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Child Friendly Cities / Communities:
A Resurgent Agenda

Themes:

How children and young people’s lives
are affected by different urban trends and
forms

How these differentially impact across
the age spectrum

How increasing use of new ICTs has
affected analysis of young people’s
sense of place

How the urban physical environment can
better children’s lives




Child Friendly Cities / Communities:
Key Questions

What are the critical processes for
understanding the actual places and
communities that most Australian children
live, learn and play in and how children and
young people's relate to these
environments?

What are the practicalities of attempting to
both modify and create urban built and
natural environments to be more oriented to
children and young people's needs?




Child Friendly Cities / Communities:
Key Questions

What are the most effective mechanisms
for fostering inclusion of children and young
people in the design and implementation of
child-friendly communities?

How readily can modified and newly
developed urban environments incorporate
adequate natural spaces and places so
vital to children and young people’s
development?

Can new information technologies actually
be a catalyst for child and young people to
have more direct interaction with nature
and outdoor experiences?




Reinstating Children & Young
People

- Resurgence of concern for children in
professional, political and popular quarters

e Increasing multidisciplinarity, reflecting
recognition of interdependencies between
dimensions of children’s health and
wellbeing
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Bronfenbrenner’s (1979)
Ecological model




UNICEF Ciriteria: Global Accreditation
for a Child Friendly Community
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Child-Friendly but Risk
rse?

Herald-Sun columnist,
11/08/2007

“Gill's off-hand dismissal of
schoolyard friction and his
easy acceptance that we need
to embrace the risks of
childhood might be welcome in
the happy homes that most of
us inhabit... perhaps we do
micromanage our children's
lives a little too much. But
there are kids in every
classroom willing to torment
the vulnerable. And just a few
of them grow up into Robert
Arthur Selby Lowes, blokes
who spend their days
navigating the dead ends of
their low lives looking for a
Sheree Beasley, or a Daniel
Morcombe, or a Madeleine
McCann.

Pass me the bubble wrap”.




Free Range Kids?




Child Social Exclusion (CSE)

Spatial distribution of the CSE Index aged 5-15
years
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AEDI developmental scores of 5 year olds: Australia, 2009
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AEDI| matched to SEIFA Index of
disadvantage
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Neighbourhood Effects

Janus/off diagonal communities in Australia

Proportion vulnerable in one or more domains
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Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage




Density & Children

JoeL S. HIRSCHHORN, PH.D.
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Children in Outer Suburbia

Children 3-8 years old
1996 % of Pop 2001 % of Pop 2006 % of Pop
Brisbane City Core 2,107 3.7 2.416 3.6 2,603 3.6
Eastern - Inner 5,354 6.1 6,011 6.2 6,497 6.5
Western - Inner 2,649 4.1 2,711 4.3 2,815 4.3
Northern - Inner 7,014 5.9 7.572 6.1 8,130 6.6
Southern - Inner 3,542 5.9 3,739 6.2 4,296 6.9
20,666 22,449 24,341

Eastern - Outer 4,363 6.9 5,108 6.9 5,531 7.1

Western - Quter 10,371 7.0 11,166 7.1 12,080 7.1

Northern - Quter 11,035 6.8 13,570 6.4 13,315 6.4

Southern - Outer 9,343 6.1 11,581 6.4 12,214 6.4
35,112 41,425 43,140

Beaudesert 2,488 . 2,930 . 4,255
Caboolture 10,696 ) 9.302 . 11,794
Ipswich 13,116 i 12,669 : 13,254
Logan City 17,115 ) 16,987 : 16,168
Pine Rivers 10,906 ) 12,159 . 13,563
Redcliffe City 3,582 i 3,544 : 3,420
Redland Shire 9,726 i 10,146 . 10,324

67,629 67,737 72,778

Brisbane SD 123,407 131,611 140,259
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Cultural Differences?

We Built
This City!



http://www.polyglottheatre.com/sites/default/files/image_galleries/WBTC-1_0.jpg

Nature-Deficit Disorder? y-

Commonly credited with \
helping to inspire an )
International movement to
reintroduce children to

NATIONAL BESTSELLER
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nature;
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.. SAVING OUR CHILDREN FROM
Individual health and the NATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

social fabric as children
move indoors and away
from physical contact with
the natural world —
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Whole Child:
through Outdoor Play
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BE OUT THERE'

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION®
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Peveloping Mind, Body and Spirit

“Today's youth spend
just four to seven
minutes outside each
day in unstructured
outdoor play such as
climbing trees, building
forts, catching bugs or
playing tag, studies
show. Yet, they spend
more than seven hours
each day in front of a
screen’”.




Nature-Deficit Disorder?

/3% of respondents
played outdoors more

often than indoors when
they were young
compared to only 13% of
their children

72% of respondents
played outside every day

as kids compared to only
35% of their children L

1 in 10 children today e,
play outside once a week

C‘E‘)TOYOTA
or less.




Is technology ruining children?
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Is technology ruining children?

Kompan —
‘Rocky’
combines
exercise
and
electronic
gaming




Can families and theirchildren use the space for I Are children using exsting play faclite! 50, What Makes
special occasians (eg birthdays)? for how lo? .
S——— 3 (reat Place!
Other th 3

Is there ease of child supervision -
et ? Is supervision of children easy?

Can you use different transport to get toit
(eg bus, train, bicycle)! Can you sit in the shade or the sun?




A PLAY MANIFESTO FROM
AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN

What our world would look like without play;
— Lonely, depressed, isolated, super-boring, no imagination,
no creativity, no friends, unhealthy, unfit with lofts of arguments
— It would be like there were no colours in the world
— Cwr parents would be depressed because we
would be sad and lonely

What play means to us;

— Play is important to us because through play we can
find ocutwho we are and who others are
Play shows our personalities, helps us make friends
and feel part of o group
When we play we can try different things, use our
imagination and can relax
Play is fun, makes us happy and gives us a chance
to be unique

Where we want to play;

— In places we know we won't be judged, where we
can be free and independent

— In a community that cares for one another and looks

cut for each other
— Where people will support us and make us feel safe and
we know we could ask anyone for help whenwe need it

Howr we want to play;
— We love spontaneous play that uses our imagination,
creativity and self-expression
— We also like play that is organised and lets us work as a team
— We want to be able to play with our friends,
our family and others in our community

When we want to play;
— EVERYDANT As mudch as we can!
— Until we get tired!

Please work with us to help save play for
Apstralian children. Make time for play!

PLAY
FOR
LIFE




Child-Friendly Schools? (WTF?)
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Proportionate Universalism

Focusing solely on the most
disadvantaged will not reduce health
Inequalities sufficiently.

To reduce the steepness of the social
gradient in health, actions must be
universal, but with a scale and intensity
that is proportionate to the level of

disadvantage.
We call this proportionate universalism.

Michael Marmot, WHO




Child-Friendly by Design

“One should be able to play
everywhere, easily, loosely, and not
forced into a ‘playground’ or a ‘park’.

“The failure of an urban environment

can be measured In direct proportion to
the number of playgrounds’

(Quoted in Ward, 1977, 73).




Adjunct Assoc. Prof. Geoffrey Woolcock
School of Human Services & Social Work
GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY - LOGAN

Email: g.woolcock@griffith.edu.au
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