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Why we do it—background

A Good Beginning
for Every Child

We want to ensure that children’s voices are
systematically heard in the design, delivery and
evaluation of Good Beginnings programs and
services.




Connect with Children

The project objectives: *for Every Child

e To involve children in the evaluation and consultation of Good
Beginnings services;

e To increase staff and organisational capacity to consult and involve
children; and

e To pilot a national approach to involving children in service design
and evaluation, documenting:

— What children said when we listened?
— What we did and how it went?

Two broad questions guided the consultation:

e Whatis important to children and young people? (to consult
directly with children)

e What do children and young people think about the service they
receive? (to involve children in the evaluation of services)
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Collection Locations

A Good Beginning
for Every Child

Darwin Municipalty
Darwin Rats Act A —_
Wagal Shire —_

Balyven Shiry — _.L
= , B,
Paimerson Muncipalty — - y
Unchield Munlcpality — ’

=

Beswick

Jilkminggan

Katherine

Our GBA Services

Vickora - oy Stire ( \ | rowe
/ I
R e
. ’




Collection Methods GEBD
BEGINNIGS
AVSTRALIA

A Good Beginning
for Every Child

Mobile Playgroups -
Town Camps

*Binjari Community
Rockhole Community
Kalano Community




Collection Methods G3RD

BEGINNINGS

AVSTRALIA
Centre Based T A on sunnin
Programs

*Biginini
Play2Learn

Baby Play2lLearn
*GBA Play2Learn
Family Support
Clients (including
Weellellg)




Collection Methods

for Every Child

Outreach Programs W5, A g fE. 4 Good Beginning

Kybrook Community
Play2Learn
Mataranka Play2Learn
«Jilkminggan, Beswick,
Borroloola - Mentoring
Programs and Family

Support
eYarralin Dads & Kids



Findings

REACH

Connect with Children activities were conducted in eleven sites across Australia and
reached a total of 256 children. This represents an increase of 48% in reach when
compared to last year’s consultation. The age breakdown is as follows:

0-6 months: 7 four year olds: 46
PARTICIPATING
six to twelve months old: 18 five year olds: 18
ohe year olds: 16 six to eight years old: 29
twao year olds: 32 eight to twelve years old: 39 0%
three year olds: 42 twelve to eighteen years old: 9

This process has shown that:

Relationships and interactions are most important to children in helping them to feel loved and
safe.

Food and shelter in a family environment are most important for children in supporting access
to material basics (other possessions contributed to their security but were secondary to food
and shelter).

Children want to be active—supporting children to access a wide range of physical activity is
most important for children when it comes to being healthy.

Children are participating in learning through activity or play based learning. It was also evident
in children’s responses that engagement in traditional ‘literacy’ activities was low.

Children were participating in spaces in their community and highlighted activities that they
were involved in - there are fewer examples of participation in decision making.

So...

So...

So...

So...

So...

support children to develop relationships

meet basic material needs in the context of
family

get active with children

wrap opportunities for learning skill
development around children’s play

get children involved in making decisions
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Reporting back to children

A Good Beginning
for Every Child

Tnis is @ story about children from all croung Austrelia..,

Thase childran were not all the scme they had diferentideas and
different taces.

ipecking many differert angucges they camsa fom lofs of different
places,

Some ware 2o in Austrelia, sorrewere bor ovar-secs,

Thiay lvedin rmary ypes of hooses wilhdiTeresnl dnds of Tomiliss.

They lovedtheir fiencs and family and the things -hey do

i i ard say.

Wiodae, abl in

i o
Like hiugs from dad o singirg with mum and all the games
hey play

Py didn'like o say goodbye und nel see their llsras
farmilies
It rrade thiem sad it oeoplawe & maan to themor

Basa.

Thes special and helped children

and o lesl and that was impordant fo them!
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Taking action

for Every Child

Embedding consultation in every day practice

— Developing systems

Local Change
National Advocacy
Embedding in planning and strategy

Challenge ourselves to act differently because
of what we hear




A Good Beginning
for Every Child

Thank you!
Download the report at: tiny.cc/connectchildren

Contact:

Dan Leach-McaGill
Daniel.LeachMcGill@goodbeginnings.org.au

Geraldine Toby
Geraldine.Toby@goodbeginnings.org.au

q ‘ ‘1 y -
T 3 I I‘
L \ [ 4
i) 1y 4 ik LA (& Tai oy ' A --_-'I._-" ‘:.-" oo "'.I:’ L L A e S i "B ; 5l AEN e MR B




