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Why we did it—background 

We want to ensure that children’s voices are 
systematically heard in the design, delivery and 
evaluation of Good Beginnings programs and 
services.



Connect with Children 
The project objectives:
• To involve children in the evaluation and consultation of Good Beginnings services; 
• To increase staff and organisational capacity to consult and involve children; and
• To pilot a national approach to involving children in service design and evaluation, 

documenting:
– What children said when we listened? 
– What we did and how it went?

Two broad questions guided the consultation:
• What is important to children and young people? (to consult directly with children)
• What do children and young people think about the service they receive? (to 

involve children in the evaluation of services)



Findings
under six months: 1 four year olds: 40
six to twelve months old: 10 five year olds: 21
one year olds: 11 six to eight years old: 14
two year olds: 16 eight to twelve years old: 28
three year olds: 28 twelve to fourteen years old: 3

“getting hugs from 
dad”

“Playing with my 
family and next door 

neighbours”

“I need my own 
room!”

Things I don’t like…

“smoking”

“Drinking grog”

I don’t like:

“Having a ‘difficulty’”

“Babies enjoy being 
active participants”

Loved and Safe Material basics Healthy Learning Participating







Where to next

• Annual activity 

• Embedding consultation  in every day practice

• Challenge ourselves to act differently because 
of what we hear



Discussion…



Thank you!

Download the report at: tiny.cc/connectchildren

Contact: Daniel Leach-McGill
Daniel.LeachMcGill@goodbeginnings.org.au

http://www.tiny.cc/connectchildren
mailto:Daniel.LeachMcGill@goodbeginnings.org.au

