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What is PARTICIPATION?

Definition: ‘to take part’

‘No decision about me, without me’ (NHS
2012)

Involvement in decisions

Involvement that is comfortable and
appropriate

Adults listening and acknowledging what
young people have to say

‘BIG P - little p’ spectrum of participation
Choosing not to participate is a form of

participation
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Why is youth PARTICIPATION important?

Don't just be d

be ¢ good un

FB/We're All Random Here

(?ood listener;]
erstander.

Positive impact on children and young people
Improves relevance and appropriateness
Shifts children and young people from
‘beneficiaries’ to ‘rights holders’

Youth = responsible citizens

Increases the visibility of youth issues
Improves accountability

It is a right according to the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD.

Governments should respect the rights and Article  Children should not be separated from their
responsibilities of families to guide their ©Q  parents unless it is for their own good. For

row example, if a parent is mistreating or neglecting
children so that, as they g up, they learn a child. Children whose parents have separated

to use their rights properly. have the right to stay in contact with both
parents, uniess this might harm the child.

Article Children have the right to say what they

1 2 think should happen when adults are making
decisions that affect them and to have their
opinions taken into account.

Article Children have the right to get and to share
1 information, as long as the information is not i Children have the right to meet with other
damaging to them or to others. 1 children and young people and to join groups
and organisations, as long as this does not
Article Children have the right to think and believe stop other peopla from enjoying their rights.
1 4 what they want and to practise their religion,
as long as thay are not stopping other people
from enjoying their rights. Parents should Article Education should develop each child’s
guide children on these matters. 29 personality and talents to the full. It should
encourage children to respect their parents,
their cultures and other cultures.
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PARTICIPATION should be meaningful

What do we mean by ‘meaningful participation’?

r

Genuine opportunity

Influencing decision-making
Freedom of expression

Sharing of views and opinion equally
Encouraging

Freedom of choice

Builds skills in young people

Flexible
Provides feedback

Information sharing
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The Ladder of
Participation

8. Child-initiated shared
decisions with adults
7. Child-mnitiated and i
directed
6. Adult-initiated shared
decisions with children

5. Consulted and
{ informed

uonedpinued jo saadaq

uonedpied-uon

Eight levels of young people’s
participation. The ladder metaphor is
borrowed from Sherry Amstein (1969);
the categories are from Roger Hart.
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It's rotten being old it's awful being a kid
No one listens to you. No one listens to you.
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Young people do not always make the right decisins

-
Youth voice cannot always be listened to Yy o o
Feedback needs to be given as to WHY § B GOQ = . ¢
Youth participation is a two way street of trust ad d QhQ

and honesty T—— B a |CQ
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Why children and young people want to be
involved in issues that affect them?

Right to participate in making decisions “Everybody should have a say in
what they do in their life”

They have a lot to say (YP, age 14)

Adults often get it wrong

Their contribution could lead to better

decisions

An opportunity to learn new skills

Builds self-esteem and confidence

Gives them a sense of importance

To make the world a better place -
It can be fun

As indicated by the young people involved
It is a chance to make new friends in the Glastonbury Youth Advisory Group
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“I expect you all to be independent, innovative,
crifical thinkers whe will do exactly as I say!”
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Review
Reflect
Respond

4, FoIIowing.up — i 1. Deciding to

after engaging engage children

children and
young people and young people

The process of Revi
eview

Review engaging Reflect
Reflect children and Respond

Respond young people

3. Doing it - the :
T 2. Preparing to
practicalities of :
: ) engage children
engaging children

and young people ‘ . and young people

Review
Reflect
Respond
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“Would you tell me
please, which way |
ought to go from
here»” said Alice

“That depends a good
deal on where you

want to get to.” said
the Cat




Methods of engaging children and young people

Youth Parliament
Focus groups

ConferencePlay and toys
Speak out sessions Reference Groups
E-consultation Story telling activities
Community forums [nteractive websites

InteruiancYouth Advisory Group

Surveys Community consultation sessions
Street work Brainstorming sessionsArt

Questionnairesgaee to Face discussion

Interactive exercises
Question fime sessions Feedback fg_l'%lékshops
Visual communication tools

Photography
Youth SummitYouth council
Social media
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Methods of engaging children and young people

Various methods for engaging
children and young people exist

Great importance should be given

GlaStO Ilb UI'Y,S to choosing a participation

Voice of the Child Toolkit method

Enhancing the voice and participation of

children and young people. important to involve children and
young people in choosing the

methods they prefer
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What does successful PARTICIPATION depend on?
How it has worked for the Voice of the Child Project

IF | WAS MEANT

T0 BE CONTROLLED,
| WOULD HAVE
COME WITHA
REMOTE.

= Prepare well

Hear Me project = Voice of the Child project

= Have clear objectives and purpose

Improve service quality and procedures by giving a voice

to clients

= Involve children and young people from the outset, or
from the earliest stage possible

Young people involvement in Hear Me, design and

funding submission for Voice of the Child, and continued

involvement in the Voice of the Child project
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What does successful PARTICIPATION depend on?
How it has worked for the Voice of the Child Project

Involve children and young people not traditionally

involved
THE VOICE

Involve adults in supportive or advisory capacity There is a voice inside of you
. That whispers all day long,
Decide on the method(s) of engagement “I feel that this is right for me,
I know that this is wrong."”
Method(s): age, gender and stage of development ST PRI, ool
Or wise man can decide
iat What's right for you—just listen to
appropriate The voice that speaks inside.
Use appropriate venues
Set times according to youth’s availability
Have information available well in advance

Be free of jargon and academic language
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What does successful PARTICIPATION depend on?
How it has worked for the Voice of the Child Project

YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD BE AT THE FOREFRONT
OF GLOBAL CHANGE AND INNOVATION.
EMPOWERED, THEY CAN BE KEY AGENTS
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE. LET US ALL
ENSURE THAT ALL YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE EVERY
OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE
LIVES OF THEIR SOCIETIES.

- KOFI ANNAN-

Inter-agency reference group

Youth Advisory Group

Long term engagement

Training for young people through
CREATE Foundation

Use of social media — Facebook Group
Meetings- fun and youth appropriate
Give feedback after every meeting
Establish clear expectations and

communication
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What does successful PARTICIPATION depend on?
How it has worked for the Voice of the Child Project

o M ¢ \‘ 'r "' ry oW

Young people involvement from the outset and throughout

Opportunities through Glastonbury and inter-agency members
Conference presentation design and input

Grant review process for GWYL

Review of websites for regional organisations

Creating surveys and feedback forms



What impact will the project have?

Evaluation of the project:
Deakin University
Honours students
Young people input and evaluation
Academic paper with young people as co-
authors
Inter-agency reference group:
= 15 organisations working as partners
= Conversations with key players from region
= Influence thinking and discourse = influence
practice

Inspire action
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What impact will the project have?

Glastonbury Internally:

Vision: HAPPY, HEALTHY & HEARD
Change to philanthropic funding

‘Voice of the Child” aspect required of all projects
Enhancement of service provision
Enhancing active listening
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Someone Else's House - Urthboy feat. Josh Pyke

WARNING: Explicit Language

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUynCUiOYoc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUynCUiOYoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUynCUiOYoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUynCUiOYoc

For any further information please contact:

Dina Dasic
Voice of the Child and Young People Project Worker
Glastonbury Community Services

Email: ddasic@glastonbury.org.au
Phone: 03 5222 6911
Or visit www.glastonbury.org.au
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