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Baptist Community Services

Child Victims of
Domestic Violence

Post-Separation




Overview

* Why do we need to talk about children and
DV, post separation ?

 To include or not include children In
decision making ?
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* More likely to occur in couples with children — often
commencing in pregnancy. e o

« 80% of women who experience Domestic Violence have
children.

« 50% of men who frequently assault their partners also directly
abuse their children. svuseceies 1)

« Children are at risk from DV — from the very beginning of life.

e Children are not separate from DV and DV is not separate
from parenting.
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A pattern of
behaviours that
cause a constant
state of fear and
Interrupt normal
child
development.
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A pattern of
behaviours.

Designed to control
and have power over.

One person is afraid
of the other.

We’re here for you...



INTIMIDATION

Instiling fear through looks,
actions, gestures, property destructon
+ Using adult size « Yelling

« Being violent to other parent,
pets, eic,

USING

INSTITUTIONS
Threatening punishment with/by
God, courts, police, school
juvenie datention, foster homes.
relatives. psych wards.

ISOLATION

Controfing access to peers/
adults, siblings, other parent
grandparents

USING ADULT
PRIVILEGE
Treating children as servants

* Punishing. bossing, always winning
* Denying input in visitation and
custody decisions = Interrupting

EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Put downs, name calling = Using children

s confidants = Using childran to get

information to other

parent » Being inconsistent
= Shaming children

THREATS
Threatening abandonment, suicide.

physical harm, confinement. or harm
10 othet loved ones.

ECONOMIC
ABUSE

Withholding basic needs,
using money to controd
behavior » Squandering family
maney * Withholding child
support » Using children as an
econamic bargaining chip

in divorca.

VIOLENCE

CARE
FOR YOURSELF
Gne ! parsonal me
yoursel! haaty
an tnensships
* Accep! love

Acknowmiedge chitdren's night 10 fave
%, Mends, aciviies and @ and 1)

TRUST AND
RESPECT

PROMOTE

Tak and act g0 that

isdapendencs

privacy * Ras

NURTURING

GIVE AFFECTION
Express vertes and physical affectioe
* Be afbacsonale whas yout children
ate physcally or emotionaly hut

EMOTIONAL SECURITY

oytrition « Mon:

Tk

PROVIDE
PHYSICAL
SECURITY

shakor, clothing
tygreng ang

A 3

Provide

ety
Lmely routing « attend ¥

CHILDREN

ENCOURAGE
AND SUPPORT

GIVE TIME
Partcipans in your
s bves

Lot them
SIS

PROVIDE DISCIPLINE

B4 constgtont » Ensure s ane

priats 20 08 and davelogmant
of ¢hig» it

DOMESTIC ABUSE INTERVENTION PROJECT
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DV and parenting are directly linked

* |t has been argued that men who
perpetrate family violence cannot be fully

responsible parents, as exposing
children to domestic violence is in itself

ab U S I V e (Brancroft & Silverman, 2002).
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Through the child’s eyes:
An abusive partner is an abusive parent

Children are not resilient they are
malleable both for good and for bad.

(Siegel, 2014)

A father who is meant to love and
care for you is also the source of fear and
abuse.
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Using physical & sexual violence
against mother and children

Using harassment & intimidation
Undermining her ability to parent
Discrediting her as a mother
Withholding financial support
Endangering children
Disregarding children

Disrupting her relationships with
children




HealtyPlace.com
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-Heroerl Ward

Separation is not a vaccine
against domestic violence

(Holt, 2013).

DV does not end after
separation for the adult
victims.

DV does not end after
separation for child
victims...and often they
continue to have contact
with the perpetrator
without a protective
adult present.

Children continue to be
abused on contact.



When the parents lived together,
the mother could be protective, and
mitigate some of these risks. Who

will protect the children from harm
now?

Are children more at risk
before or after
separation?

Each relationship
nurtures a strength
- pr weakness
within you

-Mlchael Murdock




Methods
Child inclusive !
Child centred !




* Do we involve children in the decision
making?

* |f so, how do we involve children?
« How do we hear the child's voice?

 What are children telling us by what they are
saying and what are they not saying?
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» Children talk to people they know and trust ...
seldom do they open up to strangers no matter
how good your rapport building skills are.

« Children will not open up if the perpetrator is
present.

» Children who experience abuse do not trust adults
to keep them safe.
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What children will say...
They will be ambivalent

They are afraid

They miss dad, and they want to see him- very few abused
children say they don’t want to see their parents.

Children disclose little bits of information over long periods of
time.

Children talk about abuse often because they want the abuse
to stop, but they still want the relationship.
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Children will ot say...

* | have been abused — they often lack terminology
they may believe it is normal, deserved or special.

Children may stop making disclosures because...

'no one listened’
‘no one stopped the abuse’
‘Talking about it didn’'t change anything’s




 We need to hear the Childs voice
» Make the child the centre of decision making.
Listen to and hear the child.

— It may or may not mean directly talking to the
child.

» Talk to other key people and gather a range
of perspectives.

— e.g. parents, extending family, teachers,
counsellors.
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