CULTURAL COMPETENCY IN CARE
AND PROTECTION

- Drawing on the views of young people to drive change

Public Advocate and Children and Young People Commissioner, ACT Human Rights Commission
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| wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which we
gather today and to pay my respects to elders - past, present and future - for
the important role they undertake as custodians of this land.

| also acknowledge and pay my respects to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people who are here today. | acknowledge the Aboriginal young
people who assisted in developing today’s presentation, and recognise the
ongoing contribution that they and all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples make to our community.
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WHY IS TODAY’S WORKSHOP IMPORTANT?

o In 2016, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children represented over 35
per cent of children living in out-of-home care (OOHC), almost ten (10)
times that of non-Indigenous children. arw, 2016]

o Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are grossly over-represented
on measures of disadvantage that contribute to child protection risks, and
similarly under-represented in participation in services that could provide
support and reduce entry into out-of-home care. (ramily Matters Report, 2016]

o Further, the results of an Australian study found that a potential risk factor
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mothers experiencing family
violence as an adult was a history of removal from their families during

childhood. [Cripps et al, 2009] ‘
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CHANGE STARTS WITH ALL OF US

o Regardless of who you are, everyone in this room today has the ability to
create change.

o Importance of consultation, engagement and self-determination
e Working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community

e Enabling Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to
design and take the lead in generating solutions.

o This session will give you insights that come directly from the
Aboriginal young people who graciously shared their personal
experiences with me to develop this workshop.

o Their voices are only some of whom you should seek out to inform your
practice.
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ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILD
PLACEMENT PRINCIPLE

“Supporting Aboriginal identity is more than just placing a child with an

Aboriginal family” - Ashley

o Prevention
o Partnership
o Placement
o Participation

o Connections

Public Advocate and Children and Young People Commissioner, ACT Human Rights Commission




PREVENTION

The right of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people to be
brought up within their own family and community.

At your tables, discuss the following:

o What are the challenges that impact the provision of supports that
strengthen, respectfully engage and facilitate self-determination for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and communities?

o What are some of the ways that your agency has successfully
addressed these challenges?

o What more needs to happen?
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PREVENTION — WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE SAY...

“It’s like repeating history over and
over again... and if it’s not cut off, it’s
just going to keep leaving scars”

- Niketa

“There’'s still lots of

N le give
-« criminating.... PEOP'E < a
d&zc\goks. Lots of Aboriginal You can make more of a

people get this” difference by providing

-Vida support to keep kids safe

with their families... people
need to think differently about
how they first respond”
- Ashley

“Need to stop the stereotyping... one of
my friends said my house wasn’t what
she imagined — ‘well because you’re in
care and you're Aboriginal, | thought it
would be like trashed”
- Niketa

“There was no intervention despite concerns
being known at a very young age”
- Ashley
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PARTNERSHIP & PARTICIPATION

The participation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and/or
community representatives is required in all child protection decision-making,
including judicial processes.

At your tables, discuss the following:

o What are the key changes that need to be made to improve the extent to
which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are consulted and
engaged in decision-making processes?

o What are some of the ways that your agency has facilitated respectful
consultation, engagement and decision-making with Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people?

o How does your agency use its linkages with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities to ensure cultural sensitivity, and the robust
exploration of (and attendance to) cultural needs?
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PARTNERSHIP & PARTICIPATION — WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE SAY...

“l always knew certain things but getting
in touch with my sister kind of put
everything together about where it

started and where it all finished... It kind

of felt like a lot of questions have been
answered after so many years of asking
«... could havk§ dot?sv?i?r but not getting any answers”
when checking - Niketa
placement was going. Instead

of just asking my aunty abou}
stuff, why didn’t they ask me

- Corey

“We need to recognise that if
we’re going to get anywhere, we
need to work together”

- Ashley

“We have a lot of solutions for our
people... we know our people... We
know what we’re going through”

- Ashley

“There are people in our lives who
are Aboriginal but aren’t family,
except they pretty much are in a way”
- Nora
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PLACEMENT

Placement of an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander child/young person in out-of-
home care must prioritise related or extended family members, or other Aboriginal
or Torres Strait Islander family-based carers before non-Indigenous carers.

At your tables, discuss the following:

o What do you understand to be the significance of the ‘Placement’
element of the Child Placement Principle (CPP)?

o What are some of the ways that your agency has supported this
element of the CPP? (e.g. identification, creative carer recruitment
strategies, support for carers, flexible care arrangements, etc.)

o When a placement with Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander kinship
or community is hard to find, what do you do?
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PLACEMENT — WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE SAY...

“Need to promote options for Aboriginal
families to provide respite even if they
feel they can’t be full-time foster carers”
- Ashley

“gome people don't kpovy

I'm Aboriginal so | point it

out to them and they s?em e paced ey
surprised that | am Brotiers ancl | sained anaer

- Sy from confusion about why we
were put there. They made us

believe it was Mum’s fault’ “Okay so we've been through foster
- Vida care and then kinship care, but we've
been adopted by our carer as well... a
while ago... which has been really
good. She’s helped us a lot.”
- Niketa

“If your little siblings are taken away from
you, you feel responsible cause you’re meant
to be looking after them”

- Niketa

Public Advocate and Children and Young People Commissioner, ACT Human Rights Commission




CONNECTIONS

Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children/young people in out-of-home care
are supported to maintain connections to family, community and culture.

At your tables, discuss the following:

o What is your understanding of what this means? Why is it
important?

o What are the means by which you find out about the cultural
needs/considerations for children and young people in out-of-
home care?

o What are some of the ways your agency has supported
children/young people to develop and/or maintain their sense of
cultural identity?
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CONNECTIONS — WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE SAY...

It's okay to not know about
Aboriginal culture, it's not
okay to not ask” “Don’t be afraid
- Ashley to ask kids what
they need”
- Vida

“Not many Aboriginal ki'ds geta
good cultural care plan... it would be

useful for carers to know about - -
culture and to have people who can Aboriginal Australia s fike

take you onto country’ Europe... it has many

different countries... being
Aboriginal isn’t one culture”
- Ashley [Being involved with other Aboriginal
young people] “makes me happy
because there are others like you who
you can actually talk to and see how
they’re doing... they understand”
- Sy

“It's about learning — having the information —

understanding what being Aboriginal means”
- Sy ‘
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THE LANDING POINT

o Acknowledge, respect and understand the wisdom that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people have about what is best for their families and
communities.

o Recognition for, and incorporation of, cultural knowledge is embedded in
all aspects of decision-making regarding children’s well being.

o Decrease over-representation across all child protection decision-making
points through preventative measures at the front end.

o Successful reunification of the growing population of children in care, some
of whom have been in OOHC for long periods of time.
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“Thank you... you’re the first person
to ever ask me about what it has

been like as an Aboriginal young
person in care.”

- Niketa
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THANK YOU TO THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW WHO HELPED
DEVELOP THE WORKSHOP FOR TODAY...
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