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PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE

Involving children and young people to
link up services

CHILD AWARE APPROACHES CONFERENCE
Theme: Integrating service delivery to families and children, including place-
based solutions.

Presenters: Dr Karleen Gwinner (QUT) & Ms Angela Jegou (PYP)
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How do we facilitate and monitor child-led, rights based
notions of participation in the prevention of child abuse and
neglect

Learning objective 1:

* Enhanced understanding of child friendly and inclusive practices, helping
children and young people express independence, make choices and
decisions, and to be active participants within the whole of community.

Learning objective 2:

* Delegates are encouraged to generate a climate of inquiry in terms of
examining and monitoring their own and agency/service assumptions for
locally responsive approaches in the prevention of child abuse and
neglect.
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Proportion of intakes by primary source, Queensland, 2012-13
Source Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services
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What is your
favourite right?
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Community Impact

 How the children and young people were seen in community

* How the children and young people instigated discussion in
the community

 How the adults’ attitudes shifted
 How the expectations of the community changed

. Chlldren and Youth Research Centre
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“..then when you start to break all those doors open you
can kind of get everyone. All the kids start to realise cause
we are not all naive, we understand what happens.”

- Young person

Giving Children a Voice involved simultaneous transformation to prevent
child abuse and neglect in these communities.

1.

IQUT

It focused on linking up services (such as police, youthworkers,
council, businesses, etc.) to support children and young people
Likewise children and young people were educated and skilled to
seek out help themselves.
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“Sometimes if we are speaking in our language ...the families (children and
young people) don’t listen or then don't understand.” —Childcare worker

“We have been learning quite a lot recently that a lot of adults are
prepared to make decisions in the names of children without necessarily
consulting children. You may think you have got the best interests of
children at heart but unless you have actually asked them for their opinion
and their input they can virtually be invisible and ignored. It’s not really
true, that their rights aren't truly being taken into consideration. They just
don't have the same standing in the community when it comes to funding
and accessing equity.” — Health worker

C?'uldren and Youth Research Centre
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“..the right as a young person to seek help, and you can go
and get it.”

- Young person

Providing a platform for children and young people to express their views

and voices

* strengthened protective traits of the children young people and
community

* shared values for families to prosper

» facilitated constructive helping seeking by children young people and
community
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“..it was all about them, and you could see some of the
children don’t often get that.” - community worker

“To facilitate that room, to give every sort of personality a go, and having
input... The first one we had to, we had so much content to share with them. |
had to say “hey, hang on a minute, remember we talked about one person at
a time”. But (Play Your Part) gave us feedback saying maybe we should fit in
more time to just talk. Yeah, so | think, gosh, even just having an opportunity
for the young people, you share one or two key things and they just talk...It’s
really insightful and quite... yeah! Kind of, -very old soul- kind of stuff. Yeah,

these kids have thought about these issues, and they were really a part of
their lives.”
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Involving children and young people to link
up services

1. Map out children and young people’s participation in your service

2. List the key child-led rights based indicators your service use to monitor
children and young peoples’ participation

3. List the champions of child-led rights based practices in your service
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