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Australian	Centre	for	Child	Protec0on	

•  Champion	the	rights	of	children	and	their	families	to	0mely,	
evidence-based	services	and	supports	

•  Drive	innova0on	in	child	protec0on	policy		
and	prac0ce	

•  Bridge	the	gap	between	knowledge	and	ac0on	taken	
•  Provide	evidence-based	policy	advice,	advocacy	and	
professional	educa0on	



Project	

Developing	a	na,onal	interdisciplinary	educa,onal	
framework	for	professionals	working	with	children	

in	the	early	years	



Project	Partners	

Funded	by	the	Australian	Government	Office	for	
Learning	and	Teaching,	project	partners	comprise:	

– Flinders	University	(Project	management	team)	
– Australian	Centre	for	Child	Protec0on	
– Charles	Sturt	University	
– Gowrie	SA	
– Queensland	University	of	Technology	
– Telethon	Ins0tute	for	Child	Health	Research	



Project	overview	

Developing	a	na0onal	interdisciplinary	
educa0on	framework	for	professionals	
working	with	children	0	to	5	years	to	

inform	professional	educa0on	



A	statement	of	common	outcomes,	recognising	
various	disciplinary	foci	



An	interdisciplinary	map	of	evidence-informed	
theories	and	na0onal	regulatory	requirements	



A	statement	of	universal	essen0al	elements	
(knowledge,	skills	&	aDributes)	



Developing	common	outcomes		
for	children	0	to	5	years	

•  To	ensure	health,	educa0on,	and	welfare	
professionals	work	from	a	common	founda0on	

•  Consulta0on	with	early	childhood	leaders	and	
stakeholders	(Delphi	survey)	

51	common	outcomes	proposed,	46	received	over	
75%	agreement	



Developing	an	interdisciplinary	map	

A	map	of	theories	and	frameworks	that	underpin	
prac0ce	is	being	developed	through	

– A	review	of	documenta0on	and	guidelines	used	by	
disciplines	in	the	early	years;	and		

–  Iden0fying	areas	in	which	poten0al	challenges	may	
arise	for	the	development	of	na0onal	universal	
elements	



Developing	universal	essen0al	elements	for	working	
with	children	

•  Informed	by	focus	groups	with	
–  Individuals	working	in	the	delivery	of	educa0on	and	care	to	children;	
–  Individuals	experiencing	care;	and	
– Ter0ary	educa0on	providers	

•  Review	of	documenta0on	and	guidelines	for	common	
knowledge,	skills	and	values	

•  Consulta0on	with	stakeholders	(Delphi	survey)	



Developing	a	statement	of	essen0al	universal	elements	for	professionals	

working	with	children	in	the	early	years	

Go	to	the	online	survey	to	have	your	say	un0l	6	June	2016.		
Your	opinion	counts!	

hDp://www.flinders.edu.au/mnhs/early-years/get-involved.cfm.		



Watch	this	space!	

S0ll	to	do	

Finalising	project	products	

Comple0ng	project	report	

Dissemina0ng	the	findings	

Encouraging	uptake	



For	further	informa0on	

The	project	resources	will	be	available	on	the	dedicated	website	
on	comple0on.	

Email:	niefeys@flinders.edu.au		

Website:		
hDp://www.flinders.edu.au/mnhs/early-years/common-
outcomes.cfm		



Thank	you	

Phone:	(08)	8302	2981	

Email:	Chris0ne.Gibson@unisa.edu.au	

Australian	Centre	for	Child	Protec0on	website:	
www.unisa.edu.au/childprotec0on	


