K

Partnerships to prevent violence against '
women and their children |
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Our Watch

Our vision
An Australia where women and children live free from all forms of violence

Our purpose

To provide national leadership to prevent all forms of violence against women and
their children

Our objective

To change attitudes, behaviours, social norms and practices that underpin and
create violence against women and their children

www.ourwatch.org.au
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What is primary prevention?

* Primary prevention focuses not on addressing an existing problem,
but on trying to stop something before it ever starts

: Secondary Tertiary
Primary . .
. prevention prevention
prevention
Activities which Immediate responses Long term responses after
take place before after violence has violence has occurred to
violence has occurred to deal with the deal with the lasting
occurred to short term consequences consequences of violence,
prevent initial of violence and to prevent minimise its impact, and
perpetration and the problem from prevent further
victimisation reoccurring or progressing perpetration and

or work with at risk groups victimisation



WARNING:
Cigarettes
cause
cancer.

Only a little bit over?
You bloody idiot.




Preventing violence before it occurs
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Underlying causes of violence against women

1. Gender inequality

2. Rigid adherence to gender roles

and stereotypes

3. Attitudes, norms, behaviours and
practices that support violence

VicHealth, 2007




As gender equality improves, the prevalence of intimate partner and sexual
violence against women decreases — UN Women, 2010

Prevalence of violence
(%, past 12 months)

Physical and/or Sexual Intimate Partner Violence
& Measures of Gender Equality (56 countries)

Gender Development Gender Gap Index (GGI)
Index (GDI)

Gender Equality Gender Empowerment
Index (GEI) Measure (GEM)

In countries with greater gender
equality... the prevalence of violence
against women tends to be lower

Countries with LOW MEDIUM Equality scores Countries with HIGH
Gender Equality scores Gender Equality scores



Partnerships for prevention- a focus on
children and young people

Protecting Children
is EvVeryone's Business

Second Action Plan 2013-2016
Moving Ahead

Of the National Plan to Reduce Violence
against Women and their Children 2010-2022

An Intiative of i Commearmesily Sate and terRiry govermments




Our Watch is working with Chlldren and Young
People through... B =8

——

An on-line campaign

Creating tools for .
challenging sexualised .
gender stereotypes

Building

Respectful
Relationships

Stepping out against gender-based violence

Respectful relationships education in schools . .




Why Children and Young People?

- Primary prevention is intervening before a problem has occurred

- 61% of Women who experience violence have children in their care when the
violence occurs (Institute of Criminology 2001)

- People aged 16-24 have a lower level of understanding of violence against
women and are more likely to excuse it. They are more likely to endorse
relationships where men exert power over women. (ncas 2013)

- Young women (18 — 24 years) experience significantly higher rates of
physical and sexual violence than women in older age groups (ass2013)

- We know evidenced based primary prevention initiatives with young people
works!




Responding to the Sexualisation of Children
and Young People: Creating safe, equitable and
respectful identities

The project will work with young people to:

- Build their capacity to identify and critique imagery, attitudes and
content that seek to impose sexual identities or gender stereotypes
upon people in their age group.

- Create their own materials and resources for challenging such
sexualisation and stereotyping, that can then be used with further
groups of children and young people in school-based, online and
other settings.




The term sexualisation acknowledges:

Socio-cultural constructions and reproductions of
gender difference (masculinity and femininity)

inequality, rigid gender stereotypes, )

Children and young people’s developmental capacities (to negotiate gender

[ The determinants of violence against women ( gender }
{ expectations, sexual identity and practices, and sexualised representations)

forming relationships and exposure to information)

{Changes brought by modern communication technologies and platforms (both




The project will...

- Deliver interactive workshops with two cohorts of young people:
- pre-teens (9-11 year olds)
- older indigenous youth (15 years+).

- Develop resources for young people by young people

- Develop resources for teachers and parents to support young people’s critical
capacities in engaging with these issues.




