 
that concern children with vulnerabilities and 
their families. Sarah has a background in 
developmental psychology and over 20 years’ 
experience working at the interface of research, 
practice and policy with special interest in out-of-
home care, complex interventions and systems of 
care and early childhood development. 

This paper presents findings from an Australian 
national survey on the quality of childcare used by 
children in care in their first two years of life and 
the reasons carers give for using, or not using, 
early years’ services.

Improving safety, permanency and 
wellbeing for children and young people in 
OOHC: implementing an outcome-focussed 
quality assurance framework in NSW

Penny hood1 
annette michaux2 
Jamie hodgson3

1 NSW Department of Family and Community 
Services, NSW

2 Parenting Research Centre, Vic
3 The Children’s Services Provider, NSW

 Penny hood is Director Innovation, Co-Design and 
Implementation within the Programs and Service 
Design (PSD) Division of the NSW Department of 
Family and Community Services. 

 annette michaux is responsible for leading a 
number of the Parenting Research Centre’s (PRC) 
major research, development and implementation 
projects. 

 Jamie hodgson is State Director for Key Assets, The 
Children’s Services Provider (NSW) since April 2012. 
Jamie brings over twenty years’ experience in out of 
home care, child protection and human services in 
the UK and Australia. 

Key learnings from a NSW trial of a framework 
to reliably and consistently measure individual 
outcomes for children and young people in statutory 
OOhC.

Raising Expectations; increasing the 
number of young people leaving out of 
home care going on to higher education 

Joanna humphries1

1 The Centre for Excellence in Child and Family 
Welfare, Vic

 Joanna humphries is an experienced program 
and project manager, coach and mentor. She has 
provided consultancy services to government, private 
and not-for-profit organisations across many sectors. 
Joanna is currently managing Raising Expectations 
which aims to increase the number of young people 
leaving care going on to higher education. 

C o n C U R R E n T  S E S S I o n S  3 a

DAY 1  Tuesday 16 May 2017       1030

FA_ChildAwareConf17_Handbook.indd   48 3/05/2017   11:12 am



15 -16 May 2017 • BRISBaNE
Driving national action on child safety and wellbeing 49

An initiative that is breaking new ground. A 
cross‑sectoral partnership between the Centre 
for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare and 
Federation and la Trobe universities to support 
and encourage more young people from care, and 
those that support them, to recognise university as 
an education pathway.

Child visitation at playgroup: parent and 
staff perspectives

dr ali lakhani1 
dr Jennifer cartmel2 
associate Professor Kym macfarlane2

1 Menzies health Institute Queensland
2 School of human Services and Social Work, 

Griffith University, Qld

 dr ali lakhani is a Post-Doctorate Fellow with 
Menzies Health Institute Queensland and Synapse. 
His research focuses on self-directed policy for 
persons with disability, integrated practice for 
early child development and care, and culturally 
appropriate research methods.

One emerging alternative form of child visitation 
is visitation that takes place within a playgroup 
setting. Consequently, in this study five parents 
and a child protection worker were interviewed 
to ascertain their perspectives about their 
participation in a playgroup used for child 
visitation.

Academic performance of children 
and young people in care: how do they 
compare?

nicole hunter1

1 Australian Institute of health and Welfare, ACT

 nicole hunter is a senior project manager at the 
AIHW. She was the lead researcher on the data 
linkage project that explored the educational 
outcomes of children and young people in out-of-
home care, and the project manager for indicator 
development and reporting under the National 
Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children.

This project was a large‑scale data linkage project 
that explored the NAPlAN results of children in out‑
of‑home care and compared these results to the 
wider student cohort.

Maximising parental alliance when 
working with young people

samantha Kolasa1

1 FMC Mediation and Counselling, Vic

 samantha Kolasa trained as a psychologist 
and worked directly with clients before moving 
into senior management roles in the not for 
profit sector. She has worked across all levels of 
Government bringing a wealth of experience in 
stakeholder engagement and the development 
and implementation of programs within a 
partnership context. 

This workshop will enable practitioners to work 
more effectively with parents where children 
are the primary client and will utilise practical 
techniques based in neuroscience to enhance 
positive outcomes and provide a holistic model 
of working with children and their families whilst 
upholding the safety of the child.

The garden – build the connections 
and strengthen the future, holding 
therapeutic intent in a parent and infant 
group program 

Kerryn roberts1

1 Relationships Australia, SA

 Kerryn roberts works across therapeutic 
children’s programs at Relationships Australia, 
SA. With a background in parenting, childbirth 
education, midwifery and nursing, Kerryn is an 
experienced coordinator and group facilitator 
providing child led parenting group programs 
with parents of children 0-4 years.  

This workshop stresses the importance of 
maintaining therapeutic ‘intent’ when working 
with at‑risk parents and their infants. Using 
trauma, attachment and attunement theories, 
parents are supported to use everyday activities 
as bonding opportunities. The Garden eight week 
program that supports parents to develop the 
mother/child relationship is used as exemplar.
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KiDs SAY: participation which drives 
practice

aunty sue Blacklock am1 
Gillian Bonser1 
Paula hayden1 
Karen menzies1 
dr rebekah Grace2

1 Winangay Resources Inc, Qld
2 Macquarie University, NSW

 aunty sue Blacklock am (Chair of Winangay 
Resources Inc) is a respected Elder of the 
Nucoorilma people from Tingha, NSW. Aunty 
Sue has been a lifelong advocate for finding new 
strength based ways of working with Aboriginal 
children and families. Aunty Sue was appointed 
the first Ambassador for Children, Australian 
Centre for Child Protection in 2014.

 Gillian Bonser is a cofounder and developer 
for Winangay Resources. She is a psychologist, 
consultant and facilitator who specialises in 
creative lateral thinking and innovative resource 
development. She has a long history of social 
justice activism in relation to Aboriginal people 
and those who are living with trauma.

 Paula hayden is (Social Worker) cofounder and 
developer of Winangay Resources. A consultant 
and facilitator, she over 35 years’ experience 
working in OOHC & Child Protection. Paula has 
had a lifelong commitment to social justice & to 
developing resources which are empowering 
strength based and enabling. Paula has been 
published nationally and internationally.

 dr rebecca Grace is a Senior Researcher and the 
Vice Chancellor’s Innovation Fellow in the Faculty 
of Human Sciences at Macquarie University. 
Her research spans the health, education and 
psychology fields, always focused on how we can 
best support vulnerable children and their families.

An energising presentation demonstrating a 
range of interactive ground breaking strategies 
to maximise children and young peoples’ 
engagement. This workshop will provide an 
opportunity to view and use resources including 
the Winangay “KiDs SAY” visual cards designed 
to generate children and young people’s 
participation in decision making.

We need to talk about talking to young 
people: when adults need to create 
space for the agency of young people

noelle hudson1

1 CREATE Foundation, Qld

 noelle hudson is an experienced policy analyst 
and worked in the policy areas of child protection, 
homelessness and housing, disability and family/
domestic violence. Previous roles include Executive 
Officer for the Australian Sociological Association 
and the Senior Policy Officer for Q Shelter. She 
held Board positions with community based 
organisations. Noelle is CREATE Foundation’s 
National Policy and Advocacy Manager.

Consultation with young people is necessary to 
advocate for and on behalf of them. It empowers 
young people and provides organisations with 
vital information and practical knowledge to 
improve service delivery. This session will explore 
the successes and barriers experienced by 
different organisations regarding consultation with 
young people and policy.
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Young children, confidentiality and 
consent: educating young clients to 
improve child safety

tom lothian1

1 FMC Mediation and Counselling, Vic

 tom lothian has clinical experience in psychiatric 
hospitals, private practice, community drug and 
alcohol, community health and forensic system. In 
addition to individual and group therapy, Tom is an 
experienced trainer and developer of therapeutic 
and training manuals. His research interests 
include wellbeing, gender, prejudice, substance 
use, emotions, power and relationships. 

Consent and confidentiality in young children 
in the context of counselling will be explored. 
The relationship between building trustful 
relationship with children and ensuring consent 
and confidentiality is adhered to can be difficult. 
This presentation will explore the importance of 
open communication regarding the boundaries 
of consent and confidentiality.

Children with disability – an essential 
focus of the National Framework for 
Protecting Australia’s Children?

stephanie Gotlib1

1 Children and Young People with Disability 
Australia, Vic

 stephanie Gotlib is the Chief Executive Officer of 
the national representative persons’ organisation 
for children and young people with disability aged 
0 to 25 years, Children and Young People with 
Disability Australia (CYDA). CYDA provides systemic 
advocacy to achieve better outcomes for children 
and young people with disability and their families. 

Children with disability are continually overlooked 
in the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s 
Children. The safety and wellbeing of children 
with disability is still largely positioned as the work 
and responsibility of the disability sector. This 
presentation discusses why children with disability 
must be a core focus of the Framework.

Developing child safe institutions with 
people with disability

dr Jessica cadwallader1 
frances Quan farrant1

1 People with Disability Australia, NSW

 frances Quan farrant is a graduate qualified 
social worker with a background in research on 
violence and people with disability. Most recently 
Frances has been working with the PWDA Project 
Advocacy team undertaking field research on family 
and domestic violence and people with disability. 
Frances has published independently and as part 
of the PWDA Advocacy team.

People with Disability Australia (PWDA) has been 
running a research project entitled, ‘What makes 
institutions safe for children with disability?’ Children 
with disability experience far higher levels of 
violence than other children. Children with disability 
require particular consideration when developing 
child safe policies, procedures and institutions, and 
lived experience is invaluable to this process.

Cultural competency in care and 
protection through the eyes of Aboriginal 
young people

Jodie Griffiths-cook1

1 ACT human Rights Commission, ACT

 Jodie Griffiths-cook is the Public Advocate and 
Children and Young People Commissioner for the 
ACT. With 25 years’ experience in human services, 
a strong interest in social justice, and a commitment 
to upholding and advancing human rights, Jodie 
is a passionate advocate for systems change 
that facilitates effective individual outcomes and 
contributes to a sustainable and cohesive human 
services sector.

This workshop (co‑designed with Aboriginal young 
people) will enhance participants’ understanding of 
the importance of cultural connection for Aboriginal 
young people, and challenge participants to view 
the cultural competency of their organisation through 
the eyes of Aboriginal young people who have a 
lived experience of the care and protection system.
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Protecting children through family 
inclusion in child protection and out of 
home care

Jessica cocks1,2 
lyn stoker2,3 
teegan Bain1,2 
felicity Kime2 
lauren Graham4

1 life Without Barriers, NSW
2 Family Inclusion Strategies in the hunter Inc, NSW
3 Family Action Centre, University of Newcastle, NSW
4 Family Support Newcastle, NSW

 lyn stoker teaches Family Studies at the University 
of Newcastle and has extensive experience as a 
social worker in government and non government 
settings. 

 felicity Kime is a co founder of Family Inclusion 
Strategies in the Hunter. With experience of having 
her own children placed in care she understands 
what parents go through and how to best help 
them navigate the system successfully. 

 teegan Bain is a pioneering peer worker 
supporting parents and families navigate the out 
of home care system at Life Without Barriers.  

 lauren Graham is a Team Leader at Family 
Support Service, Newcastle NSW, providing 
services to families and their children who are 
socially and economically disadvantaged. 

This workshop will explore how genuine 
partnership and inclusion of parents and family 
in child protection and out of home care practice 
can positively contribute to achieving the current 
goals of the Third Action Plan for the National 
Framework: “Protecting Children is Everybody’s 
Business”.

Fostering creativity – a child aware 
approach to support children and 
families to flourish

leigh tesch1 
rosie mcKeand1

1 Fostering Creativity Program, Tas

 rosie mcKeand is a visual artist and educator 
and was the lead artist in the Fostering Creativity 
program. She has worked extensively with young 
children, parents, teachers and community groups. 

 leigh tesch has a background in Occupational 
Therapy, storytelling and arts and health projects. 
She was the Program Co-ordinator with the 
Fostering Creativity program. 

This is an interactive workshop exploring creative 
approaches working with art materials and 
activities for children and families. The workshop 
will explore some of the practical activities used in 
the Fostering Creativity program and will describe 
and reflect on learnings from this program. 

Changing practice through collaborative 
advocacy: the Family Matters approach 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
child safety and wellbeing

Gerry moore1

1 SNAICC – National Voice For our Children, Vic

 Gerry moore, a Yuin man from the south coast 
of NSW, is CEO of SNAICC – National Voice for our 
Children and a Board member of the National 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples. Gerry was 
previously Managing Director of an Aboriginal 
community organisation in Canberra and Nowra 
in South Coast NSW. 

The Family Matters campaign provides a unique 
opportunity for organisations to walk the talk on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child safety 
and wellbeing. This workshop offers participants 
the opportunity to learn from innovative 
organisational practice, built on the six principles 
of the Family Matters rights‑based advocacy 
framework.
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In what ways can our sector take 
a greater prevention and early 
intervention approach to further 
enhance the wellbeing of children 
into the future?

Professor John toumbourou1 
Jackie Brady2  

dr adam heaton2

1 Centre for Social and Early Emotional 
Development, School of Psychology, Deakin 
University, Vic

2 Family & Relationship Services Australia 
(FRSA), ACT

 Professor John toumbourou is the Chair in 
Health Psychology within the School of Psychology 
and Leader in Intervention (Prevention) Sciences 
within the Centre for Social and Early Emotional 
Development at Deakin University. He has 
been influential internationally and nationally 

in assisting the development of research and 
practice in the fields of prevention science and 
health psychology. 

 Jackie Brady, as Executive Director of FRSA, is 
responsible for leading the strategic vision for the 
organisation, which includes creating better lives 
for children, families and communities throughout 
Australia. 

 dr adam heaton is Senior Policy Officer at FRSA 
and loves communicating big data and concepts 
in simple to understand language – toward 
improving the wellbeing of children, families and 
communities. 

By investing in prevention and early intervention 
there are great economic benefits to the nation as 
well as long‑term developmental and wellbeing 
outcomes for children and families. This workshop 
will explore what we can do to take a greater 
prevention and early intervention approach in our 
service delivery.

 t hink
 a ct 

 P romote

Promoting Child Wellbeing 
and Safety through Local 

Community Solutions

child aware 
local initiative

childaware.org.au
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Being child aware in South Western 
Sydney Local Health District

lisa mccue1 
Kelly Walker1

1 South Western Sydney local health District, NSW

 lisa mccue is Director Child Protection in South 
Western Sydney Local Health District and is leading 
an organisational wide child aware project across 
multiple settings. Lisa is a strong advocate for 
children and young people in her organisation 
to ensure that the safety, welfare and wellbeing 
of children and young people is considered in all 
Health settings. 

 Kelly Walker has a bachelor degree in 
Nursing, Arts (Welfare) and a Master’s degree in 
Counselling. Kelly is currently employed as the 
Director of Nursing for Drug Health Services, and 
is working in partnership with Lisa to implement a 
child aware framework in Drug Health Services.  

South Western Sydney local health District 
is developing a Child Safe and Child Aware 
Framework. The first phase of this project 
was to develop a district wide Child Aware 
communication strategy and key messages 
campaign and develop an audit tool to assess 
how child and family sensitive adult services are. 

An innovative platform for providing 
tailored support to young kinship carers

dr meredith Kiraly1

1 University of Melbourne, Vic

 dr meredith Kiraly is a psychologist with over 
thirty years’ experience specialising in out of home 
care, and particularly in kinship care. She is a 
Research Fellow in the Social Work Department 
at the University of Melbourne and has a small 
consultancy in human services.  

This presentation will outline a research project 
that is identifying significant unmet support needs 
among young kinship carers in Australia. A model 
for an innovative web‑based pilot support service 
will be presented, together with work in progress 
to establish the pilot project.

It takes a town: igniting a culture of 
generosity to build a thriving environment 
for all children in the 2484

dr elizabeth reimer1,2 
carmen stewart2,3

1 Southern Cross University, Qld
2 The Family Centre, NSW
3 Thrive Towns, NSW

 dr elizabeth reimer is a Lecturer at Southern Cross 
University. Elizabeth’s research includes family work, 
parent engagement in family services, child neglect, 
and workforce issues such as critical reflection. 

 carmen stewart is passionate about activating 
change to create futures we would all love to live in 
and designer of the award winning Making Places 
project – an initiative that explores what healthier 
and more sustainable futures for our communities 
could be like. 

Noticing higher than state‑average rates of 
unemployment, poverty, and homelessness, some 
residents living in the 2484 area have formed 
a collective to create a culture of generosity, 
responsiveness, and a thriving community. This 
presentation outlines the first 12 months of our 
efforts, including our theoretical framework and 
outcomes to date.

Early intervention with young parents 
to improve the first 1000 days of a 
child’s life

hannah richards1 
Bettina mcfadyen1

1 Brisbane Youth Service Centre For Young Families, 
Qld 

 hannah richards is a Social Worker who has been 
a Practitioner at Brisbane Youth Service Centre for 
Young Families for the last three years. She has 
experience in working with vulnerable young people 
and children with a disability. 

 Bettina mcfadyen is a Social Worker and senior 
practitioner at Brisbane Youth Service Centre for 
Young Families. She has worked in the organisation 
in multiple roles for the last 25 years. 
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Brisbane Youth Service works with at risk 
vulnerable young families using an attachment, 
infant mental health and strengths based 
framework. Early intervention and the building 
of relationships in the first 1,000 days of life is 
beneficial to a child’s development particularly 
when the child is of a young vulnerable family.

Valuing fathers for advancing children’s 
development from conception

Glenn hodgson1

1 Creche and Kindergarten Association, Qld

 Glenn hodgson has worked focusing on 
supporting fathers for almost ten years, running 
playgroups, special events such as daddy 
daughter hair days and providing intensive 
support. Glenn has also delivered training to 
professionals on father inclusive practice and the 
value of fathers for children’s development. 

This talk will highlight the value of fathers to 
children’s development and debunk the myths 
around working with fathers. It will draw from 
data, professional experience and The Family 
Place practice framework to assist professionals 
to work with fathers in more inclusive ways.

“At the pointy end of the stick”

anne tidyman1 
dr menka tsantefski2

1 Odyssey house Victoria, Vic
2 Griffith University, Qld

 anne tidyman has a background in nursing, 
public housing, community development, out-of-
home care and public advocacy. Anne is Manager, 
Child and Family Services, at Odyssey House 
Victoria. 

 menka tsantefski is a Senior Lecturer in the 
School of Human Services and Social Work at 
Griffith University. 

This presentation outlines key elements of practice 
in a program positioned “at the pointy end of the 
stick”, the interface between obstetric care, alcohol 
and other drug treatment and child welfare. It 
describes how the Social Work Outreach program 
attends to safety and improves outcomes among 
high‑risk infants and mothers.

Applications of the situation prevention 
model: building child-safe environments 
in practice

Professor daryl higgins1 
Professor Keith l. Kaufman2

1 Australian Catholic University, Vic
2 Portland State University, Portland, USA

 Professor daryl higgins is Professor and Director, 
Institute of Child Protection Studies, Australian 
Catholic University. His research focuses on public 
health approaches to protecting children, and 
child-safe organisational strategies. A registered 
psychologist, he has been researching child abuse 
impacts and prevention, family violence, and family 
functioning since 1993. 

 Professor Keith l. Kaufman, PhD, is a Licensed 
Clinical Psychologist and a Professor of Psychology 
at Portland State University in Portland, Oregon, 
USA. He has chaired state prevention committees 
in Ohio and Oregon and co-chaired the committee 
that created Oregon’s first statewide sexual 
violence prevention plan. 

This “how‑to” oriented training will describe a 
systematic approach to the identification of risks 
in community organisations as well as offering 
suggestions for prevention and risk reduction 
strategies to address the safety of children in 
youth‑serving organisations.

Keeping the child included in domestic 
violence interventions

dr ron frey1,2 
dr areana eivers1 
anna Jones2 
angela lynch3

1 School of Psychology and Counselling, Queensland 
University of Technology, Qld

2 The Talera Centre, Qld
3 Women’s legal Service, Qld

 dr ron frey is a developmental psychologist, 
lecturer and child and family therapist who serves 
on the Board of Directors of DV Connect and was a 
part of the committee convened by the Queensland 
Law Society to prepare the best practice guidelines 
for lawyers who deal with cases involving domestic 
violence.
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 dr areana eivers is a clinical psychologist who 
lectures in the School of Psychology and Counselling 
at QUT and has a special research interest in the 
effects of domestic violence, particularly its impact 
on children.

 anna Jones is the clinical programme manager of 
the Talera Centre, a specialist centre for children 
and families who have been exposed to domestic 
violence and other forms of family violence and 
abuse.

 angela lynch is the acting co-ordinator of the 
Women’s Legal Service, and was co-contributor 
and trainer to a recent project which focused on the 
needs of children in court cases where domestic 
violence has been alleged. 

An expert panel will provide a highly interactive 
discussion which focusses on the psychological, 
emotional, physiological and social impacts of 
domestic violence on children, and how these 
impacts are often forgotten in contexts where the 
perspectives of adults appear to be prioritised, 
such as in court settings.

Listening to children’s stories of domestic 
violence to improve service responses in 
CALD communities

hayley rideout1 
ana alvarez1

1 Immigrant Women’s Support Service, Qld

 hayley rideout is a Griffith University Bachelor of 
Social Work with Honours graduate. She has been 
an employee of Immigrant Women’s Support Service 
since 2015. She completed her honours dissertation 
in 2016 titled, “Children’s play and domestic and 
family violence refuges: A literature review”. 

 ana alvarez works at the Immigrant Women’s 
Support Service (IWSS). She has worked in both 
government and non-government sectors in 
domestic violence, homelessness, settlement 
support, family support, and community 
development.  

An interactive forum to discuss the importance of 
incorporating children’s needs and experiences in 
the development of service responses to domestic 
violence. Discussion will be informed by literature 
review findings as well as learnings from the 
development of resources aimed at enhancing 
mothers’ understanding of their children’s needs 
and experiences.

What does success look like and 
how does that relate to social policy 
development? 

dr roslyn Baxter1 
flora carapellucci1

1 Department of Social Services, ACT

 dr ros Baxter is Group Manager of Families 
Group in the Australian Government’s 
Department of Social Services. Her group 
leads the Government’s work on housing, 
homelessness, adoption and care policy, federal 
income management, financial wellbeing support, 
family support services, the family safety agenda 
and the National Framework for Protecting 
Australia’s Children. 

 flora carapellucci is Principal Advisor in the 
Department of Social Services’ Families Group. 
Flora provides senior leadership to the branches 
responsible for family policy and programmes, 
family safety and women’s safety, and children’s 
policy matters encompassing paid parental leave 
and intercountry adoption, among other policy 
responsibilities.

Would you like to know more about how policy 
reform happens in the Government? Step through 
the realities of social policy reform with leading 
policy makers. learn from case studies and 
discuss what leads to policy success. Workshop 
a policy issue and how you would implement 
your ideas. 
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1. Utilising playgroups to engage rural 
and regional communities and advance 
children’s development and wellbeing 

dr Joanne tarasuik1

1 Playgroup Victoria

This poster will present the role of playgroups in 
rural community engagement and the prevention 
of developmental vulnerability at school entry 
and isolation.

2. The implementation of therapeutic 
life story work: practice review of a 
pilot program

dr Jodie Park1

1 Family Pathway Solutions, NSW

This poster will present the implementation of 
therapeutic life story work in the Illawarra region of 
NSW. Therapeutic life story work is an attachment 
based intervention that involves the child and 
the carer. The intervention allows the child to 
understand and process their life history by using 
the relationship between the child and the carer 
as a reparative tool.

3. Why engaging parents in services 
is critical if we want to improve child 
wellbeing

debbie Buhajiar1 
nicola leng1

1 Uniting Communities, NSW

Supporting parents is one of the strongest 
evidence‑based approaches to improving 
children’s wellbeing. One of the barriers to 
providing parenting support is an adequate 
engagement strategy. This poster will present 
parent’s perceptions about parenting and 
parenting programs with an example of an 
engagement strategy that supports parents.

4. Healing in “other home care” 
the Aboriginal way

Jennifer hannan am1

1 Mackillop Family Services, WA

Story of the journey between MacKillop Family 
Services and Woolakabunning Kiaka Incorporated 
to provide “other home care” to Aboriginal children 
in country by local Aboriginal carers, based on the 
Sanctuary model.

5. The Victorian Multidisciplinary 
Centres Model

Joanne sheehan-Paterson1

1 Mallee Sexual Assault Unit/Mallee Domestic 
Violence Services, Vic

2 The National Association of Services Against 
Sexual Violence, Vic

The Victorian Multidisciplinary Centres Model is 
designed to respond to children and adult victim/
survivors of sexual abuse, family violence and 
child abuse, in an integrated, multidisciplinary 
context and environment which provides safety, 
support and access to the criminal justice system.

6. Supporting young people in out-of-
home care to flourish into adulthood – 
help children out of the care system

dr susan tregeagle1,2

1 Barnardos Australia, NSW
2 University of Sydney, NSW

Arguing for greater use of open adoption for non‑
Indigenous children who will stay the rest of their 
childhoods in care. Children’s outcomes are better 
and money currently supporting children in care 
can be used more effectively.

Posters
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7. Promoting child aware approaches to 
practical interventions in communities: 
using mixed methods research to 
evaluate communities for children 
programs

dr yvonne Parry1

1 Flinders University, SA

The poster identifies the use of mixed methods 
research processes in evaluating comprehensive 
service delivery programs to vulnerable 
children. This has helped to provide community 
based service providers with the methods 
needed to ensure they provide evidence based 
programs that inform their practices and service 
delivery to enhance the lives of vulnerable and 
at risk children.

8. Supporting adoption through structure

Joanna reece1 
derrinda doherty1 
dr susan tregeagle1,2

1 Barnardos Find‑a‑family, NSW
2 University of Sydney, NSW

Barnardos Find‑a‑Family has been finalising 
adoptions for children in out‑of‑home care since 
1985, with approximately half of the children in 
the program exiting care through adoption. This 
poster demonstrates the strategies that have 
supported Barnardos in achieving this goal and 
how these may assist other organisations. 

9. Strategies to improve children’s safety 
and wellbeing must address growing 
child poverty

dr susan tregeagle1,2

1 Barnardos Australia, NSW
2 University of Sydney, NSW 

This poster summarises recent evidence on the 
link between poverty and child abuse and neglect. 
It suggests that policy makers and practitioners 
incorporate this relationship into their work.

10. Managing challenging behaviours 
when conflict arises

samantha Kolasa1

1 FMC Mediation and Counselling, Vic

This poster discusses evidence based best 
practice to address managing challenging 
behaviours with parental alliance. Case studies 
have been examined to find common themes 
when working with parents and potential 
strategies identified to assist in engaging parents.

Join the conversation.

#familiesweek
#childaware
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Winangay Stronger Ways with Aboriginal 
Families

aunty sue Blacklock am1 
Paula hayden1 
Gillian Bonser1 
Karen menzies1

1 Winangay Resources Inc, Qld

Winangay Resources Inc. have developed 
resources to assist workers and carers in working 
with families and children. The resources have 
been recommended at the highest level by 
governments, academics, Elders, aboriginal 
workers and the healing Foundation. The display 
provides information and examples of the various 
resources Winangay Resources has produced.

Building connections for dads: research 
into dad focused parenting programs – 
what works

dr yvonne Parry1 
teresa o’Brien2 
lyall Willis3

1 Flinders University, SA
2 ac.care, Communities for Children 

Murraylands, SA
3 Centacare Catholic Family Services, SA

This research illustrates CAA programs and 
practice that engage fathers in positive 
parenting to decrease risk for children living in a 
disadvantaged rural community. The programs 
evaluated also actively connect all members of the 
community with the local Aboriginal heritage and 
promote positive family and community outcomes.

A whole school approach to child safety 
and protection

merrin sulovski1

1 Child Protection Education, Vic 

Providing an overview of a whole school approach 
to child safety, protection and trauma‑informed 
teaching that aligns with the Child Safe Standards.  

Working towards better outcomes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children and families through building 
a strong and sustainable sector

candice Butler1

1 QATSICPP, Qld 

The concept of storylines assisted the Practice 
Development Team of the Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak 
(QATSICPP) to develop a suite of practice resources 
to assist frontline practitioners throughout 
Queensland.

Engaging school communities to break 
the silence and prevent gendered 
violence

lauren harvey1 
sienna aguilar1

1 White Ribbon Australia, NSW 

Schools are vital to violence prevention. 
Integrating whole‑of‑school strategies embeds 
a culture of respect and builds child safe 
organisations and environments. This poster 
charts the history of the Breaking the Silence 
Schools Program, explores best practice 
principles, and highlights findings from an 
independent evaluation, informing organisational 
considerations for violence prevention.

Resource Displays
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Sponsors and Exhibitors

maJor sPonsor

a U s t r a l i a n  G o V e r n m e n t 
d e P a r t m e n t  o f  s o c i a l 
s e r V i c e s

The Department of Social Services (DSS) is the 
Australian Government’s lead agency in the 
development and delivery of social policy and 
is working to improve the lifetime wellbeing of 
people and families in Australia.

DSS’ policies and services respond to need 
across people’s lives – looking after families, 
children and older people; providing a safety 
net for people who cannot fully support 
themselves; enhancing the wellbeing of people 
with high needs, assisting people who need 
help with care; and supporting a diverse and 
harmonious society.

DSS aims to support people and families 
to participate economically and socially 
in Australian society, while encouraging 
independence and participation.

Families Australia is a national, peak, not‑for‑profit 
organisation that strives to improve the wellbeing of 
Australian families, especially the most vulnerable 
and marginalised. We do this by providing 
policy advice to the Australian Government and 
Parliament on behalf of more than 800 member 
organisations around Australia.

familiesaustralia.org.au

childaware.org.au

nfw.org.au

f a m i l i e s 
a U s t r a l i a

With thanks for the following organisations for their support of Child Aware Approaches 2017
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Pl atinUm sPonsor

d e P a r t m e n t  o f  c o m m U n i t i e s , 
c h i l d  s a f e t y  a n d  d i s a B i l i t y 
s e r V i c e s

Protecting children and supporting families are not 
just matters for government — they are whole of 
community responsibilities.

The Department of Communities, Child Safety 
and Disability Services is partnering with peak 
bodies, service providers and communities to 
strengthen the state’s child and family support 
system to deliver the best possible outcomes for 
all Queensland children and their families.

Ensuring the safety of children across Queensland 
is a huge and complex task but we are making 
progress. We are investing in frontline services 
and implementing our long‑term plan to reform 
the child protection and family support system, 
Supporting Families Changing Futures, through:

•	 supporting families earlier with the right 
services at the right time

•	 working better with families who come into 
contact with the child protection system

•	 improving out‑of‑home care and transition to 
independence experiences for children and 
young people

•	 better meeting the needs of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and families

•	 delivering quality services for Queenslanders 
through a skilled, client‑focused workforce.

In working collaboratively to implement these 
reforms, it is our vision that all Queensland 
children and young people are cared for, 
protected, safe and able to reach their full 
potential.

www.communities.qld.gov.au

G r i f f i t h  U n i V e r s i t y 

At Griffith University, our vision is to engage 
in remarkable scholarship and research that 
contributes significantly to society.

school of human services and social Work

In the School of human Services and Social Work, 
students will learn about human services practice 
in a personal atmosphere through hands‑on 
experience from experts with strong links to the 
health, government and community sectors. 
A degree from the School of human Services and 
Social Work will prepare students to work with 
children, families and their communities.

human Services professionals are concerned with 
improving people’s social, economic, personal 
and communal wellbeing. They seek to promote 
social inclusion, achieve equity, social justice, 
and human rights for people who are adversely 
affected by social and economic factors.

Students will study the processes and structures 
that relate to providing services in specialist 
areas such as early years services, health and 
education, and community services such as: 
family support, child protection, and domestic and 
family violence.

Students can study degrees in Child and Family 
Studies, human Services, Social Work, Disability, 
and Mental health. For example, the Child and 
Family Studies Degree will prepare you to make a 
difference in the lives of children and their families. 

For more information go to: https://www.griffith.
edu.au/health/school-human-services-social-
work/child-and-family-studies 

research Partner
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a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ’ s 
W e l f a r e  a G e n c i e s

The Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies 
(ACWA) is the NSW non‑government peak body 
representing community organisations working 
with vulnerable children, young people and their 
families. We work with our members, partners, 
government and non‑government agencies and 
other peak bodies to bring about positive systemic 
reform that will deliver better outcomes to the lives 
of children and young people, including those 
living in out‑of‑home care.

UsB sPonsor

t h e  i n s t i t U t e  o f  c h i l d 
P r o t e c t i o n  s t U d i e s

The Institute of Child Protection Studies (ICPS) at 
the Australian Catholic University aims to enhance 
outcomes for children, young people and families 
through quality research, evaluation, training and 
community education. ICPS research strengths 
include promoting children’s participation, 
strengthening service systems and informing 
practice, and supporting child‑safe communities. 

l anyard sPonsor

e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  a U s t r a l i a 
Q U e e n s l a n d  B r a n c h

As the national peak body for early childhood, ECA 
is a regular, and trusted, contributor to the public 
policy debate on all matters affecting young 
children (birth to eight years) and their families. 

We specifically acknowledge the rights of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
their families, and the past and current injustices 
and realities for them around Australia.

The Queensland Branch offers information, 
resources and services to early childhood 
organisations, services, professionals, parents 
and policy makers about child care and early 
childhood education and care. 

conference sUPPorters

o f f i c e  o f  t h e  a c t  c h i l d r e n 
a n d  y o U n G  P e o P l e 
c o m m i s s i o n e r

The role of the Children & Young People 
Commissioner (CYPC) is to help make Canberra a 
better place for children and young people by: 

•	 promoting the rights of children and young 
people,

•	 consulting and talking with children and young 
people,

•	 encouraging other organisations to listen to 
children and young people, and seriously 
consider their views in decision making,

•	 providing advice to government and community 
agencies about how to improve service delivery 
for children and young people.
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W i n a n G a y  r e s o U r c e s

Winangay Resources Inc. have developed 
resources to assist workers and carers in working 
with families and children. The resources have 
been recommended at the highest level by 
governments, academics, Elders, aboriginal 
workers and the healing Foundation. The display 
provides information and examples of the various 
resources Winangay Resources has produced.

Q U e e n s l a n d  f a m i l y  a n d 
c h i l d  c o m m i s s i o n

The Queensland Family and Child Commission 
works to improve the child protection and family 
support system. We work collaboratively to 
influence change so Queensland is a safe place 
where children, young people and their families 
thrive in supportive communities.

We exist for children, families, the workforce that 
supports them and the Queensland community.

www.qfcc.qld.gov.au 

conference sUPPorters

With thanks to the International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public health
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c r e a t e  f o U n d a t i o n

CREATE Foundation is the national consumer body 
representing the voices of children and young 
people with an out‑of‑home care experience. We 
provide programs and services to children and 
young people with a statutory care experience 
and develop policy and research to advocate for a 
better care system.

exhiBitors

c t a r s

CTARS assists service providers to achieve 
quality service development goals within a 
rapidly expanding service system. Our range 
of professional tools have been designed by 
clinicians to target all levels of individual client 
support and human service management. 

CTARS has been developed to assist NGO’s 
and Governments in dealing with their growing 
compliance requirements and we are proud 
to assist the community and, importantly, our 
Out of home Care, Disability Care, Foster Care, 
Community Care and Veterans Care clients.

P a t h W a y s  t o  r e s i l i e n c e 
t r U s t

The Pathways to Resilience Trust, through social 
and emotional learning and resilience skills 
development, aims to improve the wellbeing 
of children, young people and families. With 
neuroscience informed wellbeing programs and 
mindfulness we engage through training and 
coaching with educators and key stakeholders. 

Our vision is Resilient Kids, Positive Families, 
Strong Communities. 

i n n o V a t i V e  r e s o U r c e s

Through innovation, collaboration and research, 
Innovative Resources creates materials and 
delivers training to help empower people to make 
choices and take action.

Innovative Resources is a highly‑respected 
publishing and training social enterprise. Our card 
sets, stickers, books and picture books are used 
to enrich conversations about the important stuff 
in life – feelings, hopes, strengths, relationships, 
values, stories and goals.
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exhiBitors

t h e  s a l V a t i o n  a r m y 
c o m m U n i t i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n

The Salvation Army Communities for Children 
Facilitating Partner logan (CfC) is funded by the 
Australian Government Department of Social 
Services. CfC co‑creates with community to 
develop and facilitate a whole of community 
approach to support and strengthen local 
service networks that contribute to child and 
family wellbeing. 

V a l U i n G  c h i l d r e n  i n i t i at i V e

The Valuing Children Initiative aims to inspire 
Australians to value all children, understand that 
a child’s wellbeing is the shared responsibility of 
the entire community and ensure children are at 
the forefront of our considerations.

The vision of the Valuing Children Initiative is 
the creation of a society in which all children 
can flourish, have a safe, caring and supportive 
childhood and maximise their potential.

http://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/

P e a K  c a r e

PeakCare Queensland Inc. (PeakCare) is a 
peak body for child and family services. 

Across Queensland, PeakCare has over 60 
Members, which are a mix of small, medium 
and large, local and statewide, mainstream 
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander non‑
government organisations that provide family 
support, child protection, and out‑of‑home 
care services to children and young people 
and their families. 

s n a i c c  –  n a t i o n a l  V o i c e 
f o r  o U r  c h i l d r e n 

SNAICC is the Australian peak body for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.

SNAICC works to ensure the safety, 
development and wellbeing of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children, and to provide a 
strong voice that promotes their rights, needs 
and aspirations.
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