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As the mother of beautiful eight-year-old twins
My son is a vibrant, smart and adored member of his family and
community. He just happens to have Down syndrome (like Gammy).

To think that beautiful Gammy is living in Thailand without his twin sister is
unfathomable. It is also very sad that his impoverished “family” there cannot afford
the surgery to correct his heart defect. Such shame on this surrogacy agency in
Bangkok and the Australian parents who abandoned him. They do not sound like
good-hearted, intelligent and accepting people, all the qualities necessary to raise
well-rounded children.

have ever been forced to make the heart-wrenching decision to
abort a foetus or raise a child with a severe disability. Having grown up with a
brother with autism, and seen the effects of this on my parents and siblings, I
understand why parents would opt for an abortion if they knew their child had
a debilitating condition.

The ignorant and prejudiced behaviour of Gammy’s parents in abandoning
their child to the uncertainty of life in another country with someone they
don’t really know
As the father of a child
born with a disability
it is a false comparison to make about the
relative hardships involved in living with one disability or another
even in the past parents generally
took the line that the child was theirs and therefore their responsibility. A shift
in thinking seems to have occurred since, and it’s neither to be applauded nor
empathised with.

The
community outcry will hopefully lead to a much better outcome. Let’s, however, be
mindful of the entrenched disadvantage facing children with disability in Australia,
which has been detailed by numerous inquiries and statistics.

let’s use this swell of
community support for Gammy to progress and prioritise the significant reform
desperately required for children with disability.

the terrible plight of many babies born under unprincipled and unregulated
surrogacy.
Australia needs to apply
rigorous laws and guidance to surrogacy overseas. Every child has the right to know
the full details of their conception and be able to have a loving connection to those
who provide their genetic inheritance, who carry them in their womb and who love
and nurture them through childhood to adulthood.
Let’s get some principles and processes in place for
surrogacy before we have any more commodified children like Baby Gammy and his
sister.
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Amanda Vanstone
Former Howard government minister

Democracy: Use it or we may lose it

[Published: May 2, 2015 - 2:15PM ]

It's a worrying development that so many people who live in democracies are either dissatisfied with
politics or, worse still, have little faith in democracy as a system…
In part we can blame politicians. We are all sick of either blah blah blah or vitriol…
I admit that once I have made up my mind about someone I hear what they say through that prism.
When someone of whom I think very little says anything with which I have a scintilla of sympathy I am
genuinely annoyed. I do not want to feel as though I have anything in common.
The truth is we are all like this. We all need a mahout up in our brain to keep the emotive elephant in
line and let the monkey have a better run. The monkey will use less blah blah blah and less vitriol –
and politics will be the better for it.

Penny Mackieson
Kew

Adoption a last resort

[Published: March 14, 2015 - 9:47PM ]

Since the 1980s, adoption has been rightly practised in Australia as a last resort alternative placement
program for vulnerable children unable to live safely with their families, not as a family formation
service for celebrities and the middle-class ("Blanchett baby puts spotlight on adoption", 8/3).
Adoption violates numerous universal children's rights: it severs the legal, and often social and cultural,
connections with family; and destroys the child's identity. The horrific legacy of the Stolen Generations
and the forced adoptions of previous decades has not stopped with the apologies; Tony Abbott is
transforming intercountry adoption into a deregulated baby market.
Ever wondered why adoptees don't spruik for easier, faster and cheaper access to adoption? It's
because they've experienced the traumatic losses and legacies inherent in adoption. Prospective
adopters lobby because they have a misguided sense of entitlement. Adoption, like donor IVF and
surrogacy, commodifies children.

