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“Head Start” “Sure Start” “Better Start”
“Early Start” “Equal Start” “Good Start”

………Where to start?
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What Hockey is going on about…
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2012-13

• $3.2b on child protection

• $664m on prevention or early intervention

• 7.5% pa increase in child protection costs
since 2007

The Forrest Review 2014
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Productivity Commission Report on Childcare
and Early Learning
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2. Integration – contradictions and
opportunities



Feeding Families at Forbes Children’ s
Centre SA



Figure 4: A child-centred approach for social system support of the Five by Five.
Adapted from the UCL Institute of Health Equity report “An Equal Start: improving outcomes in Children’s

Centres”. BetterStart 2014



School Readiness

Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)

• Physical health and wellbeing
• Social competence
• Emotional maturity
• Language and cognitive skills
• Communication skills and general knowledge

2012: 22% vulnerable in one or more domains /  Indigenous
children 43%)
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Indigenous Affairs priorities of the
Australian Government:

• Getting children to school
• Getting adults to work
• Building safer Indigenous communities
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Multi-generational approach



Early Intervention
Foundation UK

2015



“A focus on supporting parents reinforces …..
that early intervention and prevention is about
empowering parents, not State interference in
family life”.
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3 Domains of Parental Wellbeing

Executive function
Mental health
Economic security

3 Domains of Parental Wellbeing

Executive function
Mental health
Economic security

Shonkoff and Fisher 2013



Infant mortality 2013
1.8 per 1000 births



Baby Basket:
Cape York 2014

$874 per person
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Finland’s Maternity Package 2014



3. Building a system with children at
the centre



“Improving
children’s
later life
outcomes”

UCL Institute
of Health Equity
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System Elements

• National Outcomes Framework
• Integrated evidence-informed policy
• Inter-professional practice and progressive

universalism platforms
• Enablers: Implementation support, outcomes

measurement, data linkage
• Evidence-informed interventions: children,

parents, family relationships.
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We need…..

• Longer term planning – 10 and 20 year plans

• Investment in prevention and early years
intervention

• Transition plans from late reaction
expenditure to investment much earlier
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DV video



Talking Families Qld 45 sec ad



Toosmalltofail.com
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Murdoch Children’s Research Institute



The enduring legacy of the Early
Years



BetterStart 5x5

5 dimensions of healthy development:
1. Physical
2. Language
3. Attachment
4. Social emotional
5. Cognitive

5 stages of healthy development:
1. Pregnancy
2. Post-natal
3. Infancy
4. Toddlerhood
5. Early childhood
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Benefits of prevention and early intervention

benevolent.org.au
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The enduring legacy of the Early
Years



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
ANkrXcEjMc&feature=em-

share_video_user

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
ANkrXcEjMc&feature=em-

share_video_user



Perinatal deaths 1975–2012
Source: THL, Nordic perinatal statistics



Maternal mortality
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