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Kinship care

Definition: Family-based care within the child’s extended 
family or with friends of the family known to the child. 

Formal (statutory) kinship care is ordered by a child 
protection authority, and is normally accompanied by a 
care allowance. 



Supervising Mum’s visit



If you’re a grandparent raising 

grandchildren, you’re not alone. 

We can help you.



UK research 2011

38% of children in 
kinship care in 
England were being 
cared for by a sibling 
carer without help 
from an older 
household member.





This is the TIP of the iceberg: up to 5 times as many young 
kinship carers in multi-generational households

9705, 22%

21414, 47%

14063, 31%

≤30 years

31-59 years

≥60 years

2011 Census data: kinship care households (Two-generation)



Young and ‘care-full’: The support needs of 
young kinship carers and children in their care

Identify young kinship carers in Australia and explore 
their characteristics and support needs.

Identify opportunities to better support young kinship 
carers and children in their care.

Alert policymakers and community to the 

findings. 



Census analysis: income/employment, education etc

In-depth interviews – carers & young people

Pilot support service 

Publicity, knowledge dissemination & advocacy

Funding
2014-5: Seeding grant - R E Ross Trust 

2016-7: Major grant - Sidney Myer Fund

Methodology



Sibling carers – a common childhood



Youth and 

multi-parenthood



Care responsibilities and study



Not much 
money….



Young and ‘care-full’

http://parentingpink.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/stressed-young-mother.jpg
http://parentingpink.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/stressed-young-mother.jpg


The need for 
support

‘It was awful.  We 
had no support…and 
we were so young...’

(Kara) 



If you’re a grandparent raising 

grandchildren, you’re not alone. 

We can help you.



Brokerage fund: 
child care, respite 
care, education 
costs, etc.

Discussion 

Board

Telephone support - dedicated kinship 
care service (phone-in & call-back)

Extensive awareness-
raising publicity

Webpage for service access

The support service model



Making it happen

Requirements for auspicing
organisation

Essential: Experience in the 
complexities of kinship care 
support

Capacity for: 
Cooperative fundraising
Proactive publicity campaign
IT development
Courage and initiative! 

Funding options

Philanthropic Trusts

Dept of Social Services –
Try, Test and Learn Initiative



Your ideas are welcome! 
Can you help?

Further information:
Meredith Kiraly, 
mkiraly@unimelb.edu.au
0400 913659

‘We’re not incapable…’ (Violet)

mailto:mkiraly@unimelb.edu.au

