Conversations about rights and a
Children’s Commissioner

You have a right to have a say...
plus be safe and happy too!

Magdelena Madden, Principal Consultant
Sally Chapman, Information & Administrative Officer

On behalf of: ’



W .
hy hear from children and young people?

« Competent

« Experts
« Citizens
« Rights 'All children have @ voice and a rig
things. We agll want our voice to be heard and our
ly].' = girl (11 yrs)

opinions t0 be ta




C
O
e

C

)

>

C

@)
@)

7p)

C
O
e

(©
Z
©

)
e

the R

The Un

ights of the Child

on

Article 3

LT
i

il

7

terest

best in

I

&

wrey

f
1
difiia
28,

Article 4

2 ;oERg
mmﬁw. g.«m

i

i

=
e,

I

-~
oy
i~

D

S
R
s

2

S

i

— tell them

.
A

e

Article 42

W25

Council for
CareofCh

— right to know

@ s



Article 12

ﬂChildren have the right to say what they )
think should happen when adults are
making decisions that affect them and to
have their opinions taken into account.’ /x

\ (Unicef, www.unicef.org.crc).
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What lead to our conversations with
children and young people?

« Still no Commissioner for Children and Young
People in South Australia

« Child Development and Wellbeing Bill

The Council for t
CareofChildren ll y/,/
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Relevance to rights?

« Adults drafted the legislation
« Children and young people not involved
* Best interest

« Champion for children & young people



Conversation topics and aims

Rights

— at home

— at school

— in the community
— Online

Commissioner

— personal qualities
— work and focus
— listening and amplifying




Alignment

* Design
— Learning, critical thinking, discussion, empowerment

« Aligned to

— Belonging, Being & Becoming — the Early Years
Framework for Australia

— Australian Curriculum
SN
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Resources for facilitation and feedback
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A Commissioner
for Children and
Young People!

Quiz for Children and Young
People in South Australia

The Council for the
CareofChildren @zt
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wiant and howt you would like to be treated. should find out what mattors o you.

gt 1 ol s and neiing o vrile doen il be We don't need 10 know your name o address and nothing you say wil be used to

You have
rights!
Quiz for Children

and Young People
in South Australia

The Counell for the
Government of

CareofChildren ®sw=d

i v o ke g
used to idsniis yu. “dentity amyone
st rte ynr age, eex AN the AT ar s whars g0 (v, <0 e aF can i Writing down your age, sex and what town of subur you come from wi help us to
i il the South Australln Govemment what children and young peaple are saying flom
ifferent parts of this State.

Sod Australia,

L —— lam [ Jyears  lam: O Mgy llivein:
0 Fomale —

tam [ ]years  lam: [ Maleswe

O ferat s
You have rights! A Commissioner for Children and Voung People!
Toldas e s s e s i o iy ke g s abitlike @ super hero
pecple and ac T ralts £y rder 13 years, your igts ave - ten Wit yoars. f children and young people tlla oy
e Lt i Sighs oftre Gl eed and want and what matters to them, a Commissioner can then help aduts who
e work I schooks, hospitals and other places in South Australia to werk harde to make
R AN things better for ol children and young pecple.

RIG”

U kno,
y"""g Peo, ‘al I ch
FI h ildrep,
ights> nd

Ts,

The
Uniteg
Nationg
Conven
tion

K\q\(\

e et e
e [P r—

T

et

H il ==
S = \\)\\ S

KQ'S? of child

L erw—

CareoiChildren w *T‘k 10

u frdieitd



Results — by 30 June 2015

1,654

917

RESPONSES

‘You have rights! quiz

RESPONSES

From children and
young people in South
Australia 4 — 18 years oIdJ

2

STORIES

From Barmera Primary
School students

A COMMISSIONER!

\\

52

SELF-MAILERS

From young children and
those with disability

682

RESPONSES

‘Commissioner’ quiz

1

SUBMISSION

From Mt Gambier
Youth Advisory Group

The Council for the
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Conversations Report — Sep 2015

Conversations Report 2015

Rights and a Commissioner for Children and Young People

Conversations Report 2015

Rights and. for Chil

A summary for children
and young people

The Council for the Care of Children
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Online quiz respondent profile

“ i 67% metro 33% country L
45% male L‘ ‘l 55% female
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@ home and @ school;
in the community & online?

What'’s important about rights...?

education
respect
privacy
safety

helping others




Quiz 1: You have rights!
5a] Life would be better for children and young people in the community if:

Percentage of responses

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%
Accepting/fair/inclusive 7.8%
Amenities/facilities 19.6%
Autonomy 11.5%
Care ' ' 20.0%
Child friendly community | ' ' I 13.5%
Environment _- 4.4%
Listen (voice) 3.3%
Respect I 4.7%
Safety | 35.7%
Nothing/happy with community | 1.9%
Don’t know, no response 5.3%

Cé;;:“‘iéhildren II *7/ j!
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Safety

75%

Want to be safe from
violence, abuse or
unfair treatment
ﬁ 76.4% q “’D 70.9%
\ () ; Want to not be bullied
’ ‘f Want to be treated - or hassled by others

21.5%

Feel safe, protected,
no crime

with respect

- 19.2%
‘ Knowing my rights
makes me feel safer
Ea(:e‘;"“r‘el'n‘ildren ﬁ ¥
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What's important about a Commissioner?

 Children’s Commissioner m

"uny hy e e

— should be someone who: “f?fwww /“”‘f” .
« cares and likes children ;gii;?‘f;:; i g ‘Zf%u;wmg
» knows (understands) and respects them Pk e Loy ?uthjw;
* listens and takes them seriously mi“::”:"’i i df{fj;m:

» uses their feedback and amplifies their voices

— should be a person that:
 children can trust and have confidence in
» will educate them, and adults, and speak out about
their rights, needs and wellbeing
* is visible so they can connect face to face
Ch Idre w ;l:;t 17
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Children’s Commissioner

76.8% 57.4%

Should be someone Should be a good
| can trust listener

C O 30% 29.6%
Listen, be there, Ask children & young
understand, spend time people for their opinions;
with us, let us know what matters to them

\ what’s happening

0 16.9%
20.5% Make sure children &
young people are safe,
loved & cared for

Tell adults what children
& young people need to
be safe, strong,

healthy & happy ik w *T‘k
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Rules of Office:

No ﬁmok'ns ¢ ng
No drinking 8.
No Mcgsif\ess

No Liors

WHERE'S

" THE CoMMISToNER?
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Partners

CareofChildren w ’//’/‘k @ Save the Children

Py — Australia

&) South Australia

University of
U South Australia

Government of South Australia

Department for Education and
Child Development

Supporting partners:
Guardian for Children and Young People (SA)
Megan Mitchell, National Children’s Commissioner

Expert adviser:
Prof Pauline Harris, The Lillian de Lissa Chair, Early Childhood (Research),

University of South Australia
Care rChlldren ” t
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The Council for the Care of Children, Adelaide

Email; ChildrenSA@sa.gov.au

Website: www.childrensa.sa.gov.au

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheCouncilForTheCareOfChildren

Magdelena Madden
Email: magdelena.madden@sa.gov.au

Sally Chapman
Email: sally.chapman@sa.gov.au

Thank you.
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