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Children face all forms of violence…

• Between 500 million and 1.5 billion children experience violence annually
• About 20% of women and 5-10% of men has suffered
sexual abuse as children
• 85 million children are involved in the worst forms of child labor
• 1 in 3 girls are married before the age of 18
• 3 out of 4 children experience violent discipline at home
• Just over 1 billion children live in countries or territories affected by armed
conflict
(UNSRG, 2013)

Definition of Child Protection

Save the Children defines child protection as measures and
structures to prevent and respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation
and violence affecting children.
The goal of child protection is to promote, protect and fulfil
children’s rights to protection from abuse, neglect, exploitation and
violence as expressed in the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) and other human rights, humanitarian and
refugee treaties and conventions, as well as in national laws.

Rights-based National Child Protection Systems
An effective national child protection system recognises the state’s ultimate
responsibilities and human rights obligations to children. It consists of:
•

laws and policies that protect children from abuse, neglect, exploitation and
violence and respond in the best interests of the child when violations occur

•

a central government coordination mechanism for child protection,
bringing together central government departments, different provinces, central
and local levels of government and civil society

•

effective regulation and monitoring at all levels of child protection
standards, for instance, in childcare institutions and schools

•

a committed workforce with relevant competencies and mandates.

Rights-based National Child Protection Systems

A functioning child protection system is informed by children’s
views and experiences and strengthens families in the care and
protection of their children.

It connects child and family support mechanisms in the community
with child-friendly services at all levels, regulated by quality
standards and delivered by the government or accredited social
agencies.

Keys to Successful National Child Protection System
National Strategy
A national strategy, policy or plan of action to stop violence against children with
realistic and time bound targets and an implementation strategy should be
developed.

Legal Framework
National laws must prohibit all forms of violence against children in all settings,
including in the home and should be effectively implemented and monitored.

Keys to Successful National Child Protection System
Coordinating Agency
A coordinating agency at national level is responsible for the
implementation of the national strategy and should have the capacity to
involve and coordinate across governmental sectors (social welfare,
health, education, justice, etc…) and involve civil society, international
agencies, families and children in a safe way.
Local Preventive and Responsive Services
The local level of Government holds the primary responsibility for
ensuring accessible, child-sensitive, preventative and responsive
services which include reporting and referral mechanisms and recovery,
rehabilitation and reintegration programmes.

Keys to Successful National Child Protection System
Child Friendly Justice System
The State establishes a child-centred, specialised justice system which
ensures that children can report on the violence they experience and that
perpetrators are brought to justice.
Child Participation
States should listen to girls and boys and involve children directly in the
design and implementation of policies (and programmes) that address
violence they experience. Children’s own actions to address violence
should be supported.

Keys to Successful National Child Protection System
An Aware and Supportive Public
An aware and supportive public should be involved in efforts to prevent
harm to children and respond to child protection issues in their
communities, neighbourhoods and in wider society.
Committed Workforce
All professionals working with or for children such as police, teachers,
Government staff, caregivers, judicial officers, health professionals and
social workers should be trained to identify violence, provide referrals
and ensure care and confidentiality.
Preventative measures such as information, campaigns and training on
child rights and protection and support to parents and caregivers should
be provided.

Keys to Successful National Child Protection System
Adequate Resources
Adequate and appropriate resources should be allocated to stop all
forms of violence against children.
Standards, Regulations, Monitoring and Oversight
The State is responsible for ensuring services and responses are
effectively regulated and monitored.
Data Collection Systems
Each state should develop a centralised data collection system, which
ensures regular information on both the prevalence and knowledge of
child protection issues and good practices.

Child Protection System Strengthening
Save the Children’s Role in Building National Child Protection
Systems:
• Mapping and assessment of current systems or lack thereof
• Capacity to respond to violations of children’s protection rights
• Building capacity of government and non government actors
• Advocating for appropriate legal and policy frameworks
• Strengthening community based systems and families

Child Protection System Strengthening
Save the Children’s Role in Building National Child Protection
Systems:
• Empowering children, facilitating participation and voices
• Increasing coordination and collaboration between stakeholders
• Transforming social/gender norms to reduce violence against children
• Emergency preparedness and action plans

Child Protection System Strengthening
Strengthening Community System for Child Protection (SCSCP) in
Cambodia
Objectives
1. At least 2,340 children, mostly marginalised and disadvantaged, in Prey
Veng province, benefit from an increase in knowledge and application of
positive parenting techniques by their parents/caregivers
2. At least 3,960 children benefit from an increase in social work support to
families
3. Child protection mechanisms in 13 target communes are strengthened to
prevent and respond to all forms of violence against children

Child Protection System Strengthening - Video

Child Protection System Strengthening
Families First - Indonesia

Child Protection System Strengthening
Improving Migrant Protection and Assistance for Children in
Thailand (IMPACT)
IMPACT facilitates the delivery of effective health, education and child protection
services for migrant children and their families in urban and rural settings in
Thailand.
Objectives
1.

Strengthen and promote effective, appropriate and innovative programs for
delivering basic education and health services, preventing risky movement
and responding to issues faced by migrant children.

2.

Strengthen child protection mechanisms to effectively support and protect
children who are on the move, primarily Burmese (80%) and Cambodian
(20%) children.

3.

Integrate local child protection mechanisms into regional (ASEAN and
Mekong) and national policy frameworks.

Lessons Learned
• Government must be in the driving seat, not INGO’s
• Do not underestimate Traditional Systems – village, district, commune
structures
• Build on strengths of religious, family and cultural values
• Challenge harmful traditional practices
• Use research and evidence to persuade governments of the issues facing
children – child rights and child protection situational analysis
• Seize on political opportunities to promote child protection
• Cash and Care – Social Protection needed as well as care to maximise and
achieve sustainable positive outcomes for children
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