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•  Na$onal	representa$ve	organisa$on	for	children	and	
young	people	with	disability,	aged	0	to	25	years		

•  Work	to	ensure	the	direct	experiences	of	children	and	
young	people	with	disability	informs	policy	and	
prac$ce	

•  5500+	members	na$onally	



•  7.3%	of	all	children	and	young	people	in	Australia	(0	to	24)	have	a	
disability	

•  Highly	diverse	cohort	

•  Most	children	with	disability	0	to	14	(99.7%)	live	with	their	families	

•  Contact	with	a	range	of	mainstream	and	disability	specific	service	
systems	
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•  Problems	with	the	research	–	lack	of	quality	prevalence	data	in	
Australia	!

•  Interna$onal	research	suggests	children	and	young	people	with	
disability	3	$mes	more	vulnerable	to	abuse	than	their	peers		

•  Children	and	young	people	with	communica$on	and	behavior	
support	needs,	intellectual	disability	and	sensory	disability	
experience	higher	rates	of	abuse	

•  Abuse	oSen	on	mul$ple	occasions	
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•  Disadvantage	and	discrimina$on	common	for	children	and	
young	people	with	disability	in	the	community	

•  Frequently	informed	of	experiences	of	abuse	of	children	and	
young	people	with	disability	in	ins$tu$onal	seVngs	

•  Experiences	of	abuse	are	typical	and	have	long	term	
consequences	

•  Entrenches	isola$on	of	children	and	young	people	with	
disability	

•  Many	reports	of	abuse	made	to	CYDA	concern	educa$on	
seVngs	–	key	concern	is	lack	of	recogni$on	and	response	
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"!#$%!&'(()$*!+&,'%!-.!*)/+&)()%.!+0*!%1$!2+.!"!2,345!6%!('071!8-$!"!#,!%,!%1$!()&3+3.!%,!+9,)*!
%1)/5!"!2)/1!:$,:($!2,'(*!+77$:%!-$!;!Student	aged	10	years.	

<.!/,0!1+/!&$$0!/:3+.$*!2)%1!2+%$3!%,!=/%,:=!+!&$1+9),'35!>$!1+*!1)/!?+7$!1$(*!&.!+0!+)*$!%,!
%$+71!1)-!%,!(,,4!1)-!)0!%1$!$.$5!>$!2+/!(,74$*!)0!+!3,,-!+(,0$!2)%1!+!7$)()0#!?+0!#,)0#!?,3!
-,/%!,?!%1$!*+.@!21$0!"!7,(($7%$*!1)-!1$!2+/!,0!%1$!A,,3!+/($$:!)0!1)/!,20!9,-)%!–	Parent.	

B9$3!+!0'-&$3!,?!-,0%1/@!,'3!/,0C/!('071&,D!2,'(*!7,-$!1,-$!?3,-!/71,,(!9)3%'+((.!
'0%,'71$*5!>)/!%$+71$3!%1$0!%,(*!-$!)0!+!-$$80#!%1+%!/1$!2,0C%!($%!1)-!$+%!1)/!?,,*!'0($//!
1$!#,$/!+0*!#$%/!1)/!('071&,D!2)%1!%1$!,%1$3!/%'*$0%/5!>)/!*)/+&)()%.!-$+0/!1$!E0*/!%1)/!1+3*!
%,!*,!–	Parent.	
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“They	said	I	would	be	safe”	

Drawing	by	a	high	school	
student	about	her	school	
experience	
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•  Common	aVtudes	in	the	community	posi$on	children	and	

young	people	with	disability	as	incapable,	a	burden,	
inferior,	helpless	or	objects	of	pity	

•  Abuse	is	not	recognised	and	different	standards	apply	–	it	is	
‘acceptable’	because	the	child	or	young	person	has	a	
disability		

•  Abuse	is	jus$fied	and	renamed	as	‘behaviour	
management,’	OH&S,	‘an	incident’	

•  Abuse	is	denied		
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•  Assump$on	that	children	and	young	people	with	disability	

don’t	understand	and	are	not	affected		

•  Communica$on	support	needs	oSen	mean	the	child	or	
young	person	is	not	listened	to	

•  Responses	to	abuse	are	inadequate	

•  Chronic	devaluing	and	exclusion	–	abuse	becomes	the	norm	
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•  Abuse	not	recognised	or	effects	minimised		

•  Segrega$on	and	isola$on	

•  Dependency	on	others	

•  Accountability	of	organisa$ons	–	ac$vely	encourage		

•  Access	to	jus$ce	and	equality	before	the	law		
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•  Children	and	young	people	with	communica$on	and	behaviour	
support	needs:	

	-	difficulty	ar$cula$ng	what	happened		

	-	behaviour	is	wrongly	agributed	as	manifesta$on	of	
			disability		

•  Minimal	or	no	access	to	protec$ve	behaviours	and	sexuality	
educa$on	



•  Organisa$onal	culture	and	aVtudes	are	cri$cal:	
	-	value	and	respect	children	and	young	people	with			 	 			
			disability	
	-	value	diversity	
	-	inclusion		
	-	the	rights	of	the	child	are	paramount	(and	come	before	 		
			the	rights	of	the	organisa$on)	
	-	accountability	

•  Asking	children	and	young	people	about	what	is	needed	to	
be	safe	

•  Child	safe	prac$ce	cri$cal	due	to	addi$onal	vulnerability	of	
children	and	young	people	with	disability	
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•  Available	in	hard	copy	from	
CYDA		

•  Electronic	version	available	at	
CYDA	website	
hgp://www.cda.org.au/cda-
issue-papers		


